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dwoke to deeper interest and zeal in the canse of Israel. Lot
us study the prophecies regarding them, investigate their present
‘condition, east awny ail indifference, and pray for their spiritusl
good. Let us treat thom aa fellew-immortals, as|friends, a8
benefactors. Let us repay the benefits which they, have con-
ferred npon us, and upon the Church of Christ. Thus shall we
ppprove ourselves the true children of Abrohom—the true
brethren of St. Paul—men of the sume spivit with those whom
we claim as our patterns and our glory. P

3
Anr. V.—SCRIPTURE VIEW OF HOLY BAPTISM,

BY REV, D. T, EEISLER, AT. ALTO, Pa.

Ag g general thing a subject can be most easily|and clearly
understood iu the light of its ewn history, Tracing it from the
beginning onwards, the subject unfolds itself gradually and in-
telligently to our minds, Bvery step we teke in advance brings
the subjeet more fully into view, and its peculior characteristics
become more and more distinetly manifest, until, finally, every
distingnishing feature of the whole subject stnnds|out promi-
nently and impressively to our vigion. With this object in view,
and under the full conviction thut history is its own iinterpreter,

-1 propose to treat the subject of Christian Baptism in this his-
torical way, giving the siatements of Seripture on the subject,
in the first place, snd then pppending thereto such‘ remarks us
these statements themselves may suggest. :

I. PROPHETIO INTIMATIONG.

Tigurative representations and statements found in the Old
Testament Scriptures—some referring direetly ond others in-
directly to the subject in hand.

Besides the numerous ceremoniul washings and outward
cleansings, which seem to Took forward to something of a more
' real and’ efficient character—to o spiritual clennsing in the
loter and better dispensation—we have two remarkable pro-
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phecies. Isnish, speaking of Jesus Christ as *exalted and
extolled,” in consequence of His sufferings, by which @ His vis-
nge was 8o marred more than any man, and His form more
than the sons of men,” proceeds to say i “ So shall He sprinkla
many nations.” This prediction of the universality of Chris-
tian baptism, as the ordinance of initiation into the kingdom of
God, suggested to the Hunuch the pessibility of his own par.
ticipation in the privileges of that kingdom; and so, hearing
ond believing the exposition of Philip, he said: *See, here is
water; what doth hinder me to be baptized " And immediately
the ordicence was administered to him, *and he went on his
way rejoicing.”-—Ezekiel gives the mezning, in distinot terms,
of this sprinkling of “ many nations" which Isaiah predicts :
“Then will I sprinkle clezn water upon you, and ye shall be
clenn; from sll your filthiness and from all your idols will T
cleanse you. A new heart also will Igive you, and a new
spirit will I put within you; and I will take away the steny
heart out of your flesh, and I will give you a heart of flesh,
And I will put my Spirit within you, end canse you to walk in
my statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments,—and ye shall be
my people, and Iwill be your God.”

In the former of these quotations the sprinkling is repre=
gonted as the means of bringing the Gentile world to o partici-
pation in the blessings of redemption ; und in the Intter - the
same iden is held forth in connection with the moral or spiritaal
change which accompunies this incorporation with God's peo-
ple—the giving of & “new heart” and of & ‘“new spirit,”’ as
well as u cleansing from sin, being in some wuy mystically
joined to the sprinkling with * clean water,” Akin to these
remarknble passages is the following taken from the prophecy
of Isniah: “I will pour water upon him that is thirsty, and
floods upon the dry ground: I will pour my Spirit upon thy
seed; and my blessing upon thine ofispring; and they shall
spring up a8 among the grass, s willows by the wnter-courses.
Oge shall suy, T am the Lord's; and another shall call himself
by the name of Jacob; and another shall subseribe with his
hand unto the Lord, and surname himself by the name of Is-

1871.] Seripture View of Holy Baptiam. 407

roel.’”  New whatever we may think of this benutiiful l.a.nguuge
in its relation to the subject in hand, one thing is certain—that
the holy prophet, in nccordance with the .uniﬁlnrlfz costom af th_e
inspired writers, very beautifully unites in ]ns'lmﬂ.gas the uni-
versal emblem of spiritual blessings—wnter—with|the ‘Plessm gs
themselves, and then describes the effect of these Pleasmgs, the
free and full and unconstrained dedication of themselves to the
service of God, on the part of the subjects of tl?e.se hen.veflly
gifts and graces. This is all the use which we design- making
of this passage. It serves asa basis for the nse oif‘muqh of the
language of the New Testament writers in connection \Tx‘th Bap-
tism. The shadowy images of the Old Covenant unmistalkably
point to the substentisl realities of the New, as Fh_e- necessary
spiritual verities, in which they themselves find:their only true
meaning and divinely appointed fulfillment.* - .

II. JOHN'S BAPTISM.

Its noture and- design—preliminary arru.ngement.—'designed_
to prepare the way for Ohrist’s coming and reception among
men—Ilooking distinetly to the future. .

