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all minor differences in the different systems are governed and
may be explained.

According to our apprehensions, there are two, and omitting
minor points, but two schemes of thought in regard to the church,
its nature, membership and modes of propagation and inerease.
One of these, we would denominate Individualism ; the other,
Organic Christianity. 1. Fivst, there is the scheme of opinion
and practice, which, without designing anything invidious, but
as characterizing its great Ieading idea, may be termed, individu-
alism. This theory denies that any one is, or can be, or ought
to be considered a member of the church of Christ, but one who
has personally exercised faith and repentance, as the fruit and
evidence of regeneration. 'This, of course and of design, ex-
cludes from the membership of the church, all but adult and
actually regenerated persons.

~ On the other hand, there is the scheme of opinion and practice,
which, for the want of a better term, and also as expressing its
leading idea, we would denominate organic christianity, in dis-

tinction from individualism. This holds as one of its vital ideas,
that membership in the church of God, may exist, and the privi-
leges and blessings pertaining to it, may be enjoyed, in the case
of those who have hot exercised, and, in fact, are not capable of
exercising faith and repentance. In other words, that infants,

in virtue of the faith of their parents, or in such a case, of one -

of their parents, are, and of right ought to be considered, mem-
bers of the church, entitled to its privileges, till, by their own act,
or refusal to act, they forfeit these privilegesand voluntarily iden-
tify themselves with the world and God’s enemies, and are cast
out of the church. One of these schemes represents christianity,
as in its nature and by the plan of its founder, possessing organic
power, operating really, and in many instances, efficaciously,
irrespective of the choice or agency of the individual. It rep-
resents the church as a nursery. Its appliances as eminently
educational, and growth, its great law of progress.

The other, represents christianity as addressing itself only to
and operating upon individuals, after they have arrived at the
period of personal choice and voluntary agency. It represents
the church characteristically, as an armory; its appliances, as
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For example, in regard to the composition of the church, con-
sidered as universal or particular, the idea of the Westminster
standards embraces all that we have denominated the organic
character of christianity. Their language, concerning the uni-
versal church, is, “ The universal church consists of all those
persons, in every nation, together with their children, who make
profession of the holy religion of Christ, and of submission to
his laws.” Again, in the same spirit, they represent a particular
church thus: “ A particular church consists of a number of pro-
fessing christians, with their offspring, voluntarily associated to-
gether for divine worship and godly living, agreeably to the holy
Scriptures, and submitting to a certain form of government.”
In these fundamental views of the nature of the church, it will
be perceived that the church is represented as altogether different
from a mete aggregation of individuals. 'The church is held
forth as having precisely the same organic character, and embrac-
ing the same clements as the state does, whatever be its specific
form of administration. A nation, be its government monarchical
or republican, embraces in its elements the infant and uncon-
scious offspring of its members, and by this means, its identity is
preserved and its perpetuation and progrees secured. These
grow up in connexion with it, are entitled to its protection, enjoy
its privileges, and without any other specific act, are considered
as in its allegiance. When foreign elenients, indeed, come to
be incorporated with this body, by their own act of choice, a
gpecial form of allegiance and recognition is necessary. And
very propetly, for then citizenship and allegiance are transferred.
But in the case of native born citizens, their citizenship stands
in their counexion with their parents and is assumed and con-
tinued, till by some act of their own, it is forfeited and annulled.
Precisely so0, the symbols alluded to, represent the elements of
tlie church. Children, the offspring of parents professing sub-
(uission to Christ—the baptized portion of the congregation, are,
de facto, members, entitled to its privileges, and can only be de-
prived of them by their own fault or the exercise of the church’s
prerogative of disciplinc.
The same idea is involved in the teachings of these standards
ou the subjoct of baptism. Baptism is represented as “ a sacra-

L
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ment of the New Testament, ordained by Jesus Christ, for the
solemn admission of the party baptized, into the visible ;hurc i
and “not only those who actually profess faith in and obedien,
unto Christ, but also the infants of one or both believine a.renct;=
are to bc'a baptized”—tantamount, according to the Segnition
already given, to being solemnly admitted intg the visible church
So again, “ Baptism is not to be administered to any that a :
out 0?’ the visible church, and so strangers to the cm?::nants f;
promise, tll they profess their faith in Christ and obedience :)
him.”  This is designed to meet the case of adult admission: -
:'tnalogous toThe intror%ucticn of foreign elements into civil socielyf
but infants, descending from parents either both or only one 0;
them professing faith in Christ and obedience to him, are in that
respect within the covenant and are to be baptized.’; The un
Pehef o‘f one party, as we shall see in another part of this sub:
ject, being sanctified and its exclusive influence counteracted, in
God’s constitution, by the faith of the other party. ,
The faith of parents, or of one parent, as the case may be
fqlwa:ys enures to the benefit of the unconscious child, brings ié
into Important relations, surrounds it with important ass’ociati%ms
and is the ordinary channel along which decisive influences com .
to it long before it is capable of performing any act, to whic;:
personal accountability attaches. On this plan the c;uestion of
Preference is to be settled, not by the child, in th’e exercise of its
free agency and individual choice, but for the child, by these who
stan'd. in organic relation to it. Children are not’to be held, in
ez'guzhbrw, as some preposterously contend, till they come to e::er-
cise the grand prerogative of personal choice, a thing, in thejna-
ture of .the case, impossible and absurd, as well as u,ndesira.ble
put g0 influenced, that the exercise of choice shall be right an(;
in accordance with truth and safety from the beginnin i The
system now under consideration, knows nothing of tha%.idea of
re}lgl?us vagrancy, (we know of no other name for it,) popular
with infidels and worldlings, which is so jealous of the 1'Ii)nf}11)ts of
Prwate :}udgment and of undue influence, that a child w?th all
its admltte‘d and hereditary tendencies in the wrong direc;ion must
?)e left uninfluenced and uncommitted in its plastic perioc,l lest
its freedom of opinion and choice should be thereby con;pro-
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mitted—a plan” equally indicating folly on the part of parents,
and imposing peril unspeakable on the child, “as if,” as one has
strikingly said, “after producing the egg of immortality, the
church, like the Nubian ostrich, should leave it in the sands,
exposed to the tread of every passer by.” (Dr. Bushnell.)
These views, we think, distinctly convey the organic character
of the church and the true law of its propagation and progress,
as the existing sentiment of the framers of these symbols. ‘While
they make provision for the incorporation into the church of for-
eign elements of adult age, by the exercise of faith and repen-
tance and voluntary profession of obedience to Christ and the
laws of his kingdom, just as nations do, the great principle for
securing the perpetuation and expansion of the church, is the
incorporation into it, of those who belong to its families, and the
extension of these nurseries of the church, by the influence of
the christian over the unbelieving portion of the family structure,
securing by the faith of one party, the whole of the offspring to
the side of christianity, and the enjoyment of its privileges and
influences. Whenever the gospel is brought into contact with
heathenism, and its institutions are to be founded anew, it must
have to do primarily with the adult population. This was the
case when christianity overleaping the limitations of the Judais-
tic institute, was brought to bear upon the Gentile nations in the
first centurics. And this will serve to explain much in the epis-
tles of Paul, addressed to churches, formed out of Gentile mate-
rial, which otherwise seem adverse to the views we are suggesting.
But when the church is founded, and is to progress by the laws
of its own vitality, and such we conceive is the state of things
contemplated in the standards of the church, then the extraordi-
nary and exceptional gives place to the ordinary and permanent
methods of progress.

