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ART. XXXIV.—THeE Sgcr SYSTEM.

is of all the Religious Denominations in the Unile
Hﬁéiiz?és f containing aufhentic accounts of the rise, progres
faith and practice, localities and statistics, of the differer
‘persuasions : written expressly for the work, by fifty-three egm
nent authors belonging fo the respective deno_mmatwns.' 1; Bb
ond Improved and Portrait Edition. Harrisburg, Pa: 5%8
lished by John Winebrenner, V. D. M. 1848. Svo. pp.
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' idea of this work is ingenious. Our ordinary Histories
‘é"ligions? it is well known, besides being in general seriously
live in other respects, have never been able (o satisfy com-
y the different sects of which they give an account. How-
impartial the compiler may have supposed himself (o be,
had his own standpoint, as the Germans say, which affected
or less all his observations, his own theological spectacles
ve both shape and color somewhat to every object which
within the range of his vision. How could a rigid Cal-
'do justice to a body of Arminians, or be content to sit for
wn picture under the hands of a limner belonging to any
blear-eyed tribe? How could an Episcopalian be expected
ak of Presbyterianism with becoming reverence and respect ;
w could a Presbyterian be trusted to set forth, without dis-
g prejudice or passion, the claims and doings of Episcopacy?
n Buck’s Theological Dictionary, with all its popularity, was
und to be greatly defective in this view ; while the rapid march
ectarianism, besides, especially on this side of the Atlantic,
led loudly for additions and improvements, which it became
ays more difficult and delicate to make with due satisfaction
ie parties concerned. In these circumstances, it occurred to
worthy and respected friend, 1. D. Rupp, Esq., of Lancas-
enna., to project and publish an entirely new work in this
which every denomination, instead of taking its picture

ac-makers say, for the horizon of the United States, as
nguished from that of all the world besides. “ A work thus
wed,” it was supposed, ““ must be entirely free from the faults
isrepresentation, so generally brought against books of this
acter.”  The thought was certainly felicitous, so far as that
lar desideratum went ; it met approbation and favor on all
the requisite number of pens, each pledged to do honor
wn sect; were soon set in motion ; and in the course of
ears, April, 1844, the He Pasa Elcclesia, as it was called,
hurch Universal, made its appearance, with all befitting order

emnity, in the literary world. Its success was such as to
Il credit to the originality and ingenuity of its plan, Bach
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sect was content to let all others glorify themselves, while it was
allowed the privilege of glorifying itself before the public in the
same way. None found occasion to quarrel with a mirror, which
so faithfully gave them back their own image according to their
own mind. The book became thus the joint product and prop-
erty of the sects represented in it, and gained, at the same time,
a clear passport to circulate among them indiscriminately as it best
could. This circulation proved to be both large and profitable; . |
which isa great object, we all know,in every enterprise of thissort.
A very considerable part of the first heavy edition, as we are in-
formed, made its way to England. As a business interest, at all
events, the importance of the work is fully established. We
have it, accordingly, stereotyped now, and done up in holiday
style, as a second improved edition, under the auspices of Mr.
Winebrenner, V. 1). M., (by interpretation, Minister of the Word
of Goad); who himself figures conspicuously in the book, both
as the founder and historiographer of one of its sects, (one among
the “fifty-three eminent authors” mentioned on its title-page,)
with the honor of a portrait to sigalize such double distinction.
How the work got into his hands, and out of the, hands of its
original projector and proprietor, we are unable to say. We know
only that Mr. Rupp has felt himself in some way wronged in
the case, and that he proposed, not long since, to re-occupy the
field with another publication, on the same general plan, but of
more complete and thorough execution. The list of sects, Which
stood as before given, between forty and fifty, was to be conside-
rably enlarged ; to do full justice to the fruitful history of our
country, the new work was to contain “ authentic accounts of |
upwards of seventy religious denominations,” that have belonged
to it thus far. This design, we presume, has fallen to the grouud;
the other enterprise being too fully master of the field, to allow
under any similar form, a safe and successful competition.  So
this “History of Denominations,” as it now stands, with Mr.
Rupp’s name extinguished and Mr. Winebrenner’s made to flour-
ish in its stead, would seem to be fairly seated upon the saddle
as a sort of popular text book and standard for reference, in
the department it pretends to fill. It is in the way of being mos
extensively disseminated. Agents are called for in every part
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he United States, to promote its sale. - Printed on good paper,
¢embellished with 24 splendid portraits,” handsomely bound
- “with gilt backs and embossed sides,” it is retailed at the rate of
- 2 50 per copy,allowing, no doubt, a fair profit all round to those
who take the trouble of placing it thus widely in the hands of
~ the public. -