‘What shall we say of John—the harbinger of U’hns.t—q..nd of
the nature and objest of his buptism ! Undoubtedly it was pre-
puretory to the coming and kingdom of the Redeemer, mfd,. a8
such, must partake in purt at lenst of the nature of f}hrmtmn
Baptism. But let us hear the sccounts given of it by the
Evangelists : * Then went out Jerusalem, and n.l% .‘[Iudea., al}ld m'll
the region round about Jordan, and were baptized of him in
Jorden, confessing their sing; bubt when he snw many of the
Pharisees and Sudducees come to his Baptism, he said unto
them : O generation of vipers! who hath warned you to flee

# # The prophets often nlluded to this emblem of the soul’s being clocnsed l'rfnm
sin; and some paseages of the New Tostoment intimate, thob 'l oth the cloansing
from gulilt by the blood, nud from pollution by the Bpirit of Christ, were comprised
under this outward sign ; yel Ia the lntior more generally intended.”—w Wnler.wng
tha outward eign ; the nse of it is essentinl, because water is the universul pu-rmur.
The inward, spiritual pignificatien is the snme ng that of uimumci&fn}l, that s, r.:-
generation and sanctification by the cleansing power of the Holy |Spirit."—Soott in
Henry.,
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from the wroth to come. DBring forth, therefore, fruits mee
for repentance.” Matt. iii. 5-8.—*John did baptize in the w
derness, snd preach the boptism of repentance for the remission
of sins. And then went out unto him sll the land of Judea;
and they of Jerusalem, and wers all beptized of him in the river
Jordan, confegsing their sins.” Mark i. 4, 5,—*And he (John)
came into all the country shout Jordan, preaching the baptism
of repentance for the remission of sins.” Luke iii. 3.

John the Buptist stands personally and offcially between the
earlier and later dispensations, and so forms o transition in his
life and labors from the dim light of the one to the brighter
glory of the other. These representations of his baptism ne-
cordingly constitnte o partial and transitional fulfillment of the
ancient predictions, in which the sprinkling of “ many nations "
ond the washing with “pure water ” speak of o * new heart "
being given, and of o *new spirit "’ being put into the subjects
of this mystical washing. Wonderful changes ave predicted,
and assurance given, that, under the New Testament dispen
sntion, ** all flesh shall see the anlvation of God.” John stands
on the threshold of this glorious Dispensation, and his own pre-
liminary baptism gives sssurance of n better time and of better
things coming—the time and things of Christ.

III. JOHN'S BAPTISM AGAIN,

Its relation to that of Christ—propheey and fulfillment—Bap-
tism with water elevated to Baptism * with the Holy Ghost and
with five."”

Hear the testimony of John himself—the faithful witness
I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance; but He
that cometh nfter me is mightier than T—He shall baptize you
with the Holy Ghest, and with fire.”” Matt. iii. 12.—*T indeed
bave baptized you with water : but He shall baptize you with
the Holy Ghost.” Muark i, 8.—“ Saying unto them all: I in-
deed baptize you with water; but one mighter than I cometh—
Ha shall baptize you with the Haly Ghost, and with five.”
Luke iii. 16.—* John answered them, saying, I baptize with
water; but there standeth one among you whom ye know not—

18717
i seme is He which buptizeth with the Holy Ghogt.” John L
29--33.
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< Having this full and complete stetement of John concerning,
the nature of hie own boprism and that of Ohriat, Wwe nre pre-
_pared to make a comparntive estimate of the two kindred
ordinances. The one ig o baptism with water—the other a bap-
tigm with the Holy Ghost and with fire. No one cen fuil to see
the infinite superiority of the latter over the.formér. So John
himself represents them, and wishes them to' be understood.
By forming 4 clear conception of the nature and "object or de-
sign of the lower and enrlier one; we ghall be able to estimate
ot lenst approximately the. nature and design—the force and
import of the higher and later—+the perfect on}e. Obaerve,
then, that John's baptism, accerding to his own statement, was
& “Baptism of repentance for the remission of sins ""~—that in
those who came to that baptism and expected to lshare its ‘ad-
vantages, he required © fruits meet for repensance "'—that, in
point of fact, they * were all buptized of him in ﬂ;e river Jor-
dan, confessing their ains " _that.coming to that|baptism, ac-
cordingly, wes to “flee from the wrath to come.’) If all this
was implied in the lower—the preliminary—the ghadowy bap-
tism of John, pointing to the coming of the *“mightier” one,
and His superior Baptism of the Spirit, what wonder-working
power and efficacy may Wwe not expect in coune tion with its
administration! T
Before dismissing this part of our subject, and in support of
what has already been said, we must yet call attention to on
incidental statement of a very singnlar and remnrklubie chp.r_fic-
ter na to the nature of John's Baptism, und its relution’ to the
kingdom of God as it then stood. It is found in Luke vii. 29,
30, ond reads as follows: * And all the people that heard him,
and the publicans, justified God, being buptized with the Bap-
tism of John ;. but the Phaorisees nnd Lawyers rejected the coun-
gel of Grod ngeinst themselves, being not baptized of him:'™
Whether we take this to be the language of Jesus, continuing
His discourse, or.of the Evangelist, 2s o reﬂection%on— what the
Saviour had just said, the import is substu.ntinlly-tllw seme. It
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teaches the important fact that even the lower and imperfect

