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- Or the doctrine of Baplism ns coninined in oly Seripture, Dy the Rev. M.
' T. Sudler, M. A., Viear of Tiridgwater, Author of * The Snarnment of
Responsibility.” From the Second enlarged Lendon Edition, Daltimere,
Ald.  Joseph Robinson, 1862: pp. 244,
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- An interesting volume, worthy of being read and studied by
. ministers and lay members of the Christian Church. Its ob-
jeet, as the author says, “is to give, in as plain terms as possi-
ble, the Seripture testimony to the doetrine of the Initial Sa-
. ernment.””  Its langnage is plain, and the book is caleulated for
- all classes of readers, and is really “a hand book of Seripture
_. reforence on the subject of Baptismal doctrine.” The subject
ol #Baptismal doctrine’ is here presented in such a light, that
© - the importance of it cannot escape the attention of the carnest
. reader, no matter how little he may be inelined to beliove, that
- graee is really offered in sacramental transactions. 1t is really
an oxhiaustive Scripture argument on the doctrine of Holy Bap-
~ tism ns taught in the Word of God, and believed by the Chris-
" tinn Chureh, when ¢ one Baptism for the remission of sing 7 iy
~confessed. In a work of this kind, so thoroughly seriptural,
.+ little room is allowed for criticism, and it will, accordingly, be
our object to show, as well as we can, the line of argument fol-
lowed by tho author, in the unfolding of his subjeet.
. Of late yenrs the importance of the dectrine of Iloly Baptism
* has received more attention than formerly. It cannot be de-
“ nied, that there has been a serious falling awasy from the doe-
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trine ag originally held, and that there is room still for the
charge, is evident from the little account made of it, as may be
inferred from the few baptisms, comparatively, reported in large
and influential denominations.  And it is but fair to say, that
all this falling awny took place in tho face of croeds and con-
fessions, distinctly asserting, that grace {s offered in baptism,
which, however, have been repudiated as “fossil relics,’” and
these old, apestolic landmnrks, have heen flung to the winds.
In this way there has been a silent process going on, under-
mining this old, ancient faith, which acknowledged “onc Bap-
tism for thie remission of sins,” and the way las been, and is
now, preparmg for a veign of rationalism and infidclity, surely
coming, which will try our ¢ Tvangelical Protestantism ” to the
very ulmost when contending for mastery. 'This question of
Baptisin lies at the very threshold of asound, orthodox theology,
and the denial of its importonce has heen conceding ground
into the hands of the enemy, which is beginning to tell in this
fearful atruggle.  The guestion is fundamental.

It ennnot be disguised, that {rom this stand-point there spring
two theories, advoenfed by men of talent and influenee; the ene
insisting on the necessity ol Baptisin, and so an ingralting into
Christ, because of original depravity; while the other denies
such necessity, and is willing to Lelieve, that it is uscless, and
that all children, haptized or not, ave in the same condition;
and that the Sacrament of Baptism gives no advantage by con-
ferring grace. That this latter view is wide-spread, is ovident from
the fact, that so littlo stress islaid on the rite; and in our own
denomination (with alittle change in the view we have quoted),
it is held by somo, ¢ that Baptism docs not malke onr children
Christinns; they arc such before baptism.”” *  In opposition fo
viows like theso, this book comes, with a foree that cannot Do
resisted, end proves, by the Word of (Fod, $hat they are un-
tenable, contrary to the teaching of the Reformers, and con-

# T'his iden is erroncously aitributed to Ursinue, and that he did not hekl o senli-
ment liko this is ably shown in the Oct. No. of this Tloview: Art. “ The old dis-
tinetivn betweon * Gemeinde’ und * Kirghe,'”
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trary to the fuith of the Anciont Christinns, nswell as the teach-
ing of the Apostles.

What is our state by nature? Ave children, as above quoted,
Christians beforo Baptism? The answer to an inquiry like this,
is distinetly given by the Word of God, and us it was held by the
Christinn Church always, as expressed in Creeds and Confes-
sions. Hercthere ean be nouncertain sound. Talie, for instanee,
the following, taken from the Presbyterian Confession of Taith:
“They (our first parents) being the root of all mankind, the
guilt of this sin was imputed, and the same death in sin and
corrapted nature conveyed to oll their pesterity, descending
from them by ordinary gencration.” ¢ From this original cor-
ruption, wherchy we are utterly Indisposed, disabled, and made
apposite to all good, and whelly inclined to all evil, do proceed
all actual transgressions.” < Original sin is conveyed from our
fivst parents unto their posterity by natural generation, so as
all that proeced from them in that way, are cenceived and horn
in sin.””  Se the Augsburg Confession. * * * “Sinee the fall
of Adam all men, who are naturally born, ave begotten and born
in sin.”  So also Luther's Catechism, and our own eidelberg
Catechism,  Quest. T and 8. Then, too, Ps. li. Joln iii. 6,
&e., &e. What is to be made out of this belief coming down
through ages? Is it o fact, so clearly stated, and firmly as-
serted; aud is the contrary view unscriptural and untrue? So
it is aflirmed, and the denial of this doctrine hns been declared,
over and over again, as heresy. I is easy to see now, that,
starting from such a premise, fundamental ns it is, lierctical as
it has been declared, the poison from it will flow through
all the teaching and preaching, and becomeo the source of end-
less mischief, and, perhaps, to many a soul, of spiritual ship-
wreck, There arc some, and the number may e large, of the
ministry and the laity, who cannot frame their lips to say, much
less in heart believe, “that they present this child, and seek for
it deliverance from the power of the Devil, the remission of sin,
and the gift of a new and spiritual life by the Holy Ghost,” &e. ;
and then, “ Do you, in the namo of this child, rencunce the
Devil with all his ways and works, the world with its vain pomp
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and glory, and the flesh with all its sinful desires.” And yob
Reformers taught it, and Ancient Clristians believed ib.*

An interesting question now arises: Whence doces this depra-
vity come? IIow are children aflested by being born by natural
gencration? Avo they, in that innocent state, Christinns be-
fore Baptism, without any stain, or without being * conceived
and born in sin,” as weare ofien told, and asis tanght? Ilere,
agnin, there is no uneertain sound.  The Christian Chureh has
hut one voice on the subject—our own Catechism is most ox-
plicit on this point.  The Word'of God is decided. Then the
clear stntement of the author, ¢ God, in Iis all-wise purpose,
ordnined that the race of mankind should spring from one parent.
Adnm was the fonntain from which the whole river of human
being was to flow. He was the root from which the whole tree
of ‘human life was to spring. God ordained, that e should
trangmit lis human nature, whatever that naturc might be, to
his posterity, so that, if he eontinued holy, he should transmit
to them a holy nature; but that if he hecame sinful, he must,
of necessity, transmit to them o ginful nature. Through his
own free will he ate of the forbidden fruit, and beeame sinful;
and this before any childven lad heen horn to him; so that
when he begat children, he transmitted to them, not the sinless
nature which he possessed originally, but the sinful nature
which he rececived thie moment lic transgressed. Hence the
fountain of human nature beenmo poisoned ab ifs souvco; the
root of human nature beeame evil before a single braneh or bud
had sprung out of it.  Fence, when Adam begat childven, they
were in his likeness. Idence all mankind ave sinners from the
womb. . . ... Wo find the children of godly pavents, who
have seen in their parents a holy cxample, show the same seed,