- Weare willing to acknowledge, that we made very small ac-
- count of this book when it first came in our way. It was not to
be imagined, of course, that a work got up in such omnibus style
ould be trusted at all, as a faithful and competent survey of the
eneral field it proposed to represent. However unsatisfactory a
history of sects might be, from the standpoint of any one of them
ffecting to be the centre, the case was not likely to be materially
mproved by allowing every sect to play in turn the same central
part in its own favor. Such a course might, indeed, promote
he popularity of the work, by enabling it to tickle the vanity of
Il parties ; but it could not insure at all its truthfulness as toany
part, nor its scientific worth as a whole. The idea of a history
equires it to be as much as possible objective, and independent
f all personal references and inferests ; whereas, in this case, full
ein was given to the principle of subjectivity, to shape and fash-
on everything, at each turn of the kaleidoscope, according to its
own accidental pleasure. The original editor, accordingly, seems
not to have expected a true and complete history of sects in this
way, but only a more successful approzimation to something of
he sort than had been reached on the old plan. Tt is admiited
hat each writer “ may have been influenced by a bias, natural
0 many, to present the beauties of his own faith in glowing
colors;” but for all this due allowance must be made by the in-
elligent ; and out of the data, here outwardly brought together,
he unprejudiced reader, it is hoped, may have it in his power to
raw his own conclusions, as to the whole, in some safe and suf-
icient way. 'This hassome force. It goés,how_ever, to confirm
hat we have just said of the worthlessness of any such literary
salmagundi, viewed as a veritable History of Religious Denomi-
_l,atio_us; and it was in this view that we were disposed to look
pon it in the beginning, as now said, with rather more contempt
q__t_xca_\nfelt_ respect. We had no ambition to have it in our
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library ; and, to speak the plain truth, when called upon by a
strenuous agent, not long since, who insisted on making us buy
a copy of this second improved edition, with pictures, gilt backs
and embossed sides, we took it finally, more to get rid of the ap-
plication, {the book is reasonably cheap,) than for the sake of
any comfort or satisfaction we expecled to find in its ownership!
But we were wrong. 'That first judgment was quite too hasty
and sweeping ; and we have been brqught to entertain since, a
much more favorable feeling towards the work thus forced into
our hands. Allowing it to be as valueless as now represented,
for the purposes of a scientific text-book, or dictionary, of the -
widely extended sphere it proposes to fill, are there not other
sides and aspects under which it may still deserve to challenge
our careful regard; and this too, in the most close connection,
indirectly, at least, with the highest interests of religion and scit
ence! We had no right to take it for a veritable and proper His:
tory of Sects, in the true sense of any such title; and then to
hold it responsible for flaws and defects, offences and shortconi-
ings, that might be found to attach to it under this high view.
In the nature of the case, it could be no such history. How
could the “fifty three eminent authorsbelonging to the respective
denominations,” described in it, (Mr. Winebrenner himself, Shem
Zook, Joe Smith, and others,) be expected all to.conspire in any
such idea and scheme, as would be necessary to impart to it the
philosophical unity, rotundity and wholeness, which a complete
work of this sort must be felt to require? But aside from any
such high character as this, there are other very important uses
plainly enough to be derived from a work so constructed, which
should be taken, in truth, as its proper end and meaning,and on
the ground of which it has a full right to circulate at large in the
republic of letters. These uses have come to seem so conside-
rable in our eyes, the claims of the book to our respect, on’ this
ground, have so diverted our attention from the wrong relations
in which we were disposed to look at in the beginning, that w
may be in danger now, possibly, of being carried too far, by natu
ral reaction, in our estimate of its merits. Our prejudice is fairly
converted into a sort of fond partiality. We positively like the
hook, and would not consent to paﬂ with it easily. Though no
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History of Religious Denominaﬁons, exactly, in the sense of an
lmann or a Neander, it is, in its own way, a most interesting and
aluable Commentary on the Sect System, which both Ullmann
and Neander would read, no doubt, with no small amount of in-
ction and profit. 1In this view, the conception of the work is
such as to do credit to the mind from which it sprang. It was well,
aside from all bibliopolistical ends, to give this moral Babel an op-
pgr;unif,y of speaking for itself; and now that it has thus spoken, it
well to lend an ear to the cataract of discordant sounds that is
oured forth from its tongue. 'There is much to be learned from
or.a seriously thoughtful mind ;- something directly; and a
d deal more in the way of suggestion and silent circuitous
éditigtion. What a world of pensive reflection is furnished by
atlin’s Indian museum? This exhibition of American sects is
quite as complete ; but as each tribe paints itself, the whole
lery of portraits wins, in the same general view, a monumen-
nterest which it could not well have in any other way, and is
cely to'he gazed upon with curious admiration hereafter, when
sects themselves, in most cases, (it is to be trusted,) shall
ave passed away, with the Pottawottamies, into mere memory
and song. )

It was a happy thought, to add in this second edition the twenty

our lithographed pictures of “ distinguished men in the differ-

nt ‘denominations.” This is a decided improvement, worth

tself almost the price of (he book ; for the pictures are good in

heir kind, and may be taken we believe, as very fair and trath-

ul images of the men they represent. They have in this way

ouble value ; they make the book pictorial, which is a great

nt nowadays in the art of popular literature ; and, they serve

shed, at the same time, a true Aistorical light on its contents,

hich is not the case with the “ splendid illustrations” that enter

ommonly-into the texture of these pictorial publications. We

,ai?e.;rgo taste;, we confess, for such fancy prigiments, redolent of
le far more than of divine art; however well suited they may

to capture the eye of children, young orold. The “ Pictorial

‘especially we hold in absolute dislike as something worse

- money-making humbug, and would not be willing to

e use of it even if it were given to us in the way of a free
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present. But the case is very different, where pictures exhibit
to us the actual forms of history itself, and bring us thus into
contact With its true original spirit and life. In the case before =
us particularly, a good likeness may be of itself a window to let
in light on a whole world of facts, which finds its significance
mainly in the man whose personality is thus presented to our
view. The face of a sect hero, in some instances, may be of
itself a key, to unlock the interior sense of thesect. Atall events;
after reading the account of a new religious movement in’ this
form, we like to have it in our power to turn to the picture of its
leading representative, whether living or dead ; we seem to catch,
by means of it, amore vivid impression of the history ; the face
of the man becomes a type, to explain and illustrate the genius
of the denomination. Altogether then we are pleased with.these
portraits.  They have already fixed themselves in our mind;
and we frequently revert to them, in the view now mentioned,
as subjects for profitable contemplation. With some of them,
we were familiar before ; but the greater part of them have been
introduced to us, for the first time, by this book. Here is the
smooth quiet face of Pope Pius IX., well worthy of being con-
sidered in confection with the outward troubles of his pontificate.
Here are the well known images of Luther and Zuingli, and
Calvin, all strikingly significant of the high and solemn mission
they came to fulfil, in the work of the Reformation. Here are
Menno Siinon, and Emanuel Swedenborg, and Count Zinzen-
dortf, and George Fox, (a rich face to study,) and the Rev. John
Wesley. Then we have a number of more modern heads; of
American growth; some of which happily “ remain unto this
present,” though others are fallen asleep. Interesting among
these arc the portraits of the Rev. Richard Allen, ¢ Bishop of the
Flirst African M. E. Church of the U. S.,” (Bethelites,) and the
Rev. Christopher Rush, who represents ancther African M. E.
Chutch of like independent organization. Elias Hicks again is
a face to study —a psychological gem, worthy to stand close by
the side of the original founder of Quakerisa. You seem to ;
read there the very sense of his system, the inward light run oun
into the most outward rationalism, the flesh ironically parading
its own powers and pretensions as the highest. law of the spirit. .
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We love also to gaze upon the features of Jacob Albright. - 'The
man’s face is a voucher in full for the simple honesty of his char-
acter. It is serious, humble, and wholly without guile. We
-~ doubt not his well-meaning zeal. But, alas, what a countenance
for a Moses of God’s Israel, as compared with the face of Luther !
David Marks, the Free Will Baptist, and William Miller, of Mil-
lerite fame, are also worth inspection. Last, (hough of course
not least, deserves to be mentioned the full bust, and particularly
speaking face of John Winebrenner, V. D. M., the present
_ publisher of this book himself; to whom we are indebted for the
~ .dea of these “ splendid portraits of distinguished men,” and who
~ has the honor besides, as-we here learn, of being the originator
- of a sect styling itself the “ Church of God,” (about the year
- 1825,) one of the heroes thus of his own book ; to say nothing
- of the distinction which belongs to *him .as the historiographer
of his sect, one of the “fifty-three eminent authers,” as before
- noticed, to whose united paternity the book before us refers itself
on the title page. Mr. Winebrenner’s portrait may be said to
. go beyond all the rest, in a certain self-consciousness-of its own
historical significance and interest. It has.anattitude, studied for
(dramatic effect; an air of independence; an open Bible in the
hands; in token, we presume, that Winebrennerism malkes more
of this blessed volume than any other sect, and that it was never
- much understood till Mr. Winebrenner was raised up at Harris-
~ burg, in these last days, to set all right,and give the *“ Church of
. God” a fresh start, by means of it, out of his own mind.
_This profersed regard for the Blble, however, is by no means
-pecuhal to Mr. Winebrenner. It distinguishes the sects in gen-
_eral; and just here is one important lesson offered for contempla-
tion, by the pages of this work. The Adventists or Millerites
3(p 41,) own “ no other creed or form of discipline than the writ-
ten word of God, which they believe is a sufficient rule both of
falth and duty.” The Baptists, (p. 49,) “ adhere rigidly to the
i s’\l'ew Testament as the sole standard of Christianity,” and take
 the Holy Scripture for “ the only sufficient, certain and infallible
rule of saving knowledge, faith and obedlence, the supreme
judge by which all controversies of religién are to be determined,

