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Second Article.

1. Our sect system is exceedingly wrrational. We can con-
ceive of divisions in the church that might be in a certain sense
rational and necessary, and so capable of some scientific repre-
sentation. The original distinction of Protestantism from Ca-
tholicism, and the resolution of the first again into the two great
confessions Lutheran and Refonned, have this character. They
have their ground in the idea of Christianity itself ; they form
necessary momenta, or moving forces, in the process by which
this idea is carried forward to its final completion ; they can Dbe
studied accordingly, and understood, in the way, for instance, of
comparative symbolism. But nothing of this sort can be affirmed
of our reigning modern sects. No idea underlies them, by which
i '|hey can be said to have a right to exist. Their appearance is in
defiance and scorn of all such objective reason. It is their boast, to

be sprung for the most part of mere private judgment and private
YoLr. .—no. V1. ®35