The views now given of the relations of children to the church,
involve some exceedingly important and practical results, the con-
sideration of which will show that proper speculative views on
the point now under discussion, should be carefully formed.
According to these views, for example, the children of believing
parents, as members of the church, and within the pale of the
covenant, should grow up as christians; not as outcasts and rebels.

Ed
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gr‘il; (i?llc.irgr? of ‘the church nee(? not, as many seem to imagine,
Bio P In'sin, to be converted, if at all, after they come to ma-
turt? age; but may and ought to open on the world and its active
duties, as spiritually renewed, loving and practising what is good
-fror.n their earliest years— springing up as amo?: the’ rzss 2
\T/hxch by living reproduction has been perpetuated ng’:om cfeatio,n
till now, _emd “as willows by the water courses,” putting forth in
early Bﬂpr}ng-tima, the evidences of vitalizing p,ower wigiin
Christian e cation too, should conform to these views '.I‘he
should be trained up “in the nurture and admoni!.io;1 of thy
I._.ord.” On the ground of covenant relation, recognized by ba F-:
nsr?l,’parents are privileged to realize the new r::lations of tl?e
Trinity to their children as well as themselves.
They.may and ought to regard God as being to their children
a re(fonmled Father, through the mediation of Jesus Christ; Jesus
Christ, as an actual and all-sufficient Saviour, and the Hol'); Ghost
as a sanctifier, not on the ground of any goodness existing in
them, for t_here is none, but as the means of awalkening goodziss
of producing faith and gratitude, and consecration in their hearts’
Pa.rents are privileged to act on these truths, in educating theil:
children, to make these representations to them as realities. as soon
as they are capable of comprehending them. And still ,further
?._I’ld more practically, they should aim to incorporate these idea;
into their minds and hearts, by a process of training, beginning
lorlxg before personal accountability commences—by ,thegassimi
lative power of the eye and countenance and temper and spirit
By these means, children might be and should be expected v{)?ith:
out' any conscious period of unregeneracy, to be brought 7under
their sanctifying power. In such a case, just as in t?le case of
adults after regeneration, such children would still reco nize in
fhem?elves the law of sin and death, derived from aposticy and
:jlrl%intt;d cc.)rmption. ““'T'he flesh would lust against the spirit.”
: e law in the nﬂlcmbers” would still be in antagonism against
the law of the mind,” and sometimes one, and sometimes the
other vfould overcome. But their earliest exercises would be of
that mu::t?d character of genuine christianity, which belong in
every period, even the most advanced, to the truly regenerated
and the really, though at best, imperfectly sanctified. The new:
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principle would sometimes more, and sometimes less, powerfully
assert its existence, by its appropriate effects, and at last grow up
to supremacy; habitual and controlling.. Seasons of torpor, some-
times apparently of death, just as in adults, would be manifest.
Darkness, coldness and estrangement, and then life, and warmth
and enjoyment would alternate, according to outward circum-
stances or inward influences, and as children have no hypocrisy,
would be more evident in them than in adult christians ; but the
reality of grace, ¢ the incorruptible seed that liveth and abideth
forever,” would be there, as truly as in those of adult conversion
and mature experience.
Tt will be seen further, from these representations, that there
is no absolute necessity, in the case of infant members of the
church who have been properly trained according to the normal
acting of the christian church, and the general design of God in
its organization, for the conscious experience, much less for the
recognition of the precise period, of what is called conversion,
or obtaining a new heart, as it is familiarly termed. Observe,
we do not say, the ezperience, but the conscious experience.
Believing parentsare not to take it for granted, that their children
when they grow up, will necessarily have undividedly wicked
hearts, and put forth perpetually and only, overt acts of rebellion
against God and ingratitude to the Saviour. They need not and
ought not, as many are accustomed to do, put them on the mys-
tifying search after evidences of ¢“g new heart.” - The great
object and true result of parental training, should be, to bring
them into the exercise of new hearts, in view of the new and
glorious relations of the Holy Trinity to our race, which the
Scriptures plainly reveal, and which the ordinances of the church
certify and seal as realities, to all that intelligently engage in
them, admitting fully and freely, as they must, the fact of origi-
aal sin and inherited depravity in their children, from their con-
nexion with the first Adam, existing, as all admit, without their
personal agency and choice; of course, parents are privileged
to expect along with the faithful use of appointed means, regene-
rative and sanctifying power from the second Adam, the coun-
terpart in this respect.of the first, also without their congcious
agency, and previous to the period of personal accountability .
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in the church below, should be the same, and that 1henla e,
o.f Lhes‘e regenerative influences, resulting it; actual ehrisliaallljs?ce
tions, is the exception. Instead of expecting, as a matt{; e
::‘om.'se, therefore, that children will grow up (,anemies of C:oc(;f
aliens f'rom the commonwealth and strangers to the ‘
of prox}llse,” without love or gratitude to (;hrist or ini;(:::lnams
the 'Spn'it, making indispensable a period of con:riction and f:e i
version conscious to the individual, and a passing over frém ‘:}r;
world to the church, as, of course, is necessary, in the case OI:
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_unregenerated adults, the fact of membership in the church, and