So the Freewill Baptists, p. 78; the Free Communion
' : #32
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Baptists, p. 85; the Old School Baptists, (p. 87,) who oppose
“ modern missionism and its kindred institutions” as unscriptural ;
the Six Principle Baptists, p. 90 ; the German Baptists, p. 923
the Seventh Day Baptists, ““ who have no authentic records by
which they can ascertain their origin other than the New Testa-
ment,” p. 95, and who tell us that the church can never contend |
successfully “ with catholicism, even m our own country,” till
the lesson is fairly learned, that the « Bible alone is the religion
of Protestants,” p. 103 ; the German Seventh Day Baptists, who
(p. 110,) “do not admit the least license with the letter and spirit
of the Scriptures, and especially of the New Testament—do
not allow ene jot or tittle to be added or rejected in the adminis-
tration of the ordinances, but practice them precisely as they are
instituted and made an example by Jesus Christ in his word.”
The Sect of the Bible Christians, as their name imports, “ be-
lieve it to be the duty of every one, in matters of faith, (p. 124,)
to turn from the erring notions, and raise traditions: that are to be
found in most of tfre denominations of professing Christians, and
to draw their principles directly from the bible.” The ¢ Chris-
tians,” constituted about the beginning of this century by the
conflucnce of three different streams of independency, reject all
party names to follow Christ, take the Bible for their guide,
(p- 166,) and carry the principle of shaping their faith by it so
far, that a doctrine which cannot be expressed in the langunge
of inspiration they do not hold themselves obligated to believes?
and a strange system, it must be allowed, they make of it in
their way. The ¢ Church of God,” as called into being by Mr.
Winebrenner, (p. 176,) “ has no authoritative constitution, ritual
‘creed, catechism, book of discipline or church standard, but the
Bible”-—with a short manifesto or declaration simply, showing
what the Bible, according to Mr. Winebrenner’s mind, must
be taken clearly to mean. The Congregationalists, of course,
appeal to the Scriptures (p. 281,) “as their only guide in all ma
ters both of faith aud polity ;” though they do but speak in th
name of all the sects, when they say, somewhat curiously in
such company, speaking of creeds and confessions: “ By the
Bible they are to be measured, and no doctrine which cannot b
found in it is to be received, however endeared to us by 1Ls asso
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.ciations, or venerable by its antiquity. This strict adherence to
‘the Scriptures, as the only rule of faith and practice, must neces-
sarily prevent many of those erroneous opinions, and that credu-
lous reliance upon tradition, which are too apt to characterize
those who follow the Bible only at second hand.” 1In the enter-
prise of Alexander Campbell to reconstruct the church, a. 1810
‘which has given rise to the Disciples of Churist, (or Camphellit;
Baplists,) it was laid down as a fundamental maxim, (p. 224,)
S that the revelations of God should be made to displace from their
position all human creeds, confessions of faith, and formalities of
doctrine and church government, as being not only unnecessary,

_but really a means of perpetuating division.” The Albright
~_Sect, a. 1803, “ unanimously chese the sacred Seriptures for their

guide in faith and action, (p. 275,) and formed their church dis-
cipline accordingly, as any one may see who will take the pains
.to investigate and examine the same.” Soin other cagses. How-

cever they may differ among therselves in regard to what it teaches,

sects all agree in proclaiming ihe Bible the only guide of their

faith ; and the more sectarian they are, as a general thing, the

more loud and strong do they show themselves in reiterating this

. profession.

All this is instructive. It sounds well, to lay so much stress

con the authority of the Bible, as the only text-book and guide
.of Christianity. But what are we to think of it, when we find
such a motley mass of protesting systems, all laying claim so vig-

orously here to one and the same watchword? If the Bible be

~.at once so clear and full as a formulary of Christian doctrine and

_practice, how does it come to pass that where men are left most
free lo use it in this way, and have the greatest mind to do so,
- according to their own profession, they are flung asunder so per-
- petually in their religious faith, instead of being brought together,

by its infloence apparently, and, at all events, cerlainly in its
name? It will not do to reply, in the case, that the differences

~which divide the parties are small, while the things in which they
‘agree are great, and such as to show a general unity after all in
~the main substance of the Christian life. Differences that lead
'-':fto the breakmo' of church communion,and that bind men’s con-
-',‘l:_;_e_:}_e_ncﬁ.s to go into sects, can neyer be small for the actual life of
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Christianity, however insignificant they may be in their own
nature. Will it be pretended, that the Bible is friendly to sects;
that it is designed and adapted to bring them to pass; that t%ae,y
constitute, in short, the normal and healthy condition of Chn.sl.s
Church? It is especially worthy of notice, that one great object