2 In tho Palatinate Liturgy of 1563, in the form of Dapism, in tho nddress, it is
gaid, ¥, .. that it be trained np in the Tord Jesus Christ, nmd admonished, that by
thoreception of the sign and sead af this divine vovenant, in Baplism, it renouneed the
devit and the warkd, with afl their works nnd fustés,” &e.  Query. If it renounced tho
devil nnd the world, did the framers of thig old, venomble German el Liturgy, bo-
lieve, that children wore under that power, nnd is that, in the % Order of Worship,”
something nesw, or an innovation7
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and of evil as the children of the ungedly.” p. 8-9.  There i
somothing wonderful in this awful mystery; and yet ihere is
the fact, that in a state of unconscionsness, there is the trans-
mission of moral evil—planting in the offspring the secds which

~ripen in sin. The hwman family is not to be conecivad as ato-

mistic, where cach one is for limself, becomes what he is by
imitation; but asone whole, in which each one stands in o life
common to all. In this view, cach one (and this will be go to
the end of time) “is conceived nnd born in sin.”  *Our first
pavent, in whose loins were all his posterity, sinned, and so re-
ceived into his nature the seeds of corruption, both moral and
physical; and he begat ¢hildren in his own likenesse—not only
with outward frames lile his, but with souls like lis in their
taint of ovil.  Aud Le transmitted to each one, that was engen-
dered of him and of his offspring, the corruption he had re-
ceived.  To cach unconseions babe Lo transmitted the corrup-
tion which he himselt had received in a stato of tho hirhost
moral consciousness.”  Row. v. 12, 14, 19, p- 10, Iiis (L?lc{n',
that all are invelved in the {ull; and ghare in the bitter conso-
quences; and that, in this state, ¢ we are wholly incapable of
doing any good, and inclined to ulf wickedness.” In Adam all
is lost.  Shall there be now no release, for infants as well ag
adults, from this state of sin?  ITave we not an intimation of
redemption in the promise mads at the first? T will pub en-
mity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and
her seed: it shall Iruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his
licel.” ' A remedy for sin was to be provided, and the woes of
hmmanjty relieved.  Man had fallen, but God provided a Ile-
deemer,

In tlhc sublimo Tact,  The Word was made flesh,” wa have an
sch of love surpassing comprehension. In Jesus Chris, tho
Second Adam, we lave gained what was lost by the first. Here

we have an entrance into owur life of one *mnot born in the way

of nature, but by miracle "—nat in sin, as every other human be-
ing had been born, but sinless: one of whom nlone it eould not
be S:l,i.ll, “.He wasg ‘slmpon in iniquity, and in sin did his mother
coneeive him.” e wus man, in all points, like unto us, sin
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excepted, ““so thab the same human nature which had sinned
should likewise mako satisfaction for sinj’” and he was divine,
¢ ihat he might, by the power of lis Godhead, sustain, in his
Juman nature, the burden of God's wrath,” ete. DMan had
fullen, the ruee was corrupt, the Redeemer had to impart n new
life, so that man could be forgiven and pardoned. In order to
this, a source of life had to be opened-—~the moral corruption of
onr nature had to be counteracted—the seed of sin, ending in
death, rooted up, so that life and health could be imparted.  In
the Porson of our Blessed Lard, we have the Sceond Adam—
the fountain of a new evder of life to the world, Ile, in and
by whom sin is forever destroyed—tho Dread of Eternal Life—
the fountain of Living Water. As in Adam, the race starts
and flows on centinually, overy member of it sharing in the
corrupfion—in sin: so in Jesus Christ, o new life starts, of a
ligher order, in which life, in some way, every one must share,
in order to obtain cternal life. ¢ That which is born of tho
flesh is Mosh, antd that whiel is born of the Spivit is spirit.”
To effact this end, it pleased Ged, in Infinite Wisdom, to insert
into our sinful race this sinless One, to atouc for sin, and to ro-
storc unto it rizhteousness and Life.  As our Mediator, he of-
fered HMimself for the race, and in some way, mysterious to the
hnman mind, God veeepted the offering, that * e is the propi-
tintion for our sins, and not lov ours cnly, but for the sins of
the whole world.”  As in Adam, we have opened the fountain
of govruption, ever repeating itself in the transmission of moral
ovil, g0 in Josus Christ there is openeid the fountain to Lifo.
“The fiest Adam was made o living sonl, the Iast Adam was
made a guickening {4 ¢., life-lmparting) Spirit.” 1 Car, xv. 45.
But low ean this bo? Tlow can Christ, the Life, so impart
Ilimself to IIis people, to be Bternal Life to them?  TFhe an-
thor answers, “ By the power of the IToly Ghost. The especial
wark of the Holy Ghost, in the ceonomy of Grace, is to malke
Clist present.  The Spirit does not, in this dispensation; re-
wencrate and strengthen man by Himself, as it were, but by the
very life and strength of the Second Adam, Jesus Christ,—
Clrist, not as God, for as God Ie is every where, but the

1868.] The Second Adam and the New Birth, 51

“whole Christ—the Clwistwho ig © perfeet God and porfect man,

of a rensonable soul and human fesh subsisting. " “I mean a
mystical and supernatural prescnee—a prcscn?:c for the most
wondrons and gracious of purpeses, to make uy partakers of o
now ']il'e,——buh, withul, 2 prescnce infinitely above aur compre-
hension, heeruse the presence of the nature of one infinitely

- abave pur compreliension ; becnuse, agnin, the presence within

us of the nature of u spivitual body, of which apiritual body we
know nothing. I mean a presence ahove nature, and bl'ou-ght
nbout in a way infinitely above nature, through the power and
working of God's Almighty Spirit.”  That this is no new view
but renches fur back, Is seen from the following extract: « T(;
all things IMe (Christ) is life, and to men ligl?t us the Son of