Baptism of John was of

isting circumstances, that submittin

gach vital importance in the then ex-
g to the same wns a justify-

ing of God, nnd so, by implication, s seving of the soul, while
the being not buptized of him ™ was the rejection of God's
tounsel by men ogainst themselves, If the words are those of

Jesus Himself, us is most likely,

then they furnish an authori-

tative declaration ag to the nature and import of John's baptism,
und prepara us to appreciste more fully what is yet to come in
reference to this preliminary ordinance, snd also to estimate,
the superior charncter of the hely ordinance instituted by the
Lord Himself and Practiced by the Apostles.*

IV. BAPTISM OF JESUS,
Progress from the baptism of the covenant people ta the bap-
“tism of Him in whom the sovenant had its ground and fulfll-
ment; full and unhindered effect of baptism ag seen in Him—

the Holy One.

The Baptism of our Lord is more ar less fully recorded by

all the Evangelists.

Wo shall give their several aceounts,

‘* Then cometh Jesug from Galilee to Jordan unto John, to be

baptized of him. But Jo

hn forbude Him, saying I have need

to be baptized of Thee, and comest Thou to me? And Jesus,

answering, said unto him,

Suffer it to be =g now; for thus it

becometh us to fulfll all righteousness, Then Le suffered Him.

And Jesus, when He wag

baptized, went up straightway out of

the water: and, lo, the henavens ware opened unto Him, and He

saw the Spirit of God descendiug]ike a

dove, and lighting upon

Him: and, lo, o voios from heaven, saying : This is my beloved
Son, in whem I sm iwe]l Blensed.” Matt, iii, 18-17.—Sq also
St. Mark with slight verbal varistions. Mark 3, 9-11.—St, Tuke

® ¢ John baptized the Ppeopla witi

immensely guperfor to him|in dignity, nutharit
after him in time, would baptiza them with tha Ha
Bavionr would sommunieats {n His diraiples the divine Bunoti

(0 wnsh away internal pollution ;
kindlo a boly flume of Jove angd zeal
thelr whole souls into His owy pure

L water, calling tham to repentanco; but Josns,
s and oxeellengs, though coming
ly Ghast and with fire,"~_ The
fier, n8 purifying water,
and, a8 refining fire, to conEume their drosa,
, flluminata with heavonly wisdem, and sonvart
und holy neture,”—Spoty iy Heary.

'

|
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Jins oma additionel items in his ucco}mt. It runs %hus;]: ( JI_TuW;
when oll the people were baptized, it came to pass, t nt,d esud
ulso being baptized, end praying, tl.le heaven was opened, an
the Holy Ghost descended in  bodily sl.mpe, ﬁ.hkg a dove, upon
Him, and a voice came from heaven, which said :‘.f'lf-hc:)u urtgmy'
beloved Son; in Thee I am well plessed.” ]:.ruke!‘m. 21, 22—
8t. John has an independent account, relating h[:.t tha Bn}})-
tist himself says of this remerkabie occurrence. ‘Anlri John
bare record, suying, L saw the Spirit descending from‘ en.ver%
like a dove, and it obode wpon Him. And I knew Hl.ﬂl not;
but He that sent me to baptize with water, the spma said unto
me, Upon whom thou shalt see the Spirit d.gscendfng, and r]e-
muining on Him, the snme is He which bupbme_t.h x-v1th the Ho jfr
Ghost. And I saw, and bare record that thisiis the Son o
. John i. 32-84. .
GDIdn connection with these statements cuncerninég the ].?Nlpﬁlﬁt.n
of Jesus by John, we notice the following fncts——-thut,_ 1mu‘1‘ec;111-
ntely on the consummation of thissacramental tmfnsncmon, t '
heavens were opened unto Him;"—that “He suw thcla' S[nrl(il:
of God descending like a dove, and lightmg. upon 1_5[111-1; —an
that “He heard o voice from heaven, saying, Cifhls is my be-
loved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” “If ?he Baptism of
Jesus itself wag to ¢ fulfill ell righteousness, consuz::unated nof
so much for Himself, the just one, as for us, the! unjust, whom
He came to save; were not the peculier blessmgs con.nected
with ¥is Baptism also rather for our sskes than for' His, who
needed not this * washing of regenerntion and renawing of tl'le
Holy Ghost,” except as He voluntarily took our place, and, dm
His own most pure and blessed life, set us an example of obedi-
enca? If to Him, who sanctified the waters of Jordan to the
# mystical woshing away of sin," the heavens were opened, the

Holy Ghost descending and sbiding upon Him, fmrl a voice was

heard, saying, * This is my be!c{ved fSDD’ i‘n vs‘rhom I om well
pleased,” may not these same thingy in their proper measure
and in their own appropriste form be supposed to tuke pllu.ce
in the case of those for whom the true Baptism—the Baptism

of the Anocinted One—as instituted, nnd in whpm it is consum-











