a participation in the blessings of the covenant, and Lb.e dgu:lrfan—
tied power of the spirit, operating previously to the perio E' lre.:z
agency, and the quickening grace of the second Adam, w “10 h is
as real and operative as the polluting eflﬁcacy c_Jf the first, a- _cox';-
spire to encourage parents that their chl.ld.ren, if properly l:u.xmﬁe ;.
may grow up,and will grow up, as christians, and that their nil
conscious acts and exercises will be those of new 116:4115, an
their subsequent lives with the alter natures al'rea(_iy noticed, will
be in correspondence with these christian beginnings. When a
different result takes place, as, alas! it often does,. there has been
either some wrong view of the relations of the. clnuld, sonle Wrong
influence from the parent,or a want of true fa_lth in the covenant
promise of God. It is not for want of suﬂicl'ent grace treasured
in Christ and designed usually to be com.mumf:ate.d through pro-
per parental training. In accordance with this v:‘ew -of the (};Jase,
the Presbyterian Directory for worship declares,‘ ch]ldreg dor.n
within the pale of the visible church, and dedicated to hu 1111
baptism, are under the inspection and goyemment_of the ¢ ;rc 1,
and are to be taught to read and repeat tne catechism, the Apos-
tle’s creed and the Lord’s prayer. 'Theyare tobe taught topray {i
to abhor sin, to fear God,and to obey thlc TLord Jesus ClTn.st', an
when they come to years of discretion, if they m'e.free f—lom ;sc;n-
dal, appear sober and steady, and to have Sl{fﬁc-:ent ]s{]O‘W ehge
{o discern the Lord’s body, they ought to be mfo:;med it is their
duty and privilege to come to the Lo;’d?s supper.

Such is the scheme of christianity, directly a'smzrted3 or every-
where assumed, in Presbyterian standards ,'with its sp.eclal bea'r;lng
on the point now under discussion—an Intejrpretatmn, possi yd,
which seems new and unauthorized. to some who have ?xdopte
these standards, which may convict some of gross practical de-
pattures from their professed formularies, and GOllldan soine. of
the appliances heretofore deemed of pafamount, }f not excfu(s;(\)rg
importance, in building up and extending the .I-:mgdom of G :
and the church of Christ in our world. Be it so. It is wit }1;
truth only, not its consequences, that we m‘elconcemed. : If tr'ut
condemn us, let its condemning power exc.ue us to ‘rectlﬁcz;uon.
If our past course has been founded in misconception, an un-
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slccessful because fallacious, let us try to gain better specula-
tive views, and thus be guided into better and more successful
practice.

Presbyterians ought to be in no doubt in regard to the relation
of children to the church. On the faith of one or both parents,
they are in the church, entitled to its privileges, and may ordi-
narily be expected to be savingly influenced by its institutions.
Parents should act on the presumption furnished by these rela-
tions. They should present God to their children, as already
reconciled, for the sake of Christ, and by means of this truth in
the hands of the Holy Ghost, effect the state of actual, subjec-
tive reconciledness to him, confidence in him, and love to him,
on the part of their children, which this new and glorious relation
is designed and adapted to develop. The first,and sweetest, and
most influential lesson they are privileged to teach them, is em-
bodied in the phrase, “ Our Father.” So they should fix the
first affections of their children on the Lord Jesus Christ, not as
willing at some distant day, to be their Saviour and Redeemer,
or in consequence of goodness or the possession of a new heart,
or any previous exercise of grace; but, as being actually their
Redeemer, who loved them and died for them, who loves them
now, and by this love, in its manifestations on the cross and its
present pulsations on the throne, designing to evoke reciprocal
love to him, amongst the earliest exereises of the infant heart.
So they should present the Holy Spirit, also, not as exerting a

mysterious and talismanic, but a soul-felt, agency—a real, living,
enlightening sanctifying power. A

The children of the church, thus trained, when admitted to
the discriminating privileges of the church, esvecially the Lord’s
supper, would regard it, not as an act of translation from the
world and a state of vebellion, but as a grateful recognition, on
their part, personally, of relations existing before, and whose
influence by God’s arrangement and blessing, they have felt in
their hearts. It ought to be solemnly and constantly asserted,
whatever practical difficulties may attend it, that membership in
the church, must be forfeited or annulled by the party himself,
or it exists, with all its responsibilities, and that the disciplirie of
the church has its legitimate sphere of operation on baptized
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members, as well as others. In a settled state of the church, we
ought to regard the families that belong to it, or may be addeci
to it, as its nurseries and grand sour.ces‘of s.-,l..lpply3 and means o

extension, instead of trusting to periodical accessions fro.m those
confirmed in unregeneracy and sin. In t}'le perpetuation an(}
expansion of the church, we s:hould pn}narlly regard t}‘le l;w ;)1
progress which God has established, wh:h?, o.f course, we shou (
stand ready to engage earnestly and _behevmgly in those more
strictly aggressive movements, which it has ?lwa.ys pleased hlrr;
to employ to repair the wastes of the church’s faithlessness, a}r:’t
sometimes, indeed, entirely to transfer the seat of the church’s
existence. .