: 1 . 4 .«
God. . .. Adamisin usasan original cause of our nature,

and of that corruption of nature which cansetl; death 1 Christ as
-thc cause original of vestoration to life. The person of Adum
is n‘at in us, but his nature, and the corrtiption of his nature
derived into all men hy propagation : Christ, hovine Adam's
nature s wo have, bub incorrupt, deriveth not n:Lturg, but in-
sorruption, and that immediately from Mis own Persan, into all
that belong unto Wim.  As, therefore, we are really partakers
of the body of sin and death received from Adam, so, except we
be truly purtakers of Christ, and ns renlly possessed of Hig
Spivit, all we speal of cternal life is but o dream, Doth any
man doubt but that even from the flesh of Christ our very bo-
dios do receive that life which shall make ' them mlorious ab the
Iutter duy, and for whicl they are accounted me'l;s of Iis
lessed body ? - Our corvuptible bodies eould never live the life
they shalllive, were it not that here they are joined with ITis bady,
whielt is incorraptible, and that His {I')ody). is in qurs as a cmuse’
Q.r immortality, & cause by removing through the death and me-
rit ol His own flesh that which hindered the life of onvs. Clivisg
is therefore, both ns God and as man, that true Vine whereof
we both spiritually and corporally are branches,” efe. Tecles
Dol. Took V., €I, 46, Sec. 9. '
.“‘ Sell it (the flesh of Christ) is preperly said to be life-
giving, as it is pervaded with the fulness of life for the purpose
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ol transmitling it to ws. . . . Accordingly, he shows that in
is humanity alse fuiness of life resides, so that every one who
communjeates in Iis flesh and blood, ab the same thne, enjoys
the participation of life.  As water is at one Lime drunk ont of
the fountain . . . . so the {lesk of Christ is like o rich and in-
exhaustible fountain, which transfuses into us the life fowing
forth from the Godhead into itself, Now, who sees not that the
- gomwunion of the flesh and blood of Chvist is necessary to all
who aspive to the heavenly life? Ilence those passuges of the
Apostle: The Church is the *Dody of Christ,” ‘ Ilis fulness,’
«I1p is the Head, fram whom the whole body fitly jeined togeth-
er, und compacted by that whieh every joint supplicth, mulketh
incroase of the body.”  Rph. i.28; iv. 15, 16.  Our bodics are
the *members of Christ.” We perceive that all these things
cannot possibly take place unless he adheres to us whoﬂ_).' in
body and in spirit. BDut the very close conneetion which unites
us to Iis fesh, Lie Nlustrated with still more splendid epithots,
when he said shat ¢we are members of Ilis body, of Ilis flesh,
and of TIis bones.”  BTph.v. 30, Atlengih, lo testily that the
matber is too high for utterance, hie concludes with excluiming
¢This is a great mystery.” Hp. v. 82" Calvin’s Institutes,
Book IV., Clhap. 17, Sece. 9.

To effect the ohject of the Redecmer's mission, anid to carry
pn this great work, in and for tis people, lle institutes Ilis
Cimreh—Eis Body—in which Ile is ever present, sccording to
1Tis own promise, “ Lo, T wn with you alway, even fo the end
of the world.”  This is n glorions order from God, let down
from heaven—an order supernatural-—possessing forees and
powers for the great purposes of human 1'cdcmpti0n: ‘ It is not
a system of doctrine, not a scheme or gystem of religion, * but
it iz o heavenly, spivitual state of things, introduced by our
Saviour, for the purpose of counteracting a earnal, sinful sfium
of things, introduced into the world by the =in ol the first
Adam.”  In this order, salvation ey és possible, as the Pres-
byterian Confession snys, concerning the Chuveh, “out of which
there i no ordinary poessibility of salvation.”  Tut how shail
that which is born of the {lesh obtain entrance into this * heav-
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“enly state of things?" Is there a nccessity to enter ?  As-
- suredly. Entrance into this glorious order is alone by com-
_plying with the terms of admission, * e that Dbelioveth and is

baptized.”  There is something wonderful in all this, that to an
entrance into that order where Iife Is, the immortal spirit should
consgiously recognize the Redeemer and Joy hold on His hiessed
offers, aud ycé that all this should be in eonncelion with the
washing, as declared by “being baptized”  How different this
from the theory held and taught in our day. The New Birth
is Jooked upon as the same event in the listory of the soul, in
which there is a turning from the world to (od, making our
ingrafting into Christ und conversion one and the same fuct;
and yet our Divine Redeemer luys down w different order when
Nicodemus inquires from Him, and there again connects this
New Biveh with water, “ Verily, verily, I sny unto you, except
a man be boru of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into
the Kingdom of God.”  So again in the Apostolic commission,
Qo ye, thergfore, and teach all nations, baptizing thew,” &e.
So, too, after the cffusion of the IToly Ghost, when the Living
Truth came to the heavts of the peaple, and three thousand
anxious sonls asked, “Men and brethren, what shall we do?”
we huve ngain the water, o baptism for the remission of sins.”
Acts il 88, Tn the case of Saul, who persceuted the Church,
when God confronted him, and when the glorificd Redecmer
said to him, “I wm Jesus whom thou persccutest,” this con-
verted man was divected to go to Damascus, and there Le should
be tohl what to do, and here again we bave the water, “Arisg,
and be Daptized, and wash away thy sins.”” Acts xxii. 38.
Another world from $hat which would have said, Come to the
anxions seat and be converted.  Whether all this is to be set
down as o “ Romanizing tendeney,” or whether it is to be re-
garded as ¢ High Church Puscyism,” or “Extreme Ritualism,”
there we read it—so it was believed—so the Lorid Jesus tanght.

What shall this entrance, by Baptism, into this supernatural
order be ealled? What is the relation which it effects? It is
incorporating (emverletbet) into Christ—grafting into Him, who
is the Sccond Adam.  Qur author ealls it “the Grace of Re-

4
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the impure and sentenced nature which we draw from Adam is
altered and amended ;' and Calvin, alse, © By Baptism we were
initiated . . . inte the name of the Father, and the Son, and
the Ioly Ghost.”
 With this preparation, and the arrangements made for the
tdevelopment of @ now life, the question comas up, ¢ Who are the
praper recipients of that Saerament which our Lord has or-
dained as the means of engrafting men into Iis Body "' to which
_our author amswers, *© All those who partake of the nature of the
first Adam.” Al who pavtake of the condemnation of the frst
Adam, have a right to the grace offered in the Second. But
net all are fisted to enter, and yet all, without exception, are
in original sin.  Only Infants, and those that repent and be-
lieve, and ave baptized, At the first adulis were baptized, be-
eause then the very name of Christ was anknown, hut this was
an unusual state ov condition of things. * Dut this surely was
not to be the nermal state of things.”  ¢*Tlhelieve, then, that the
New Testament was written, not for the age of the Climrch in
which the Gospel was prenched to unbelievers, but for those many
suceessive ages that have suceceded it, in whicl the children of the
Clurel have been taught more or less of its truths from the earliest
dawn of their consciousness, When, then, the New Testoment
mentions {requently the BDaptism of nidults, it does precisely
what any other missionnry record would do.””  In the Acts of
the Apostles, the record of the missionary labors of theservants
of God, we have the notice of baptism in tho ease of those who
were led by the Sermon of Peter to ask, “Men and Drethren,
what shall we do?”  Tho answer comnes, *“Repent: and be bap-
tizod every one of you . . . . for the promise is to you, and to
yaur ehildven,”” ¢ They were to lie baptized nECAUSE of fhe pro-
mise; but the promise belonged te thedr ehildren, as well as to
them, conscquently Baptism, the seal of the promise, would
erqually belong to their children; at least, they, being bronght
up in a religion, the first principle of which was that children
shoull be adwmitted into a eovenant of promise on their cighth
day, would assuredly wunderstand it so, il not expressly forbid-
den.”  The Sun, in whom all centred, had arisen; ¢ The Word
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was made flesh,”” and in Chvist wo find the interpretation and
completion of all preceding worship and divine acts. But, as
before said, the promise was not only to them, but also to their
children, and they ‘were admitted into peculinr 1:cl:mtions to God,