proposed by all sects, in betaking themselves, as they say, to the

exclusive authority of the Scriptures, is to get clear. of human
dogmas and opinions, and so come the more ce‘rtm.nly to one
faith and one baptism. They acknowledge the obligation of such
"unity, and just for this reason call upon the Christian WO]‘l(‘il to
come with them to the pure fountain of God's word, as having,
no doubt, that it is to be secured in this way. Winebrennerism,
Campbellism, Christianism, &ec., are all based, (we ('Ioubt not,
honestly,) on a design to “restore the original unity of the
Church ;” and for the accomplishment of this object, they hold
it, most of all, necessary, “ that the Bible alone should be ml{.en
as the authorized bond of union and the infallible rule of faith
and practice,” to the full exclusion of every creed or formulary
besides. This however, as we have seen, is just what all our
sects are eternally admitting and proclaiming as their own prin-
ciple. There is not one of them, that is not disposed to taI?e .Lhe
lead, according to its own fancy, in such wholesome submission
to the Holy Scriptures; and the great quarrel of each with aFI
the rest is just this, that they are not willing like itself, to sacri-
fice to this rule all rules and tradition besides. How doesit hap-
pen then that the sect distraction has not been prevented or healed
by this method, but is found to extend itself perpetually in pro-

portion to its free and untrammelled use? When Congregation- -
alism tells us, (p. 201,) that its principle of strict adhesion to the
Bible, in the sense now noticed, serves to shut out divisions, it tells

us what is palpably contradicted by the whole history of the sect

system from beginning to end. However plausible it may bein

theory, to magnify in such style the unbound use solely of the Bi-

ble for the adjustment of Christian faith and practice, the simple
truth is, that the operation of it in fact is, not to unite the church
into one,but to divide it always more and more into sects. Th.g--
thing is too plain to admit any sort of dispute. The work before.{ta
is a commentary in proof of it throughout. Clearly, then, the prin-
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ciple in question requiressome qualification. No one can intelli:
gently study this book of sects, without finding occasion in it to dis-
trust the soundness in full of a maxim, which all sects proclaim,
with equal apparent sincerity, as lying at the foundation of their
theology, and which is:so plainly at the same time the main prop
and pillar of their conflicting systems. We must either admit
a limitation in some form to the principle, No creed but the Bi-
ble, or else make up our minds at once to the hard requirement
of accepting this array of sects as the true and legitimate form of
the Christian life, equally entitled to respeet and confidence in all
its parts.

- The full misery of the case becomes more evident, when we
connect with it the idea of private Judgment,in the full sense, as
the necessary accompaniment and complement of the exclusive
authority thus attributed to the Scriptures. This, we may say,

-is always involved in the maxim, under its usual seetarian form ;

since the admission of any controlling influence whatever from

‘beyond the individual mind, must serve of itself materially to

qualify the maxim, changing it indeed into quite a new sense. Tt
is easy enough to see, accordingly, throughout this book, that the
supreme authority of the Bible, as it is made to underlie profes-
sedly the religion of all sects, is tacitly, if not openly, conditioned

‘always by the assumption that every man is authorized and bound

to get at this authority in a direct way for himself, through the
medium simply of his own single mind. We have a somewhat
rampant enunciation of the whole maxim, on page 512, in be-
half of the Cumberland Presbyterians, in which, no doubt, how-

_ever, the sects generally would without any hesitation concur.

#The supremacy of the Holy Scriptures,” it is there said, “ and

the right of private judgment, have long been the great governing
principle of all evangelical Christians. These abandoned, and
there is no excess, extravagance, or superstition, too monstrous
for adoption. The Bible must be the supreme rule of faith and
‘practice, or else it will be converted into fables and genealogies,
‘unless we grant to the many the privilege of thinking for them-
selves, we must grant to the few, or one, the power of infallibil-
ity.”. An open Bible and private judgment, the only help
- against excess, extravagance and superstition, in the name of re-
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ligion! So say the Cumberland Presbyterians. So say the Bap-
tists, through all the tribes of all their variegated Israel, from
Maine to California. So the followers of Winebrenner, the Al-
bright Brethren, and, in one word, every wild sect in the land.
And why then are they not joined together as one? 'Why is
Winebrenner’s ¢ Church of God” a different communion from
Campbell’s « Disciples of Christ;”and why are not both merged
in the broad fellowship of the “ Chtistians,” as the proper ocean
or universe of one and the same Bible faith? Theory and fact
here, do not move, by any means, in the same line. 'The theory,
however, still requires, in these circumstances, that the fact, :such
as it is, should be acknowledged to be right and good. Pn.vata
judgment in religion is a sacred thing, which we are not at liber-
ty to limit or restrain in any direction, but are bound to honor as
the great palladium of piety, in every shape it may happen to
assume. The Congregationalist, then, has no right to quarrel

with the results to which it conducts the honest Baptist; and

the honest Baptist again has just as little right to find fault with
the use made of it, by the Albright Brethren, or the African sect
of the Bethelites. "This principle of private judgment, the hobby
of all sects, places all plainly on the same level, and unless men
choose to play fast and loose with their own word, opens the
door indefinitely for the lawful introduction of as many more, as
religious ingenuity or stupidity may have power to invent.

The principle, in truth, is absurd and impracticable, a?nd. such
23 always necessarily overthrows itself. We find, accordingly, -

that the glorification of it im the sect world, is very soon resolved
into mere smoke. Just here we encounterfirst,on a broad scale,

the spirit of hypoorisy and sham, which enters so ,extensivei_y_'
into the whole constitution of sectarian christianity. Every sect .
is ready to magnify the freedom of the individwal judgment anci
theright of all men to read and interpret the Bible for lhen.ise'lves:;j-'
and yet there is not one among them, that allowsin reality any-
thing of thre sort. It is amusing to glance through the pages of
this auto-biography of Religious Denominations, and notice the
easy simplicity with which so many of them lay down the bro"g_d:‘ 1
maxim of liberty and toleration to start with,and then at once go
on to limit and circumscribe it by the rule of their own narrow
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 horizon ; proving themselves generally, to be at once unfree and
- illiberal, in proportion precisely to the noise they make about
~ their freedom. The “ Church of God,” according to her V. D.
M., at Harrisburg, has no constitution, ritual creed, catechism,
book of discipline, or church standard, but the Bible. This she
believes to be the only creed or text book, which God ever inten-
ded her to have. * Nevertheless, it may not be inexpedient,” we
are told {p. 176,) “pro bono publico, to exhibit ashort manifesto,

or declaration, showing her views, as to what may be called lead.-
ing matters of faith, experience and practice ;” and so we havea
- regular confession of 27 articles, {'p. 176-181,) all ostensibly
_ supported by proof from the Bible as understood by Mr. Wine-
~ brenner, fencing in thus her “scriptural .and apostolical” .com-
- nunion, and of course fencing out all who, in the exercise of
- their private judgment, may be so unfortunate as not to see things
L in precisely the same way. "This is only a specimen of the in-
consistency and contradiction which characterize sects in general.