Assuming, however, that these are the views of lh.e symbolg,
and that they correctly represent the sense of_ the Scnpturt?s, ac-
cording to the honest apprehensions of. t11elr-frf.tmers, this }v1ll
not be sufficient for some. They may say, this is Presbyterian-
ism or churchianity ; but is it christianity ? VVIL‘h some of the
members, and alas! even officers o'f thta church, it is of cor_npa-
ratively small moment, that a doctrine is set .forth in the f(.n mu—t
laries they have embraced and profes.s as the'u' creed. It ;svnc;
enough, for example, that the combined w;sn%om of thfa 'e.s-l
minster assembly, or of the most learned and pious of umnspuef
men, ever convened since the time of l_he: A;.)o‘sstles, l.ms been e}b‘
pressed in regard to any point. Their mdlvldual‘_]udgmen‘t or
preconceived opinion, or cherished theory, or previous practice,
outweighs all this, There are mea, too, whose mm.ds lare s:la
constructed, or prejudices so confirmed, t.hat whatever is old and
established, is to them prima facie,suspicl?us and erroneous, anc
on the contrary, whatever is new, especially the resrult .of. their

own indpendent thinking, is valuable and correct. This is one
of the incidental evils, growing out of one of the confessedlfl
great blessings and privileges, of the age, and one of l‘h;: s;

exemplifications too, of the tendencies m‘ extremes llo which the
human mind has been prone, in all past times, ?.Tid in none more
than our own. It is not enough to ﬁfxd out what our fathers
thought, what has been the common faith of .Lhe church }1111 past
ages, the embodied result and embalmed testimony of- tﬁe.pals
piety of God’s people, every man, though with almost infinitely
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smaller advantages, must find out for himself the truth in the case.

In what remains of our article, therefore, we shall attempt to
show that what we have denominated organic christianity, as
contradistinguished from individualism, and of course, the rela-
tion of children to the church, inseparable from that idea of the
genius of christianity, is the doctrine of the Scriptures, as really
as of the symbols; in other words, that the framers of these for- -
mularies, in this respect, have truly, as well as honestly, given
the sense of the Scriptures.