by civcumeision, God's own appointment.  As infants were not

disqualified under the Old Lestament dispensation, huthad to enter
solown relaions on their ciehth day, on pain of being cut ofl,
neither are they disqualified in this new dispcnsutim}; it is ro-
ther the qualification for these covenant blessings. = ¢ But in
the Old Covenant it was o fundamental principle to admit chil-
dren to its bicssings, and a rite was ordained for the purpose.
This rite was superceded by another, as the form of e11t1':1:11cc
into the grace of the New Covenant. . . . Weshould certainly
have been told, for instance, that in the three househo].ds, of the
baptism of which we have » record, there were no children, or
that the children in them had their Daptism deferved. . . . If
Infant Baptism is practiced at all, it must, of ncccs:sity, 500N Sli-
pereade, in o Christian community, the practico of l‘l(‘]u]t Dap-
tism. I, then, it were contrary to the will of the Divine Foun-
der that infants should be baptized, we should certainly have
been warned against it. . . . . . Wo should have oxpected some
such rulc as this: “ Let not 2 child be baptized till ho is of
such an age: till he has had such and such instruction: ’till ]m‘
has shown that hie has profited under it by the genuine signs of
Conversion.”  «If, then, the baptism of infants be contrary to
Christ’s will, the omission of all warning against so universal a
custom—a custom that so rapidly and so naturally superceded
Adult Baptism—is inconeeivable.”  If chi!drer} are ﬁt'subjects
for haptism—if it is to be for them a har to'omgllnul .sm—thcn
Dbaptism must e for them what Christ ovdained it, vin: “The
communication of Himself as the Sccond Adam.” It is sad to
admit that this ancient faith hag been undermined, and has
given way bo a great extent, so that new there ]S doubtw_]mther,
after all, by baptism, infants are ingrafted into Christ, :m.tl
whetlier He communicates ITimself, as the Second Adam, in
this Ioly transuction. The very faet that on children are
Daptized—are covenanted with God—grafted into the Second
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Adam, is the source of the greatest comfort to the Christinn
heart when berelt of them. < They were suffered to come to
Christ,” and in this holy transaction He laid ITis hand on them
and Dblessed them, What becomes of the unbaplized, not in-
grafted ehild, dying in infaney, it is not for us to say. * 8o
our author says: “They are made partakers of his deadly na-
ture in w state of perfect unsonseiousuess,  When they can do
no sin—for they arc in the mere germ of existence—they aro
made partakers of Adam’s nature of sin and death, IF, then,
God has provided a Second Adam (which, blessed be His holy
name, Ho hes done,) why should not infants in o like state of
helplessness receive in Baptism Ilis nature, in order to counter-
nct that evil, and renew the nature they have lelplessly and
unavoidably received from the first Adun ¥ Regeneration,”
as has been well said, ““is the correlative and opposito to origi-
nal sin.  As original sin is the sransmission of u quality of evil,
g0 regeneration is the infusion of a quality of good : usoriginal
sin s inhevited without the personal nct of us whe are born of
the flesh, so regeneration is bestowed without the porsonul merit
'in us who are born of the Spirit: us in the inlieritance of original
sin we are passive, and unconscious, so in regencration, when
wo are baptized ny infants, we as passively and unconsciously
reeeive a new nature.”  (an unconsciousness, then, be made o
bar Lo the reception of the nature of the Second Adam, sceing
it is not to the reception of the naturc of the first Adam? Taking
this view of the case, baptism is indispensable—conveys grace,
and the denial of it is one of the most fearful heresies inficted
on Cliistianity, leaving out, on the wild commons of the world,
the infant clild, having inherited a depraved natare, and re-
fusing to it o be ingrafted into a new stock in order to partake
of a new life. It brings the baptized child into new rolationa
to God and to Clist, oven as the ciremmeised among the Jews
were brought into relations to God different from thoese of tho
L]

%It is known Lo many that o beliel prevaited in the hurch formerly (ned perhaps
now) that the unbuptized ehild, dying in infnney, esn never beeomo completoly
happy, or, in other wordy, con nover sve the % Dentifie Vision."”
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wnciremmeised.  On this plane we can see the infused puis?n,
in the rationalism of our duy, eropping ont, gradually preparing
the way for bolder conguests. .

That this is no imaginary state—that the rclalion of the
Baptized is what the Sacrament snys it is, in other words “that
;?hc Holy Ghost,”* iz clear from the Word of G-ml: God, in
His Tely Word, addressing his chililren through his scx'mfn‘ts,
proceeds upon this fuet, us may ba seen 'ﬁ'mn every pngc. The
cireumeised peaple, as well as the baptized member, is :11\::@'5
adidressed as having received grace,—is addressed as being in a
relation dillerent from the individual of the world, 'l‘u.?(c the
following: “Tsrnel. is my son, even my first-born.” Tox, f. i,
“¥e are the children of the Diord your God.”” Deut. xiv. L.
¢ And when the Lord saw it, ke abliorred them, boeanso of the
prevoking of his sons and of his daughters.”” Deut. xxxii. 19.
«T have nourished and brought up children, and they have re-
belled against me.” Jsa. i. 2. And so throughout the \\'hol-c
011 Testument Seriptures, Ilis people are addressed as ¢ His
children,” *ITis people,” “ITis chosen,” “Ilis Bride,” cte. efe.
And now, beeause they had bestowed upan them such dzst.-'u—
auished privileges and fayors—hecuuse they had been :ulma.l;—
ted into these peenliny relations, and in these sinned, and did
wigkedly, and their sins were great, the need of repentance, on
the other hand, was so very pressing and so wrgent, as we have
it from the mouths of the holy prophets. IBut hew were they
brought into these relations?  How were they bmugl_w to share
in the privileges God had ordained for them?  Decidedly, by
Circumeision. Gen. xvil. 9<18. And by this divincly or-
dained rite, children of Jewish parents ontered into covenant
relations with God, ringing them under the most solemn obli-
gations to love, obey, and serve God.  And this cﬂntinl}cd in
foree until this ceonomy was cnded by being taken up into a
new and higher order when the © Word was made flesh.”

B rreresns Lo grneo promised is wot only ofeved, but really cchibited and conferved
by the loly Ghost, &e. Confession of Paith—Art. 28, Baplist,  Yreshylerian
Churyh.

rrace is not only oltered, but really exhibited and conferred by’
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“The Kingldom of Heaven is at hand.” The second Aduam
is here. The source ov fountain of a new order of life is
opened, fo which we atre to como for life, and to whom we are
to be supernaturally joined by a union so close “that it could
ouly De illustvated by the union that subsists betwixt o human
body composed of various limbs and its head, and a vine and
the branches that branch out from it."” ‘This kingdom Is peca-
linr, and e who is the ead of it gives us intimations of the
real state of it.  Take the parable of the taves, Mat. Xiii. 24,
26. Then the parablo of the deaw-net, Mab. xiii. 47 et seq.,
and also John xv. 1-G; besides many others.  And does not
this give us an insight into this kingdom? Who ean read the
Apostolic epistles and believe, though addressed to the * Saints
and Faithlul,"” that there was no admixture of ovil with gooi ?
Indecd Churcl History gives a history of one continued warflaro
between evil and good, which seems to repeat 1scll, even now,
in the contests hetweon rationulism and the truth.  And yot
what advantages have been offered, when it is borne in mind
that these “Saints and Faithful” were in a state of grice.