Their common watchwerd is : The Bible and Private Judgment !
Butin no case do they shew themselves true to its demands. It

. is always, on their lips, an cutrageous lie, of which all good men
should feel themselves ashamed. What gect’in reality, allows the
- Bible and Private Judgment to ruleits faith? Is it not notorious
& that every one of them has a scheme of notions already at hand,
~ acertain system of opinion and practice, which is made to un-
 derlie all this boasted freedom in the use of the Bible, leading
_ private judgment along by the nose, and forcing the divine text
_ always to speak in its own way ? It is of no account, as to the
oint here in hand, that sects agree to tolerate one another politi-
ally; the want of religious toleration is enough of itself to fal-
 sify their pretended maxim of following simply the Bible and
_ private judgment. It shows plainly that this maxim is nat, at
 least, the measure of their religious life, but that some other rule
required to keep it to its particular form and shape.
But there is a vast chasm’ slso, in the political or outward
 toleration itself, as it may be called, to which the sect system
 affects in general to be so favorable, It is full of zeal, appa-
-rer;:t'ly for human freedom in every shape, the rights of man,
berty of conscience, and the privilege of every man to wor-
ship God in his own way. The Independents claim the merit
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of opening, in regard to all these great interests, a new era ifl
the history of the human race; but they had no toleration origi:
nally, for the Quakers and Baptists; and both these bodies,
accordingly, carry away the palm from them on this groun_d, as
having by their patient testimony done far more signal service to
the cause of religious freedom. Roger Williams is taken by his
sect to be the father emphatically of our American Independence
(p. 57,); and it is of the first Baptists in particular, we are told;
that these words of Hume in favor of the Puritans stand good:
“ By these alone the precious spark of liberty was kindled,and
to these America owes the whole freedom of her constitution.”
But, alas, the regular qutisls themselves have been found con:
tinually prone to assert, in one shape or another, the old tyranny
over conscience; on Wlnch account it has been necessary for .
one new sect after the other to take a fresh start in the race of
‘independence, so that one isleft quite at aloss in the end to know,
to which of all the number, the modern world should conside'f.
itself most deeply indebted for its full democratic emancipation
in the affairs of religior= InRhode Island itself, under the free
charter of Roger Williams, the Seventh Day Baptists, (p. 97,) had
to endure much for the ug*:ilt of differing from their more othodox
neighbors ; ““ a hostile spirit was soon raised against the little band
and laws were enacted severe and criminal in their nature ; John
Rogers, a member of the church, was sentenced to sit a ertain
time upon a gallows with a rope about his neck, to which hg'
submitted.” So the German Seventh Day sect in Pennsylvania
protests loudly against all legislation, that would force it in any
way to keep a different sabbath than its own, and claims the hon ..
or of standing with: this question, in the very Thermopyle of
American freedom. ¢ The great prmciple,we are told, (p. 122,)
for which the Seventh Day People are contendincr—wgfettered_
religious liberty—is alike dear to all the churches of the land;
it belongs equal]y to all denominations, however large or how _
ever small.” The “ Christians” sprang from the same idea
of independence.” One portion of them styled themselves at first
characteusncally “ Republican Methodists,” p. 165 ; anoth
grew out of “a pecuhar travel of mind in relation to secta
names and human creeds,” on the part of one Dr. Abner Jon
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- a Baptist of Vermont; a third broke away from the Presbyterian
~ Synod of Kentucky, at the time of the great revival, to escape
- “the scourge of a human creed.” As a general thmc sects are
_ loud for hberty, in. the more outward sense, and seem to be
~ raised up in their own imagination for the express purpose of
asserting in some new way what they call liberty of conscience.
~ Baut all history shows that they are bofd" for (his liberty only in
: _ their own favor, and not at all in favor of others. It is not
- _enough in their case that they acquiesce in the independence of
_ other sects as already established ; their maxim of private judg-
~ment, if they were honest, should lead them to throw no obstruc-
tion whatever in the way of new sects, starting out of their own
bosom. Even if they might not feel bound to retain such di-
- vergent tendencies in theix communion, they ought, at least, to
recognize the perfect right they have to make their appearance,
as legitimately flowing from the proper life of Christianity, and
instead of laying a straw in their way, should astist them rather
_ {to develope their force, and stand out as new phases of religion
~ in the generrl sect system to which they belong. Nothing short
of this deserves to be considersd true toleration, on the ground
_ professedly occupied by private jedgment sects. Where, how-
ever, do we meet with any such sect, whose practice is governed
i h}r any such rule?
~ + The truth is, as any one may see who has any familiarity at
,all with the Ch"l['aCtEF and history of sects, that no more unpro-
"'-}._pluous atinosphere for likerty and independence can well be con-
~ceived, than that which they everywhere tend to create. 'Those
JI’ECISBI_V which malze the greatest boast of their liberty, are as a
_general thing, the least prepared either to exercise it themselves
r to allow its exercise in others. The sect habit, as such, is
onstitutionally unfree.  All true emancipation in lehg!(m berrms
nly where the power of this habit has begun to be breken, and
1e sense of a true catholic Christianity is brought to reign in its
lace. . Each sect has ils tradition; in most cases, a Very poor
nd narrow tradition ; the fruit of accident or caprice in the nis-
tory of its founder condmoned more or less by the outward rela-
- tionz in which he was called to his apostolic mission ; a certain
heme of notions and words, passing over always more and more
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to the character of dead mechanical gibberish and cant ; to whose
authority all are required to swear, within its communion, and
whose little circle or ring none may transgress without losing
cast. Take, for instance, the small community of the Albright
Brethren. Is it not just as much bound in this respect, full as
servile and full as intolerant, to say the least, as the Church of
Rome? Isit not, in its way and measure,a papacy,a would-be
ecclesiastical domination, which seeks as far as possible to nul-
lify and kill all independent thought and all free life? It is full
indeed of professed zeal for Protestant liberty, free inquiry, an
open Bible, universal toleration, the right of all men to think for
themselves, and all such high-sounding phrases; but we must

be simple enough, if we can be led for a moment to take

such professions for anything more than so much sound. The
liberty of the sect comsists-at last, in thinking its parucuhr notions;

shouting itsshibboleths and pas:,words, dancing its religious horn-
pipes, ¢ 'md reading tke Bible only threugh its theological goggles.