"This part of the discussion will necessarily lead us back to the
first organization of the church of God. And here, we presume,
that none will question the fact, that the Old Testament church,
as organized in the family of Abraham, and based on the cove-
nant of circumcision, possessed this organic character. This fea-
ture is involved, we thinlk, in the very nature of the organization
and the terms of the covenant. The infant offspring of mem-
bers, were included in the organization of the Old Testament
church, and in the purview of the Abrahamic covenant. The
plan of transmission and perpetuation, under. the old Dispensa-
tion, too, was unquestionably, hereditary, as a general rule, allow-
ing, in exceptional cases, of the incorporation of adult and for-
cign elements. The tenor of the covenant with Abraham , 00
which the church was then organized, is thus expressed: 1
will establish,” says God, “ my covenant between me and thee,
and thy seed after thee, in their generations, for an eyerlasting
covenant, to be a God unto thee, and to thy seed after thee.”
Here is a plain distinction between the individual and the orga-
nic character of the covenant. “Between me and thee,” and
“unto thee,” is individual. But what is “ thy sced afier thee,
in their generations,” but organic? ¢ As soon as a new indivi-
dual was generated from this seed, he was within the covenant,
and God was his God,” as really as the God of Abraham, and
he had a right to the seals of the covenant, as a public ratifica-
tion of his relation to God and his people, unless he chose to
renounce them and the privileges thereto appended, selling
his birthright for a mess of pottage.” Obviously, his right to
church membership was a birthright, guarantied by covenant,
He was scaled with i's seal in infency, surrounded with its influ.
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ences, and committed to its _formatc_er power, from his cqr}u;?t
being, and forfeited them only by %11_3 own act of' volun'tary__se. :
“exclusion, or by the process of excision in certain contingencies
d provided.. _
m%giizrivaz the genius of the church, and the original plan 01;
transmission chosen and ordained by God. If we apprehend 1t
aright, this was also designed to bf: perpetual. Suf;h, as allltl'nus-
allow, continued to be the principle of per_petuatu{n and 1:11;5
mission, through all the ages of the old .Dlspensatlon 4 frf)nl the
time of Abraham to the coming of Christ. The organic chz}r—
acter of the church, the fact that infants compose.d a part of its
membership, that they were to be trained up as heirs of the cove-
nant and entitled to its visible privileges, and. gould only be sev-
ered from its connexion by the process of excision, are o plainly
exhibited in the Old Testament, that those who acknowledg_e the
existence and organization of a church of God at all, anterior to
the coming of Christ, cannot possibly deny that these were 1‘ts
jarities. >
Pc;ileltl \iltlnot be said that this is aside from our purpose, and may
all be granted, without any decisiye influence on the: qu?'stioil.
It is of no small moment, to have these ‘pre}lmmm’leg rightly
settled. For if this was the original orgamz:ahon of the rjimfch,
if this organic feature was incorfforated into it, at the beg.ml:mg,
the presumption is, unless spemﬁcall'y cbzmged,‘ these {eadur(?s
" were designed to continue. * The gifts and callings of Go ,zlu‘e
without repentance,” or capricicus changes of plan. What i
wisdom selected and ordained, in view of the whole case and 1ts
contingencies at first, his wisdom may be supposed for ihe same
sufficient reasons, to make perpetual. o i
The question then, is, did these pecuha%‘ltles of qod s cove-
nant and church organization cease at the mtroduc‘non of f:lms-
tianity? At that  epochal period,” when the meeting .'—.u‘1d {nier-
action of ages occurred, was a new church, on new principles,
and with new modes of propagation and Perpetuatxon inaugura-
ted ; or is the christian church a cantim}mmn only, w1.th a new
orm of ordinances and wider range of influence, of that _orgzm-
ized in the family of Abmham——b:{scd on the.same co‘{)enant,
distinguished by the same peculiaritics, and designed to be per-
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petuated among men, and extending finally to all nations, by
the same great means? Did the one original church, in passing
from its Jewish to its Christian phase, from its preparatory to its
permanent stage of being, put off its confessedly organic charac-
ter, to assume the new feature of individualism ; and were chil-
dren, after being component elements of the church, by God’s
express direction and in virtue of an ordinance established by
himself, from the beginning to that epoch, then formally excluded
and placed out of covenant with God, and without the pale of
his church, and a new plan of perpetuation and expansion estab-
lished? These are important questions, bearing directly on the
point before us. And, “what saith the Scriptures 7’ ¢ How
readest thou?” Just at this crisis, we hear the Master’s own
+Yoice, saying : “ Suffer the little children to come unto me, and
forbid them not, for of such is the kingdom of heaven!” In
this feature, the new dispensation is to be as responsive to paren-
tal affection and inclusive of infantile membership, as the old.
“The God of Abraham,” yearns yet with undiminished tender-
ness towards the lambs of the fold, and designs not that they
should be excluded from his covenant blessings and provisions,
Again, at the memorable era of the Pentecost, the anniversary
of the giving of the law, and designed by God as the period of
the introduction of the better dispensation of the gospel, by the
gift of the Holy Ghost, we would naturally look for confirmation
or repeal of pre-existing privileges and peculiarities: does any-
thing significant of confirmation or nullification occur at this
transition period? Let it be borne in mind, that all the first
materials of church organization at the day of Pentecost, were
Jews—men brought up under the view of the Abrahamic cove-
nant, already expounded, with hearts naturally solicitous in regard
to the relations of their children, heretofore invariably associated -
with them in church privileges, and ready therefore to embrace
with thankfulness, whatever it pleased the Holy Ghost, by the
Apostles, to communicate on a point so near to their tenderest
affections and dearest earthly interests. Now, what does Peter,
speaking “ as he was moved by the Holy Ghost,” present in these
circumstances to these Jews, as a ground or motive of baptism,
or personal identification with christianity. “ Repent and be
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baptized every one of you, in the name of the Lord Jesus, for
the promise,” the promise made ages before, unto Abraham, and
designed to embrace all his seed, * the promise is unto you and
your children,and all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord
our God shall call.” The gospel dispensation, in othex wordg,
is o ratification and confirmation, not a repeal or repudiation of
existing privileges. In their circumstances, and to their state of
heart, the words of the Apostle could have no less significance
than this, and go utterly against the idea of the introduction of
the individualistic theory at that time.
Further, the basis of the Apostle Paul’s argument with the
Galatian christians, is the hypothesis of one, original, perpetual
church, organized in the family and covenant of Abraham. His
object is to show that Gentiles, though not circumcised, are legiti-
mate members of this church, and entitled to all its privileges.
Tn doing this, he traces back the origin of the blessings now en-
joyed by christians, to the promise made to Abraham. He con-
tends that it was a part of the original plan of God, in organizing
the church in the family of Abraham, “ that the blessing of Abra-
ham should come on the Gentiles by faith.” “ For they that be
of faith, are Dlessed with believing Abraham,” have the same
blessing he enjoyed. « The Scriptures foreseeing that God would
justify the heathen through faith,” or foreshadowing or preinti-
mating God’s plan of justifying the nations or Gentiles through
faith, after the coming of Christ, ¢ preached before the gospel,”
or announced the glorious tidings  to Abraham, saying, in thee
shall all nations be blest.” The Apostle shows clearly that the
episodical or interimistic dispensation, instituted at Sinai, did not
touch at all the original covenant, but was designed to be subsi-
diary to it, till the fullness of time, when it was to have its full
scope and influence. ¢ The covenant confirmed before of God
in Chuist, the law which was four hundred years after, could not
disannul, that it should make the promise of none effect.” The
Law, or Sinaitic dispensation, was introduced to keep up the
succession of God’s people, “ till the seed should come to where
the promise was wade.” It was a schoolmaster to bring” the
church to Christ, or the christian period—* a temporary consti-
tution superadded to give effect to some of the provisions of the
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covenant '\.vith Abraham and expired by its own limitations.”
]).llxrlpg this. preparatory period, it is acknowledged that ciréur;l
cision was the metkod of perpetuation, and was of force till Chri ;;
came. But the Apostle contends that in the covenant itself. 3
which the church organization was based, it is provided ;}?n
_.afte.r ‘Christ’s coming, the exercise of faith :shculd constir.u’t 2
individual a part of the seed to whom the promise was ori ine ;“
mude,' and who have a right to all its blessings "‘ch ﬂaﬂ
the children of God, by faith in Jesus Christ.” « I.f we be C{;lr;st’s
Lt(hren are We_Abraham s seed, and heirs according to the promise.”
“They which are of faith, the same are the children of Ab ;
!m.m.” 'The' existing church of God, according to the Ianm-t
its ﬂrgamzation, was to have a great expansion at the conll)in af
Christ.  “The abolition of those restrictions, which were suie(:i
to a preparatory state, fitted her for uniﬁersality,” and now “ all
nzftx‘ons” were to be embraced without destroying her unity
01'1'gmal_chnracter. In virtue of this provision, Gentiles witlif 0:
!)emg circumcised, were, by the exercise of faith incr;rpora:);l
:‘n'to the' church. ; Thus they form a part of the see}d with whom
in their generations, an everlasting covenant” is rr;ade and-by
wl.m.m the existence of the church is to be perpetﬁated, olli ;hy
original principles of its first organization. Every one who %
ad.ult.age, from among the Gentiles, by the personal exercis ";'
faith in Jesus Christ, becomes an integral part of the churcfl Df
Gc_Jd, brings with him into that church, and has incor oral(Zl
with himself, into its membership, and entitled with hirE to ?ts