It is clear from the Word of Cod that two elasses are recog-
nized, the one in Grace, the other nob. Tt will assist us zreatly
in reading the Word of God, to observe this distinetion. To
this point the author now addresses himself. The apostle ad-
dresses hiis readers and hiearvers “as in o real stute of grace, as

all partakers of the Iloly Spirit, and baptized dy Him into

Christ’s boilly—not into & mere outwnrd sacicty, hut inte Iig
mystical body.” In all his epistles hie gives us to understand that
great grace is offered, and that this is always conditioned.
What is not to he forgotten is that it is veally offorod—-really
at hand.  In the Tpistle to the Corinthiansg, he addresses it to
the “Church of God which is at Corinth,” the “Sunctified in
Christ Jesus,"" the “called to be saints.”  Ilere we cannot ape-
cify, for want of room, but wonld say that the whole Bpistle is
framed on this ground, “Of Him are ye in Chrigt Jesus, Ye
are God's husbandry,” ete., cte.  Talie this then as o fact, be-
ing in grace, and there is to bo deduced a theory far diffevent
from our common, and as some would soy, “Hvangelical Pro-
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" testantism,” which deserves to be sincercly pondered and
prayerfully Inid to lieart. The lollowing infercnces are made:
“ First, yon observe that St Paul's mode of addressing nomi-
nal Christings exactly answers to the way in which the pro-
phets treated nominal Jews. In both the onme case and the
other the real commnunication of the privileze of the respectivo
covenants, was insisted on, to convinee those under the cove-
nants of their greater sin in not living up to the covenant bless-
ings and obligations. Tho covenant blessing ol which the
Corinthian Christians had been made partakers, viz: gralting
into Christ’s body in Daptism, was an infinitely grester spirit-
unl blessing than thet received by the Jewish child ot his cir-
cumeision; und yet, in one important respect, they answered to
one another. They laid the reeipicnt, in cach cuse, under ob-
Hgations of which he could never divest himself, and yet which
he might receive io his greater condemnation, Then observe,
what was St. Taul's fear respecting his converts. It was not
Iest any should deem themselves to be members of Clirist when
they were nof, but lest those who had been all made members
of Christ should fuil to realizo it. Ilo casts not the shadow of a
doubt on the reality of their engraflting inte Christ; on the
conirary, he holds all responsible for grace, becuuse all had
been engrafted. . . . We find no expression of doubt or
hesitation respecting the Corinthians having all received grace.
‘Know ye not that your bodies? etc.' Yo arc the body of
Clirist, ete.” . . . You will observe, also, how impossiblo it
is to suppose that the apostle addressed his converts on some
unreal hypothesis, or imaginary charvitable assumption, that
they wero membors of Christ, when in reality they wero not;
for he intimates in all the expressions that the sin of the Co-
rinthizng was immeasurably euhanced by the fact of their actu-
ally being members of Christ.”  pp. 67-08. Then we have an
examination info the tenching of the Tpistles to the Romans
and Colossiuns, and here we find the same way of procecding.
“In both these Epistles the grace of union with the Second
Adam is presontod to us asw co-hurinl and co-resurrection with
Christ.  We are united to Him net enly as an A dam, but as a
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eracified and risen Adam. In partaking of ITim, we partake
hoth of His dexth and resurrcetion; so that the snme Baptism

~which grafts us into im, is the means by and in which we are

co-huried and co-raised with ITim.”" 'This is seen f;]n'ouglﬁout
the whole of the Epistle to the Romans. From this is deduced,
“Tirst, that the Apostle contemplates the Baptism of all the
Roman Christinus, without exception, to be a union with Clrist,

a grafting into Him as the Second Adam, n eco-burial with ITim’

in His burinl, and o rising agnin with Him in Iis resurrection.
He uses the most tuclusive term, “So many of us,” and Lo ap-
peals to it as an indisputable truth.  “Kuew ye net, that so
many of us as were Daptized into Jesus Christ were baptized
inte Ifis death?"" < Obsorve, also, that the words of the Apostle
liere, exactly answer to his mode of spealking to the Corinth-
iung, and have the sume practical force.” It is not an idle
thonght to be grafted into Christ, and it is no light matter to
Iet the baptized understand, that there are no baptismal obliga-
tions under which they are, and to intimate that no grace hag
been conlerred, and so ignore if.  Rather should tho fact of
grace oflered and conferroed in baptism, be pressed home upon
the conscience and the heart, as the Aposile always does to his
hearers and tells them, that because they are in grace, because
their baptism Aas meaning, because they are engrafted into
Chirist and thus have great advantages offered, therefore * they
are to wualk in newness of life.” The same mode we find in
the Epistle to tho Colossians, addressed to the ““Saints and
faithful brethren in Christ.” ITere again the address is gene-
ral, and then, in the sccond chapter, the apostle exhorts these
very ‘“saints and Drethren in Christ,” to constancy, and he
challenges them fo wall in newness of lile, because thero has
been for them a baptism, burial, and resurvoction. Col. if. 12
Indeed, only on the ground of their union with the Sccond Ad-
am—tlicir engrafting into him by baptism, can you understand
the precepts addressed to them. So in the third chapter, chil-
dren, husbands, wives, scrvents are addvessed, and all, as in o
state of grace, and in the ense of children, it follows that they,
as well as their parents, had been buried with Christ in their
baptism.
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We have been, so fur, free in making extracts from this in-
tevesting hook, to show the drift of the author’s arguments,
and we may say, that tho same result is reached in the case of
the other‘epistles. There is no singling out, but his address is
general, “to the saints and Dbrothren in Christ,” Ep. to Gal,
iii. 26, ete., the peenline grace bestowed in baptism is brought
forward again, as the incentive to holiness.  Any one reading
these Epistles, cannob Lelp but see, thai by Daptism these per-
sons addresseld had been brought into u state, in whieh before
baptism thoy had not been; or, in other words, they teach
Baptismal Regencration, in the seuse in which rogencration
hus been explained, or an ingrafting into Christ, as clearly as
they teach and assert the love of God as manifested in Cluist
Jesus our Lord.  Whether the doctrine is horrible or not, there
it i3, and it requires a perverted mind to veed it out these Bpis-
tles.  ¢“It cannot be alleged that St. Panl had no opportunitics
of introducing the doctrine of partial grace, or particular elee-
tion, to tho churehes whiel he addressed. Many of them had
admitted gross crrors into their practice; others, as the Gula-
tians, had swerved widely from sound doctrine; many individ-
usls wore “unruly and vain talkers, and deeeivers, who sub-
verted whole houses, teaching things that they onght not, for
filthy lucre's sako.”  These corruptions, however, are nowhere
attributed to the denial of grace, but always to the abuse or
negleet of . The Apostle calls the heathen nations ¢ children
of wrath, and sinners of the Gentiles,” se, cqually clear, he
intimates that the Christians he addresses were thus regencr-
ato; as having “put off the old man with its deeds,” and lay-
ing become the “temple of the Holy Ghost,” and the “members
of Christ,” as having the spirvitual circumeision, and being
“Duried with Christ in baptism,” and ag being ““wnshed, sancti-
fied and justified in the namp of our Lord Jesus, and by the
Spirit of our God." To the Galatians, “bewitehed ™ ag he
says they wore, ¢“that they should not obey the truth,”” Tie stili
writes, “Ye ave all tho children of God, hy faith in Christ
Jesus.  Tor as many of you as have been baptized into Clivist,
have put on Christ.” These addresses and exlhortations are
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founded on the principle thut the disciples, by their dedication
to Giod in baptism, had been brought into a state of reconcile-
ment with Tim, had been admitted to privilegos, which the
Apostle calls on them to improve. On the authority of this
example, and of the nndeniable practice of the first nges of