These restrictions, at the same time, are s0 many wires, that lead
back at last into the hands of a few leading spirits, emabling them
to wield a true hierarchical despotiem over al] who are thus brought
within their ‘power. All tends to crush thought, and turn the
golemn business of religion into assham. ™True spivitual inde-

pendence must ever be an object of jealousy in such a commu-
nion, as much so fully as in any popish-convent. I.et a gengr-
ous minded man begin really to think for hirself, by ristag above

the life of the meresect, and it matters not how much he may

have of the Spirit of Christ, or how truly he mayreverence God's

word, he will fall into suspicion and condemnation ; and if true
to himself, must find it necessary in the end to-quit the associa-
tion altogether, the victim of reproach and persecution, for those
very rights of conscience, whose special guardianship the litile
brotherhood has been affecting to take almost exclusively into its
own hands. This is only an instance, to exemplify a general
fact. All sects, in proportion as they deserve the mame, are nar- -
row, bigoted and intolerant. They know not what liberty means.
They put out men’s eyes, gag their mouths, and manacle their
bands and feet. They are intrinsically, constitutionally, incura- -
bly popish, enslaved by tradition and prone to persecution. - The
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worst of all schools for the formation of a true manly character,
_is the communion of such a sect. The influence of sects is
;'\\fays illiberal ;" and it should be counted in this view a great
_moral calamity,in the case of all young persons, especially, to be
hrown upon it, in any way, for educational training.
. The book before us illustrates instructively the unlhistorical
_ character of the sectsystem. The independence which it affects,
n pretending to reduce all Thristianity to private judgment and
e Bible, involves, of necessity, a protest against the authority
all previous history,except so far as it may seem to agree with
vhat is thus found to be true; iz which case, of course, the only
I measure of truth is taken to be, not this authority of history
all, but the mind, simply, of the particular sect itself. The
dea of anything like a divire substance in the life of Christi-
ty, through past ages, which may be expected of right to pass
ard into the constitution of Christianity as it now stands, is
ne that finds no room whatever in thissystem. A genuine sect
: mil not suffer itself to be embarrassed for-a moment, either at
 its start or afterwards, by the consideration that it has no proper
root in past history. -Iis ambition is rather to appear im this
:-,respeet avtochthonic, aboriginal, self-sprung from the Bible, or
. :throucrh the Bible from the skies. “ A Six Principle Baptist,”
. we are (old, p. 88, ““ who understands the true principles of his
. profession, does not esteem it necessary to have his tenets through
. the several ages of the dhurch. He is fully persuaded, however
early or ‘generally other opinions may have prevailed, that those
rinciples which distinguish him frem ‘other professions of Chris-
ianity, are clearly taught and enjoined by the great head of the
shurch; in the grand commission te his apostles.” This lan-
age suils all sects. If the past be with them, here and there,
all very well; but if not, it can only be, of course, because
y are right, and the universal past wrong; for they follow (mul-
ously) the Bible, which is the only infallible rule of faith
d practice. 'The Baptists glory in having no succession before
> Reformation, except by occasional gleams and flashes athwart
> darkness of the middle ages, here and there, in out-of-the-
way crevices and corners, produced by sects and fragments of
ects, of whom almost nothing is known,and concerning whom,
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accordingly, all things may be the more easily guessed. But‘;‘:
what of that? Every congregation has power to origitate a ney g
christianity for its own use, and so may well afford to let that of
all other ages pass for a grand apostacy, if need be, te keep itself
in countenance. In the same spirit, one Baptist seet is continu
ally rising after another, and setting in motion a new church,-;-
without the least regard to the “ want of fellowship” proclalmed.if
against it by the body it leaves behind. It makes no difference.
to me who disowns me,” cries Mr. Randall, in the face of suc
an exclusion, p. 75, “so long as I know that the Lord owns me;
and now let that God be God who answers by fire, and that pe6 ‘
ple be God’s people, whom he owneth and blessath ¥ Thigd
his own words, “ is the beginning of the mow farge and extensiv
connection called I‘reewzll Baptzsts ”  Hear another tribe
“ Every denomination (p. 95,) is proud of tracing its origin ba
to iis founder. But not so with the Seventh Day Baptlst_s
They have no authentic records by which they can ascertail
their origin, other than the New Testament.” Hear again th
¢ Christians,” self-started in Kentucky, A. D. 1803. * As the
had taken the Scriptures for their guide, pedebaptism was re-
nounced, and believers baptism by immersion: substituted in it
room. On acerlain occasion, one minister baptized another min
ister, and then he who had been baptized, immersed the others.}
So Roger Williams himself, (p. 57,) the father of Americap Ana
baptism, ¢ in March, 1639, was baptized by one of his blelhren .
and then he bwpnzed about ten more.”  Jacob Albright, of cours_e,,’;
had quite as much right to originate a new ministry, (p. 275,)-in':{;
the same way; which, however, is very much like a man pre-
tending to lift himself up from the ground by his own breeches
or boot-straps.  So. throughout. The idea of a historical conti-
nuity in the life of the Church, carries with it no weight whatever
for the sect consciousness. Tt is felt to be as easy to start a new
Church, as it is to get up a new moral or political assocmtwn"_'f‘
under any other name. :
This turns, of course, at bottom on a want of all true and steady _
faith in the Church 1iseh as such The Church is declared in
the Creed to be an object of faith, a necessary part of Chrlstm.-‘i:;‘
nity. Assuch it is a divine supernatural fact,a concrete reality,
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an actual objective power in the world, which men have no ability
- whatever to make or unmake at their own pleasure. In this
form it defines itself to be one, holy, catholic and apostolical.
o be apprehended 4t all as it is, it must be apprehended under
these attributes, as the inseparable adjunctsof the fact which faith
is here brought to embrace. To conceive of the Church as an
institution 7ot holy, not formed for holiness and not requiring it,
ould be at once to give up its existence altogether as affirmed
in the Creed. And just so it must lose its true power for faith,
if it be conceived of as nof one and universal and historical, not
formed for all this,and not demanding it throughout as an indis-
ensable part of its idea. Qnly where such asense of the Church
revails, can the danger and guilt of schism be felt at all, or any
hindrance be raised at all to the easy multiplication of sects. In
: very constitution, accordingly, the sect spirit is an unchurchly
it.” It turns the Church into aphantomn; values it at best
only as an abstraction; transforms the whole high and awful
mystery into the creature of its own brain. The book before us
is full of evidence and illustration, in regard to this point, Sect
Christianity is not the Christianity of the Creed, or at best it ig
this Christianity under a most mutilated form. Of this proof
enough iz found in the fact that wherever the sect spirit prevails
the Creed falls into disuse. it may be still spoken of respect-
fully perhaps when spoken of at all; but what sect repeats it, or
ecognises in it the mirror of its own consciousness? The Creed
has become almost universally a dead letter, in the religion of
sects.” There are, no doubt, thousands of so called evangelical
_ ministers in our country at this time, to say nothing of their con-
‘gregations, who could not even repeat it correcily, were they
- called on suddenly to do so, as a test of their Christian knowledge.
. As thus unchurchly, the sect system tends to destroy all faith
_in the holy sacraments. No one can well fail to be struck with
this, in studying its own account of itself in this Hlstcny of Re-
ligious Denominations. Our view of the sacramenls is always
cpnﬁmoned by our sense of the mystery comprehended in the
ea of the Church, and forms thus, of course, at the same time,
a simple, but sure, touchstone of our faith in the Church itself.
he idea of divine sacraments, mystically exhibiting the super-
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natural realities they represent as things actually at hand, and the