- privileges, all his infant family, just as the J ews, whose children

all along from the beginning, had an inalienable birthri ht in th
chu‘rch, in virtue of the relation of their parents—a.g rivil :
which, as we have seen, was ratified to them on the da pof Pzge
tecost, \.vl?en they entered the christian church by baptismy Wh T
ever privileges of a personal or relative character belonge(i of i E;l;
to t_hgmembers of the church of God, from the beginnin beéa?n
.the r:gillt of every one, who from the heathen, by exercigs;n fi 'l]e
in Cl?nst, was Incorporated into the church. Amon thi g
t!le rlghti of having his children included in the co%enan: i
right which had existed unquestioned, in all antecedent ag—e:
?

which the Jews ¢ :
Lk 1.—(; . 8\1‘1 :.3 always took for granted, and whllgli the Gentiles
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did not forego, because of the peculiarity of the mode of ‘their
admission, by personal profession of faith in adult age.
It will be perceived from what we have now adduced, that
" the Apostle’s reasoning in behalf of the Gentiles, is based on
the assumption of the unity of the church—the fact of its being
founded on the covenant made with Abraham—of its having in
its original structure a provision to meet this very case ;—that the
peculiar Judaistic institute was strictly interimistic, dating after
ihe covenant four hundred years, and designed to cease as a
provisional scheme, at the coming of the Messiah; whilst the
true, original and perpetual organization of the church, on the
basis of the covenant of promise, was to continue throughout all
generations of the true seed of Abraham,and embrace every one
who should exercise faith in Jesus Christ, with their children.
Allowing this to be a fair view of the Apostle’s object and
argument of the principles it involves, let us see what light is
thrown upon it and our general subject, by his famous figurative
representation of * the olive tree,” in his Epistle to the Romauns.
He speaks of the church as “an olive tree”’—of the Jews, as its
« natural branches, broken off by unbelief”—that is, severed from
connexion with the church. The Gentiles he represents as be-
longing to ““an olive tree” also, but “ wild by nature,” and “grafted
in, contrary to nature, into the good olive tree, and with them,
partakers of its root and fatness.” These original branches,
« the natural branches” now broken off, if they abide not stil]
in unbelief,” he says, “shall again be grafled in, for God is able
to graft them in again.” Grafted into” what? ¢ Their own
olive tree”—the same church which exists still, though the mem-
bers are changed:. “The lopping off of diseased branches, de-
stroys not the tree itself.” What other possible interpretation
will this allow, than this, that there was one, and one only, orga-
nized church, without any change in its essential features, into
which the Gentiles were incorporated through faith, which is
perpetuated according to the law existing at its organization,
through all its changing dispensations, and into which, at some
future period, the Jews are again to be introduced. In other
words, christianity isa prolongation and expansion of a previously
existing erganization; but not a new church, except in its medé¢

+
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of dispensation; and a change in the form of its ordinances. L
.us, also? recur for the same purpose, to a difficulty which -\VO 1ec;
be.of frf:quenl occurrence in the primitive period of chrislian;:
;énd'wh'lch, the Apostle specifically meets in his Epistle to llfe,
on_nthlz.ms. We mean the case where one of the united head
'oI{‘la famlly was a christian, while the other remained a pagan
1e question would, here, naturally be suggested, in what ig h.
are the Cl_llldren of such parents to be vir;aved? ,Iu al L
this question, the Apostle brings forward this il‘lterestinnswe"rm'g
g%ez ex?ee.(ﬁnglyl pertinent to our subject, viz : that theg fg:&:‘cg;
ety of either husband or wife, as the case might b i
the absence of christian princi Ie,or rofession i P
secured the privileges of the };hurcliJ loej::i?* ;I;}';;;z?;her ‘{J?Il;gt;