- Christinnily, buptism has been held as conveying regencration,

instructing us to pray, belore baptism, ¢ that the infunt may be
born again, and made an heir of everlasting salvation; and to
return thauks, after baptism, that it hath pleased God to regen-
erate the infant by Iis IHoly Spirit, and to reecive him for
His own child hy adoption.”  This theory, we know, is differ-
ent from the prevailing theory in our dey, and what assumes to
jtsell the name of “ Tvangelienl Clristianity,” in which theory,
the initind sacramont is iznored, and studiously keeps all on the
outside, who lave not been experimentally converted to God.
Indeed, in that scheme, which lifts children, uncovenanted, to
heaven, nnd becomes horrificd when hearing of a linbus infan-
tum, the doctrine of Daptismal regeneration, ean find no foot-
hold. It shudders at the appellation of ¢“soint and believer,”
to one, in whose case the apostie stood in doubt, and yct, thiy is
precisely what is done once and again by the sume apostle, in
the N. T. Epistles. As in the O. 1. appellations were used
when addressing the whole multitude, so in the N. T. we have
the same modo of address in the case of those who were bap-
tized. The address is not made to those who passed through
the unmeaning and unseriptural process of conversion, at some
newly invented anxions-seat, where there is o total iznoring of
all grace, n studious shutting it oub from the mind, but it is
made to those baptized, anid so brought into graco, as o ground
or basis upon which tlieir lives arc to be governed and con-
trolled. It means to say, fo cvery bapsized member, that in
some ‘‘real senso, baptism separabed cach man to God's service,
and that, if such an one failed to live up to his profession, hLe
was so far a living lie”” This modern thoory is unknown to
the N. T. Tt is something new. It ennnob frame the lip to
speak, in a general way, of Christians as “saints, or holy,” and
yet the apostle does so repeatedly. “You will observe, that
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St. Paul constantly uses these appellations, not as implying that
his hearers had attaived superior Christinn excellence, but ns
suggesting o motive for their exerting themselves o attain it.
e never tells any of them {o expeet any ‘eall,’ but addresses
thiem all as ‘ealled saints,” nnd exhorts them to ‘walk worthy of
the voeation wherewith they are called.”  Ilo never speaks of
them decoming elect, but cxhorts them, as the elect of God,
holy (or sainis) to put on mercy, kindness, and humblencss, and
o give diligence to male their calling and clection sure.  Ne-
ver docs he exhort them to De saints, but to wall as becometh
saints, never to enfer inte any brotherhood, but to ‘love as’
brothron,  The titles, in short, which he applies, all denote
their privileges and their dutics, not their good wuse of those
privileges, and fuithful performance of those datics.” Whateley.
Ignore these distinctions, allow the engrafted person to remain
under the delusion that there has been no grace eonferred, bring
Lim to thinl only of his conversion at some far off time, at the
anxious-seat, and Le will fec! himself absolved from the Christ-
jan covenant, as completely ns the untaught heathen., Who
does not feel that here we have two theories, one, the seriptu-
ral, emphatically aflivming grace conlerred in baptism,—or an
engrafting into Christ by i4; and the other denying it, and ex-
peeting the regeneration and conversion to be effected during
some speciel cxcitement, gotten up for the purpose? Does it
not bring in a new Gospel, a new theory of Redemption, un-
known to the apostle’s mind?  This labter view holds all uncon-
verted persons alilke—that there is no speeinl responsibility im-
posed on them—that they are as the heathen are, with only this
difference, that they have been born in a Christian land, when
in faet, because of their haptism, their relation is far difforent.
Is it not true, and who will deny, that a grave responsibility
rests upon the toacher of the Word of God—that the ignoring
of this grace has much to do with the sad state of aflairs every
whero prevalent, when the young, though baptized, are unwil-
ling to own and acknowledge God by a profession of faith in
Christ? “If men are Labitually tasght that they never begin
to be in any sense ‘God's people,” or ‘holy,” &ill they aro con-
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verted, when they ave grown to maburity; and when, along

with this, they are reminded that they can do nothing to for-
ward this eonversion, so entively is it the work of God; of
course under sueh teaching they hold themselves to be a3 com-
pletely out of the pale, and absolved from the obligations of
the Christian covenant as the heathen.”  And is not this the com-
plexion, the chavacter of the larger percentage of preaching as
we now have iv in the Protestant Church? Tisten to this, and
then turn to the addresses and exhortations of the Apostle, as
found in Lis epistles, and you are made to fecl that there are
two worlds—two orders of thonght, in which the speakers
move, The Apostle does not know of the modern distinetions
of our day, the scleet fow, and of the othevs still needing
regeneration and conversion, ns modern revival preachers
lustily ery, but he sponks of the great body of the haptized asg
brought into & peculiar grace, and therefore exhorts them, he-
cause of i, to be earchul to sce to it that they [ull not away,
but to wall in newness of life, to make their ealling and elec-
tion sure.