idea of a divine Church as proclaimed in the Creed, go hand in
hand together. 'The sect mind, therefore, in proportion as it has
come to be unchurchly and simply private and individual, is
always necessarily to the same extent unsacsamental. The forms
of the sacraments may be retained, but the true inward meaning
of them is more or lessIost. One broad and most instructive
evidence of this, is found in the fact that the sect spirit left to
itself, invariably rung towards the baptistic theory; which pro-
ceeds throughout on the assumption, that the sacraments carry
in their constitution no objective mystical force whatever. Itis

not by accident, merely, that almost every new sect that rises, is -

led, sooner or later, to reject infant baptism; the sect principle
flows legitimately to this result, and it can never, indeed, stop
short of it without inconsistency and contradiction. The Baptists

take Christian baptism (o be a sign only (p. 46) of Christian pro-
fession, which has no significance except as it is preceded by the -
grace it represents, as something previously at hand in the person

who receives it; in which view, naturally enough, they contend
that it can never be applied, with propriety, to unconscious infants.

The Lord’s supper, of course, (p. 52,) is only another sign of the ;

same sort. 'This is plausible ; falls in with common sense ; and
we are not surprised to hear, accordingly, that where mixed com-
munion prevails in some parts of England, (p. 67,) ¢ the senti-

ments and practice of the Baplists are so far introduced dmong
the members of pedobaptist churches, that comparatively few of
their pastors can say very much against the Baptists.” e thing
dath eat like a cancer ; sending 1ts roots oflentimes far in advance
of its open presence, where the true substance of sacramental
faith is gone,and only the form of it left in its room. Mr, Wine-
brenner makes the “ Church of God” believe in * three positive
ordinances of perpetual standing”—sacraments have a wonderful
tendency to rationalize themselves into mere ordinances in the
sect vocabulary— viz : Baptism, I'ect washing, and the Lord’s
supper” {p. 178), All for believers only, and not for children,
We find a much better triplicity of Protestant sacraments, if we
must have three, in the creed of the African Methodists, (p. 403,)
whete they are made to be, “the Lord’s supper, Baptism, and
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Holy Matrimony”—the last left without any farther definition.
Campbellism started in peedobaptist connections, on the broad
basis of the Bible and justification solely by Christ’s merits, not
meaning to add a new sect to those already existing, (p. 225.)
but hoping rather to put an end to sects. In due time, however,
the baptistic question came initsway. Thomas Campbell, father
of Alexander, undertook to preach it right, according to his old
Scotch Seceder faith ; but the Bible and private judgment proved
too strong, to be ruled down in such style. His discussion “ con-
vinced a pumber of his hearers, (p. 226,) that the practice of in-
fant baptism could not be sustained by adaquate scripture evi-
dence;” and worst of all * his son and coadjutor, Alexander,
especially,” was after a full examination of the subject,led to the
conclusion, not only that the baptism of infants was without
Scriptural authority, but that immmersion in water, upen a true
profession of faith in Chuist, alone constituted Chuiistian baptism.”
On conferring with his oldest sister, she was found to be already
on the same ground ; and by the time a Baptist minister was at
hand to immerse them, strange to say, the old gentleman him-
self, and a considerable part of his congregation, had become so
¢ forcibly impressed with the same convictions,” that they were
all prepared to go together into the water. 'This is curious and
instructive. With the premises of Campbellism, which are the
premises of all unhistorical, unchurchly Christianity, it could not

‘honestly come to any other conclusion. The wonder is not,

that such Christianity should run se often into this baptistical

rationalism, the next thing to the Quaker spiritualization of the

sacraments into sheer nothing ; but rather, that it should be able
in any case, to stop short of it as the natural end of its thinking.

Look, for instance, at the pains taken, p. 488, 489, in the name

of the New School Presbyterian Church, ta set aside the whole

~idea of anything like a true supernatural force mystically lodged

in the Church itself; ordination only the ¢ recognition of one

~whom God has already by his providence and grace put into the
~ministry 3’ no intrinsic force in @ny rite; nograce in union with

the outward symbols of either sacrament, (all in plump opposi-
tion to the Westminster standards); no other influence from them,

~ other than “ that which results from a wise adaptation for enfore-
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ing truth, by striking symbols, and creating hallowed associa--

tions!” Surely it needs no very great depth of thought to see,
that all such constitutionally unsacramental religion can owe it
only to the most dead outward tradition, if it is kept in any case
from passing over in due form to the Baptist ranks. Its pado-
baptism is little better than a solemn sham.

Another striking feature of sect Christianity, which finds am-
ple illustration in Mr. Rupp’sbook, is the tendency it has to drive
all religion into a system of outward notions ‘and abstractions.
It is apt indeed, as we all know, to lay great stress on its practical
and spiritual character. But its spirituality and practicality lack

the force, that belongs properly to a truly divine life. They hold .