" “nnbelieving husband is sanctified by the wife, and the unbeliev

ing wife is sanctified by the husband.” The faith of
pl:venls the injurious and otherwise exclusive inﬂuet?:: tffa:tli;’
S; :3[:-; Szlei-cf cf.‘]:;:rz};n;;::ileges ?‘r }gt;lile relation of their children
: ned, se were your child -
clean,” separated from the church, cast out)'r e
field of the world, without the pe:le of the i Bl o
now,” in virtue of the faith of only one ‘if’Venaﬂﬂt; Top
;;o't lln the SEESEIOf personal piety, gut inf:srtg&.:ﬁ;f :I?:g:iﬂg;
rivileges an essings pertaining to membersﬁi in th
of Christ ; ¢ holy,” just as all thebjewish A ey
‘r‘ated unto God, visibly united to him and E;OE}IIZ;‘:;:.E h’(lllg : seplf ;
“ unclean,” here mean illegitimate, as some contend. or =
fxlly unhol.y, is utterly indefensible on any correct e _PEITSD“-'
mterpreta..tmn. The term “holy,” expresses. the staI::n?p g
son or thing separated to the service of God, and « uncl:: “”P;"‘
state of a person or thing, not so separated’ or which _"“‘1‘; o
mon.” “Holy,” therefore, in the APOS(];’S mind ]sd o
}vould convey precisely what “a member of the chuaiigh”uc;ne,
in ours,.arfd could not otherwise have been understood b il
tive chl:lstxans.. The position of the Apostle is that so f; d P"-ﬂ:;:'
connexion of the children with the church is c:onceme(;;1 r'?s ;
parent exercised faith and thus was constituted a part of :‘lA];me
hams’s scefl and an heir according to promise,” the faith of !
party sanctified the other party,and brought the children into(:}I::
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same relation to the church, that. t}Le ch:}l;_irlent}{:ifs trk;;aa t{ g::r?nhili
in the old dispensation. The rite by which e
isti is recornized, is different, but the relation lise f
ff:]i;f:z::il‘u l'1(;’111‘111: r1'ite gi;s bapt’ism; the 1:ellation, membership 1.12
the church. Baptism perp;tuates the;c (z}l:gm;},’riﬁd; z;fdv.ivz giligms
hend, immutable, organic ¢ .aracler o f.} ch u’d- e
its perpetnation and progress in all dispensations,
:gzgrfgz ls:;:lzf \ Eic?pt on the a?sumptior-] of the unity o(f :};:
church, and the continuance O1f) m;1 Prgix:;cca(:)na;?c;:z,l?zw i
admissi infants to its membership, :
.‘(ll?g;isll;rnv?(fm;d ever have occurred, of that the i}(i(iit(lle has satis-
factorily disposed of it, in the passage now cons ; (.mnve "
Various other particular passages of the Epistles, : n);f i
same idea of the unity of the churc.h and the perpeul].a io "
organic feature, after the introductwn. of the .ne\;ra (ll)spt.mls}ss -
anDd the Gentile element. In his ‘-Eplsﬂe to the . P .16512 al,i -
example, Paul speaks of the Gentiles as bemg. fou‘rl)el zrovenams
from the commonwealth of Israel., an_d st:angels_ to the e
of promise;” but in virtue of falth- in Christ, mcorll)on o
the church, “built on the foundathn of. the A]tp)o?l es &11 . c}})lief
phets,” who were Jews, Jesus‘ Christ himself hemg i
corner-stone,” in whom these different parts qf t e :)’m; e
were united together. “ In whom all the bullddm(fir,f the i
part existiing previously,‘and the part now ad eh ]rontném s
material, ¢ fitly framed together, gn.)weth untohan fo-y hl,ibim,
the Lord, in whom ye also ar.e_bmldcd toget er,h or ixln b5
tion of God, through the Spirit;” of course, when ;ﬁ:rch i
elements were brought into the.prevmusly existing c-[. fr’c, s
the absence of any specific repealing enactmenti ;marrlm 1;1]%0 iy
the supreme authority in the churf:h, they woub .c’o.;e exasé)n :
session of all the privileges pr.evmusly and @ dm;: 10 Cludegd
Had there been any such organic change as‘woul ‘ a\.rc t?xu.s e
children from privileges acc(];rdefl to l;n:;r;, 1([;801?1163; p;e\g: ﬁe,.‘;’e;
uent upon the introduction of ‘1 N :
i?);ljfc?versy lhI:m that al;mlxlt cj;‘cu:;lmgn, gzltllieh;;zebiix: lr;e
corded in the *Acts of the Aposties. : s
i intimation, in any part of the recorded h}sto‘ry i}
?&tﬁ?e;:izg of chr;stianity, of such an idea or agitation; nor,

+
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indeed, does the question of the relation of children to the church,
occur at all, except as growing out of the difficulty, considered
Just now, during the canon of Scripture, nor, in fact, till a very
late period of christianity. Individualism, was an idea uttetly
unknown and incomprehensible, by the Apostles and primitive
christians, and the authors of the New Testament, who were all
Jews.

It is, in this connexion and in view of this existing state of
opinion, that the unquestioned fact of household baptisms, by
the Apostles, assumes its true significancy. 'The households of
the jailor, and of Lydia, and of Stephanus, baptized by Paul,
came into the christian church in the regular and ordinary way,
and were only specimens, incidentally recorded, we suppose, of

“what took place everywhere, when the word of God took effect

on the adult population of heathenism at the head of families.
Believers and their offspring became incorporated with the church,
as soon as they renounced idolatry and identified themselves with
christianity. And as the Apostles “ went everywhere, preach-

ing the kingdom of God,” they ¢ made disciples of all nations,”

as they were commanded, in families, by *baptizing them in
the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.” The church,
through her ministry, “ turning away from the Jews,” when
“they rejected the counsel of God against their own souls,”’
though always, and in every place, giving them the first offer,
“turned to the Gentiles.” Thus they transmitted in a different
line, the same glorious succession,a perpetuated, covenanted, or-
ganization. Organized christianity, notwithstanding all changes
in nations, and the confusion of earth, exists on this principle to
our day; and blessed be his name, we believe it will exist till
the winding up of the whole scheme, purposed in the beginning.
For “ God’s purpose shall stand, and the thoughts of his heart
to all generations.” “His ways are past finding out, and his
Jjudgments are unsearchable ;”” but his covenant is sure and faith-
ful forever. ¢For of him, and through him, and to him, are
all things, to whom be glory forever.”