But these peculiarities are not confined alone to the Epistles
alrendy guotod.  The IEpistle to the Tphesians is {ull of the
same teaching—the assertion of grace bestowed upon the
“Baints and faithful,” at Tphesns, The same also is true of thy
Parables of our Lord, ns well as of the remaining Epistles,
Carefully examine them.  And new, what is the inferenco from
all these fucts?  Bvidently this, that what hebd in that day in
the Clurch of Christ, must hold in onr day—that if the bap-
tized member was by baptism brought inte grace, or in other
words, grafted into Chrisk, so mast the baptized member be in
our day—that if it was fonrful to possess such grace and abuse
ity so it is now,—that if by it the baptived member was laid
under the most solemn obligation to obey and love God, so the
baptized member iz now. That these persons addressed as
“ Baints amd Faithful,” were so in the modern sense, eannot be
male out, and no ong, with an earnest mind, can read the Word
of God so. Take theiden of regeneration and conversion, as held
in our dony, as meaning the truly godly Christian, and in that
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light rend snch passages as Tph. iv, 235, ef geq.; Col. iii. 18;
Heb. xii. 1635 1 Tet. iv. 18, It all “proceeds on the assumption
that all to whom they are addressed, have been received, by o
past act of God's mercy, into o state of grace and a holy
fellowship. which may yet be uneared for and unvealized, and
so cventually losk.  All wre brethren, all ave partalers of a
ealling and cleetion, which they all must give diligence to make
sure.” It is not to a scleet few, bub the responsibility rests
on the whole boidy of Christians, #s is clear. “The precepts and
warnings containerd in them (the Lpistles) can be applied in
their entireness to Christinns of this ow day, only on the prin-
eiple of Baptismal Iegeneration, as held by the Catholic Chureh ;
for on this principle, and on this nlone, can the mass of nominal
Christizns be held answerable for having received grace.”  And,
indeed, this principle of the universal diffusion of grace, nnd the
conserquent responsibility. of the whole body of Chvistians, is
not only implied, but asserted over and over again.  So Ram.
xil. 85 1 Cor. iii. 16, 17; vii. Ty xil. T; xiil. 27; 2 Cor. vi. 1;
Gal. iii. 26-28, ete., cte., ete.  In all this is implied that bap-
tism is of force—that it confers grace, as is held in all Irotest-
ant Confossions—and that because, by baptism, grafted into
Clivist, the responsibility is so great and the challenge so car-
nest, that each onc is called upen ““fo wmake his calling and
election snre.” It means too, to aflirm that the Church is mora
than a wmere idea—that she is truly the Body of Christ—an
order of grace let down [rom heaven, comprehending forees and
powers which arc not of the world—that here, and not beyond
her (ns the Presbyterian Confession teaches) salvation is found,
and that by nature {without any exception made in favor of
children of believing parents) wo “are all the children of
weath,” and that, in the wisdem of God, Io instituted for the
Jew circumeision, by which the circumeised entered into fellow-
ship with a grace God had prepared, and in the New Testament
ceonomy, by baptism grafted into Christ—made a partaker in
the life of the Seeond Adam, and consequently is called into o
relation of holinoss, and is bound to obedience, fuith and Jove.
«But it is not enough thus to be in Christ, but we must abide
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in Him. ‘If yo abide in me,” saith He, dmplying that some may
be in Ilim, and yet not abide <n Ifim. Such are they who once
were haptized, and so made members of His body, but are after-
wards cut off Dy Ilis Churel, or Dy themselves: sueh as re-
nounce their Buptism, or leave ofl to profess ITis doctrine and
religion: and such as only profess it, but do not tako eare io
believe nad live according to it.'—DEVERIDGE.

In the way of objection, by those who ignore grace in the
Seerament of Daptism, and are alarmioed ot the very words of
Baptismal Regeneration, it is triumphantly asked, is it not
writben, ¢ Therefore if any man be in Christ, hic is n new orea-
ture: old things are passed awny: behold, wll things arc hecome
new?!” Ilow ean ho bo o new ereature, if ke has never been
converted? * Theanswer to this is, of course, that n man must
not only be grafted inte Christ, but must abide in Ilim.”" “Wo
kave the whole dectrine of grafiing into Christ, and union with
TMim, and its rosults, in our Lord’s similitude of the Vine
and its Dranches; and in that similitude 1Te recognizes the
awlul truth that a man may have been brought unto ITim, and
yet be barren of the fruits of loliness and goodness here, and
ba finally lost hereafter.” (John xv.). Then the case of Simon
Magus is reconciled, and it is added, concerning the unworthy
reception of Baptism by an adult, “I cannot sce any difficulty
in it which is not satisfactorily cleared up by the Seripture
analogy of the graft.” (Rom. xi. 17-24).  Baptism, no matter
what the state of heart of the reeipient, ab once brings the bap-
tized into contact (if I may use the expression) with the highest

- powers of the unseen world.  In somo infinitely mysterious way,

the human graft there and then comes into contact with the
new sbock of humanity—ithe Second Adam.  If there be faith
in the person baptized, he, at onee, begins to partake of the
root and fatness of the Divine olive-troe, which, if Ae yields hivs
will to ¢, subdues to itsell the whole inner man (1 Jno. jii. G-9).
If he Las not faith, the saving cflieacy of the grace of Christ
enters not into him; nevertheless he is, all the same, brought futo
contact with the True Tine, nUr 1o 1U1S CONDEMNATION. .

If baptism is, no matter what the circumstances, to be adminis-
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tered only once, it must do its worl, and do it onee for all.  And
that wark can only be the Dringing o man, either to his preseht
salyation or to his utter condemnation, into the one family, the
gathering him into the one fold, the grafting him into the one
stock, the joining him te the one mystieal body."”

We are aware that baptism has been repeatedly held forth as
only a sign, and that it is a beausiful badge of our prolession,
leaving the whole subject indefinite and indistinet, an avowal
of our sincerity, when the truth is, that there is not a singlo
place that can be named, where it is not conneeted with spiritual
grace bestowed in it, and this spirit will say with Faustus Soci-
nus: “Nothing else ean he meant, by the washing away of sins
by Baptismal water, than that it ie declared by the baptism, that
the man's sins are already done away, and so this is, as it were,
publicly sealed.”  * Regeneration is the implanted germ of a
new nature, the infusion of a new leaven, a union with Clrist,
which may be the smallest thing possible—as small in the eye
of mun, as a grain of mustand seed, in its beginnings, but then
it is ealeulnted and intended to subdue the whole inner man."
Trom all this may he scen *“ the evincidence of Seripture with
this view of Sacramental union with Him, and the exnlted posi-
tion the Saviour s, in Infinite Wisdom, nssigned to the Suera-
ment of Daptism, as the means of making men partakers of ITis
nature.”

But then, too, it is said that this view of grace, conferred in
baptism, is dircctly opposed te the doetrine of election and Jus-
tification by Faith. This does not of necessity follow. The
Seriptures unquestionably tench an clection, hut then it is
asked, “Does He so cleet mon to His benefits, whatever theso
nre, that they must necessarily respond to IHis eleetion ! Io
certainly did not so elect the Jows: for He elected them to
blessings to which they in no respoct responded.” In the Epis-
tle to the Romans, chaps. 8-11, wo have the dactrine of elee-
tion, if any where in Seripture, and yet these chapters darc not
be so isolated from tho preceding, and especially from the Gil,
where we “have the most decided assertion possible that all
the baptized ” are buried with Christ by baptism into death;
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-thut liko as Ile (Christ} was raised from the dead by the glory
-of the Futher, so we also (2. e., all the baptized) should walk in
nowness of life.”  “Again, all the Roman Christinns ave, with-
.out exeeption, bid to rockon themsclves dead indeed unto sin,
“but alive unte God through Jesus Christ our Lord:"” and for this
- practieel end, “Leb not sin, therefore, reign in your mortal

body,"” ete. This mukes all the baptized answerable for Graee.
This view was held by rigid Calvinists, s Bradferd, and Calvin
himself. Institutes IT. Chap. 16. '

Once more, it s said, that by this theory no room is left for
preaching conversion.  “It is preswmed that the carcless and
worldly will rest satisfied with their Baptisinal engrafting; and
make it *a screen to hide from themsclves the neeessity of the
complete aetnal chonge of mind and dispesition necessary o
them.””  “If such do so, we can only say that they do it in
willul iznorance of the doctrine, and in wilful despite of the
grace and intent of IToly Baptism; for what is the doctrine and
grace of it “.We ave buried with Christ by Baptism into
death, that . . . we should walk in newness of life.” In ne
single passage can the doctrine be construed thus. Every-
where it is o motive—an incentive—-it tells us that God has an
interest in us—that e gave us (haptizod) great grace, that so
we may walie in newness of life, No one can deceive himsell
by supposing baptism to bo» passport into heaven. It eannot be.
“Inever yet met with one such case.  The proportion of professing
Christians wider such a delusion 7s, I am eertain, perfectly in-
appreciable.”  “ Bub though I have never met with a case of
w person who thus abused the doctrine of baptism, I have met
with multitudes—and those, I am afraid, bub the index of a
still larger number,—whoe abused the opposite doctrine, to the
destruction of their souls: I have mot with multitudes who
have allowed themselves to remain in a stato of impenitence, on
the plea that they never liad had suflicient grace, if any at all,
given to them; that conversion was entirely the work of God,