not so much in the actual apprehension of divine realities by
faith, as in the mere notion of them by the imagination. 'They
come not so much to an inward living union with the very life
of the soul, as they are accepted by it rather in an external, me-

chanical way, as something different altogether from itself and |
out of itself. Religious truth so apprehended is always abstract, =
and not concrete. Sect Christianity, which makes so much of -

the individual mind and se little of all that is objective, can never

avoid these abstractions. "Theindividual mind,in its view, must
take truth out of the Bible; there itis offered in an outward way,

for this purpose; we have only to satisfy ourselves first, rationally,
that the Bible is inspired ; all turns alterwards on extracting from

it our faith and practice. "The idea of a living revelationtip the
Bible, which must authenticate it and undold itstrue sense,is but
dimly, if at all, perceived. The Bible is turned thus into an =
outward Jewish rule, and religion is made to have its merit m ainly
in the acknowledgment of its.authority under such view. The

text, and nothing ‘but the text, becomes its motto .and hobby,

which it is ready to harp upon continually in praise of its own
dutiful obedience. It needs no great sagacity to see, from the
Bible itself, that this is nof the way in which it proposes itself as

our rule of faith and practice. It is not made like a catechism;

it is no formal directory of things to be doneand things to be left

undone. It goes on the assumption throughout that Christianity
is a living fact, a divine reality, which must be expected to act

out its own significance in a free way, and through the medium
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of whose self-interpreting life only the Bible can come to its true
application and force. But all this the spirit now before us most
obstinately ignores. 1t affects to go by line and plummet ; and
all sorts of exegetical violence and trickery are resorted to, for
the purpose of saving to appearance, in its own favor, the credit
of its own false and servile maxim. The result is pitiful dishon-
esty, and endless crimination and altercation, on all sides. 'The
most heartlessand hollow of all theological controversies, are those
which turn on this unhistorical and outwardly mechanical use
of the Scriptures. Congregationalism affects in this-way to be
the wery truth of the New Testament, as it lies open to plain
common sense. 'T'he Baptists, however, charge it with being
false to its own principle, in allowing infant:baptism,fer which
there is no rule or precedent, but at most a presumption only, in
the sacred rule book ; and beyond all controversy the Baptists
here are right. If Christianity be such an abstract letter, ¢ the
law of baptism” must be taken.as a positive institution whose
whole worth lies in our obediential regpect 4o:ihe auihority pre-
scribing it, and which we have no right, therefore, to stretch a
particle beyond what is expressed in the precept. But we haye
other Baplists again, who-charge the regular Baptists with being
themselves unfaithful to the Protestant rule; and who find it
necessary, accordingly, to becotne more ‘Bible stiff still. The
Seventh Day Baptists, for instance, can find no express authority
in the New Testament for Hizecchange of the Sabbath to the first

“day of the week; which indeed.can be found there by nobody

else, as little as any such -autherity for the baptism of infants.
It is all in order, theréfore, when we hear them say in true Bap-

 tist and Jewish style: ¢ This Sabbath he has imposed upon us
- by a power which'belongs torhimself alone ;. and it is perpetually

leigdtory on us to sanctify that day,until'He himself abrogates

_ us from the service” (p. 121,). Fullas conclusive, certainly, as
_ the everlasting.changes rung on the same string, in opposition to
~ the comprehension of infants in Christ’s covenant. With equal
. consistency, these Bible. Christians “ celebrate the Lords’s supper
~ at night, in imitation of our Saviour; washing at the same fime
_ each other’s feet, agreeably to his command and example.”
- Among other Bible;proofs.for the perpetuity of the origixg}s Sab-

OL: L—NO. V.
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bath, they refer us to the texts: “The Sabbath was made for
man,” and “ The Son of Man is Lord even of the Sabbath day,”- .
(p- 104, 107,) ; precious exemplifications of the abstract.method 5
now under consideration ; thowgh, in truth, not a whit worse.
than a great many stereotyped tricks of the same sort in use with
more respectable denominatiens, by which an incidental expres-
sion, oftentimes of {he most ambiguous interpretation, is gravely
made a peg on which to hang the whole weight of a doctrine or
institution, which it is counted downright heresy to dispute.
Altogether, sect christianity has a wonderful propensity to sub-
stitute the abstract and mechanical for the living and concrete,
on all sides; as might be extensively illustrated from the book
before us, if the limits of our present article allowed. It must
ever be s0, where the sense of the historical, objective, sacramen-
tal and churchly, in thte fact of Christianity, is wanting, and thg ‘
ultimate measure of it sought in the exereises of the single mind
separately considered. “ Christianity,” says Campbellism, p.
231, “js a system of religion and morality institated by Jesus
Christ, principally taught by his Apostles, and recorded in the
New Testament. It.has for its immediate object the ameliora-
tion of the character and condition of man, morally and religi-
ously considered. Tt consists in the knowledge, belief and obe-
dience, of the testimony and law of Jesus Christ, as tanght by
his apostles and recorded in the New Testament—Are not law
and obedience, testimony and faith, relative terms, so that weither
of the latter can exist without the former? . . . Is not testimony
necessarily confined to facts,and law to authority? . . . Where-
fore, in every case, faith must necessarily consist in belief of facts;
and obedience in a practical compliance with the expressed will
or dictates of authority. By facts, is here meant, some things
said or done. Conclusion: Upon the whole, these things being
80, it necessarily follows, that Christianity, being a divine institu-
tion, there can be nothing human in it; consequently, it ha
nothing to do with the doctrines and commandments of me
but simply and solely with the belief and obedience of the e
pressly recorded testimony and will of God, contained in the
holy Scriptures, and*enjoined by the authority of the Saviour
and his holy prophets upon the Christian community.” - This
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- must be allowed to express well, what may be styled the reigning
theory of Christianity among our modern sects. But now, with

all due respect to Mr. Campbell, (who has this honorable apolo-

- Y, indeed, in our mind, that he has made more conscience of

_followmg out his principle to its proper consequences, than
many others, who denounce his consequences,while they make

- common cause with him in his principle); with all due re-

spect, we say, to President Campbell, this is not Christianity,

~but in its best view Judaism ; and when made to stand for the
- conception of Christianity, it always involves, though it may be

under the guise of an abstract supernaturalism, the very power

- of Rationalism itself; which only needs suitable scientific sea-

room, to run out finally into all the results of its past significant
and truly instructive history in Germany. Of this we have not
ashadow of doubt. Christianity is no such outward statute-book
of things to be believed and things to he done. It is “ the law

~ of life in Christ Jesus.” Tt is a new constitution of grace and

truth starting in Christ’s person, and perpetuating itself in this
form, as a most real historical fact, by the Church, The differ-
ence between this conception and the other, (Moses and Christ, .
John i. 17, John the Baptist and Christ, Matth. iii. 11, ix. 11,)

is very great; and we only wish that Mr. Campbell, and many
- others, could be led to revolve it solemnly and earnestly in their
- winds. What if it might be found to be the true Ariadne thread
. in the end, that should conduct them forth from the horrible sect
- labyrinth into the clear sunlight of catholicity, which they have
been so unsuccessfully struggling to' reach in a different way.

There is much besides to be learned from this History of De-

~ hominations, for the right understanding and appreciation of the
~ sect spirit.  We are admonished, however, by the length of our
 article, to dwell no farther at present on details. What we have
_ to say farther, will be presented hereafter in the form of certain
~ general reflections, which come over us painfully from the con-
templation of the subject as a whole,

. W N,