‘and that they themselves could do nothing to forward it, and

that they must wait Ilis time. I say that this is, or scon will
be, the master-delusion ameng the unconverted poor. Often it

5
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is said, * When God wants me, He will eall me.”  OF course, all
idea of the holiness of the human body, is out of the guestion.”
Prophetic words from the lips of this Servant of God! ¢ ¢Dap-
tismal Regeneration’ and ¢Conversion’ are the natural com-
. Dlements to one another in the seheme of Divine grace,” «If
“cenversion be preached to -Christinn congregations, as if they
were 50 many heathen,—if all grace of Baptism is fmnered, {m.d
the grace attached to it be pronounced real only in the case of
those who afterwards profit by seme change, not in the least
connected with baptism—then, Satan, sceing the way thus
cleared for liiw, will insinuate (as he does in the cars of hun-
dreds of thousands, who hear what is called the Gospel preachied,)
that God does not veally wish for their holiness; they arve as
the heathen, why shonld they not enjoy thomselves us the hen-
then ¥’ Wesley, instrumental in veviving the doctrine of Con-
vovsion, snys: °‘ By Baptism wo aro admitted into the Church,
and, conscquently, made members of Christ its Head. Tho
Jews were admitted into the Clurch by circumeision, so are the
Christinns by DBaptism.” ¢ DBy Baptism, we, who were by na-
tare children of wrath, are made children of God. And thig
regencration, is more than barely being adwmitted into the
Church, though commonly connected therewith: being gralted
into the body of Christ’s Church, we are made the elildren of
God by adoption and grace.” Simeen, quoting Acts i. 38, and
2 Peteri. Y, then asks, “ Does not this very strongly countenance
the iden which our Reformers entertained, that the remission of
our sins, and the regeneration of our souls, are attendant on
the baptismal rite?”

There is something practieal flowing from this whole subjcet.
Let it he remembered that Regeneration in Baptism is dnb.r the
seed, not its growth, or development. To the growth or per-
fection of the plant many other things must contribute. The
Providence of (rod, “ must, ordinarily speaking, bring to bear
upon the recipient of Iis prace many things,—such as the care
of pious parents, or spiritual pastors: and there must be that Ji-
vine pruning, or purging, often by sicknesses or calamities, by
the distresses attending o hard ot in this world, or by persccu-
tion for righteousness’ sako, borne meekly and forgivingly after
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Christ’s example.””  DBesides tlese, the abundant means which
God, in Iis Providence, bestows to eall out the hidden powers

" of this implanted seed, and to earry it on, in this life, to ripe

fruit in the world everlasting. Let it be borne in mind by the
déuiers that grace is conferred, that it is onc thing to lave
such a benefit bestowed,-and quite another thing to hold and
realizg the doetrinal truth that Baptism is the choannel to this
grace. And now, practieally, to overy baptized member, the
first and most important result of believing sincerely what God
lius vevenled respecting this sacrament, will be to vealize, to
every baptized man, that all the precepts of Seripture are ad-
dressed to fim : ond if lie has turned, or is twrning to God,
through Christ, that all promises of Scripture belong to him.
« From the beginning to the end of the Bible, it is taken for
granted that those to wheom it is addressed are, by an initial
rite, dn covenant relationship with God, and in n alate of groce:
and that these who are thus addressed are not te doubt this, or
to wait for somothing further, but at once to begin in earnest, or
to continue in carnest, the working out of their salvation.”
Then, again, “The Bible is not addressed to, nor intended for,
the Licathen.  The fivst part of it was inspived for the eireum-
cised Jow: the whole for the baptized Christian.  In both cases,
Giod first gathers out o family, and then e gives to this fa-
mily Wis word to be theiv guide”” This, again, is something
go difteront from what we find to be the belief and practice of
large sovictics, when it is attempted only to place the Word into
the lhiands of the people, and to seatber it among the heathen as
¢ forest leaves,” and that it will be light to them in darkness.
Melancthon says:  *The principal meaning and end of Bap-
tism we gatlier from the promise, ¢ e that believeth and is bap-
tized shall be saved;’ for Baptism is rightly called n sacrament,
Lecause it is annexed to this promise in order to testify that
the prowmise of grace belongs, in very decd, to the man who is
baptized. . . . and so, after the man Daptized understands
(Chwistinn) teaching, lot him exercise this faith, let him believe
that heis in very deed nceepted by God for Christ’s sake, and
is being sunctified by the Tloly Ghost.”  Let it be felt and laid
to heart, that, ns baptized, God speaks to his soul in His Word,
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entreating him to remember, *¢ that his body is the temple of the
Moly Ghost. . . . that he is nothis own. . . . and, therefore,
ho is to glorify God in Dody and in spirit, which arc God's.”
Properly Inid to heart, it will be a powerful motive to lead a
holy life, and diligently to engage ““in making His calling and
¢leotion sure.”

Such is the doctrine of Baptismal Regencraiion ag unfolded
in this volume. TFortified as it is on every side by Seripture,
it challenges the carnest and prayerful attention of ministers
and laymen. It is not the horrible eflusion of an over-heated
brain, worthy of being branded ¢ Iigh Church Puscyism,” or
crying “Romanism,” ¢ Romanizing tendeney,” but o precions
Protestant truth, the ingrafting into Christ, for spiritual life,
confessed by Christians in all ages, when devoutly afirming
¢ one baptism for the remission of sin,” taught by Confessors
and Martyrs, Saints and Apostles. It comes as the touch-stone,
to test our donfidence and our faith in ancient doctrines—it
brings out what is held concerning original sin—it reveals in
what light we regard the Iloly Sacrament of Baptism. All this
may be mysterious—it may scem singular that God should at-
tach so much to this rite, and, as the seeptical mind cver says,
¢ T cannot understand this ;" and beeause it cannot sec how
God can bestow grace, in the case of the baptized infant, there-
fore it is rejected, and the infunt is left out in the uncovenanted
wilds of the world to fight its wny as it best can. No. TLet
our Reformed Zion be true to the teaching of her venerable cat-
cchism, and Taithful to her doctrine as embadied in the venera-
ble Palatinate Liturgy, believed by our pious ancestry before
us, in what they regarded as the Zauf gnade—reiterated in our
Reformed Liturgy now before the Chureh; and she, continuing
faithful in this Reformed-Seriptural doctrine, will be clothed
for tho contest, which will, assuredly, overtake DProtestantism.
If God be for us, who may bo agnainst us? In the language of
the nuthor, *In such a dispensation of grace, it is not for you
to ask, ¢ How can these things be?’ Tar other words befit a
creaturo redeemed by God Incarnate. Say you rather, ¢ Lord,
to whom shall we go? Thou hast the words of Bternal Life.’
¢Lord, I believe, help Thou my unbelief.””