We maintain these views of organic christianity, and of the
relation of children to the church, growing out of this idea then,
not only as believers in the symbols of the church, but as believ-
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ers in the Bible—taught there to recognize the church as one in
all ages, notwithstanding the change of dispensationsand ordinan-
ces. As warranted by the original covenant and church organi-
zation, which is still operative, we hold it our privilege to consider
our children as with ourselves, members of God‘s church, con-
stituting, organically, a part of that body, of which Christ is the
head, and to which the precious promises and privileges of the
original and unrepealed covenant belong, by God’s own plan and
purpose. On the Scriptural basis we have elucidated, we con-
ceive it our privilege, also, not as a fiction or falsehood, but as a
blessed fact, to teach them to say with us, “ Our Father,” at the
family altar, and try to have them feel all the blessed efficacy of
this appellation on their hearts. It is our privilege to train them
up to regard their Father in Heaven, for the sake of their Elder
Brother and Redeemer, as actually holding towards them a rela-
tion as real and tender as that of their earthly parents; and ex-
ercising towards them, on the ground, not of goodness or excel-
lence in them, but of the Saviour’s interposition, feelings and
affections, far more kind and compassionate than ever throbbed
in the bosom of an carthly parent. It is our privilege, to bring
up our children to exercise towards that glorious being, ¢the
Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth,” from the very
beginning, the feeling of adoption, so that their first conscious
exercises should be of reciprocated affection towards Jesus Christ,
as a Person of ineffable loveliness and compassion. It is our
privilege, along with the education influences, not only of direct
instruction, but of our own spirit and temper and the whole mani-
fested purpose of life, of our own hopes and joys and prospects,
growing out of our own individual faith, to expect the efficacious
and regenerative grace of the Holy Ghost, as really to make them
christians in the church below, as that grace has fitted those taken
from us in infancy, for the church above. Our children need
not ever experience the feelings of unmitigated  enmity against
God,” except as we do ourselves, in our depraved nature, and
must expect to do, till our dying day, though as a subjugated
principle, rising and rebelling against, and sometimes conquering
“the law of our minds,” by which usually “we serve God.”
They need not occupy, at any conscious period of their being,
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the Position of rebels against God,  aliens and strangers.” nec
mtatmg- a transfer of relations, and a terrible revolua;ion, in th:;
souls in a.dulr. age. Being in the church and in covenant with
God, having the seal of God upon them, if, at mature age, the
prefer the world, and choose it as a portion, as manyq:::l’o,they
must do so by a deliberate act of renunciation,. They mus,t ivlc:
u_p'God_ their Father in heaven, and go out of the church gand
:iatl_mqmshfthe privileges and blesssings of the new covenalet, as
izens of a nation re i
o il renounce allegiance to one government and
The view we have thus given of the relation of children to
the church, is equally removed from baptismal regeneration,”

. o8 helc} by some churches, on the one hand, and the bald ind’i-

% wdu‘ahlsm, which we as unfeignedly reprobate, on the other, pre-

senling, as we apprehend it, the right and safe medium. It ,(iaes
not say, that children have new hearts, because they are baptized
or will necessarily become christians and be saved, whether pa-
rents.are faithful or not. But it does affirm, that ir,l the exer(gqe
of faith _in God’s covenant and the faithful use of means tl;e
Holy Spirit may be expected to give to our children, the g:erm
of a new life, and that God’s promises afford a blcssed, presump-
tion, which we ought to cherish, on which we may act, and ff)

which we may be animated, that they will grow up christ;ans an?ir
remerr'lber no definite time or set of conscious exercises Wher; and
_by which they became children of God. While it rep:J diates the
1d.ea. t]."lB.t grace is governed by ordinary generation, it does hold that
pety is preserved and was designed by God toj he perpetﬁated

ordinarily, in the line of family succession. As the fajth of 'I‘imo’
thy, ‘.‘ dwelt first in his grandmother Lois, and then in his mothe-

- Elunice, and last of all in him also,” though * his father was :.
Gref'zk‘.” And as the piety of President Edwards, can be traced
up, in the ascending series, to a faithful preacher ,in the days of
Q_yeen Elizabeth, and in the descending series i-ms been tfans-
multed to about seventy of the existing minis{ry of America
besides ?ther posterity, eminent for piety in other walks of lif;’
ahr_iosc mnnumerable, and as, moreover, according ‘to statisli(:s,
which utterly refute the slander, that the children of ministers’
are usually the worst, at least one-fifth of the existing Presbyte-,
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rian and Congregational ;nil‘liSt'rX of the United States, are de-
¢ the tribe of Lievi.
Eceélj;?tisof;hristianity, as originally embosomed in. 1h«.e. A-bra-
hamic covenant—the christianity to which the Jewish {ns:tltt%:e
served as a pedagogue or preparatory systen'l—the Chl‘.lstlaf;z‘
expounded by the great Aposile of the Gentﬂess., who 3 c.agm”c :
Abraham as the “the Father” alike of “.tl.le circumcision,” or
the Jewish branch, and of * the uncircumclsu'm," or Gentl].elpor-
tion, if they walled in the steps of that faith \::hl?lh_-Abla lf,}zr;
had being yet uncircumcised”’—who preached ¢ C ms;.i as i
minister of circumcision, for the truth of God, to confirm the
* promises made unto the Fathers,” and al-so of unc:rcumclslon,
« that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy.” .
From the beginning, through all its phases and ‘c‘.lspensanorfs,
the church is one; organic in its character, embracing among ;ts
members, the infant children of b‘elievers, frqm whom er?laenltt};
its growth is to be expected. It is a part o_f the planho o o ;
bring the law of family increase directly into the churc J,B an
make it also a law of spiritual incre.ase, or in the words“o]é : ax-
ter, himself an exemplification of l.us profound remark, 2 ;;fe
tion, rightly conducted, is an ordinary way f_or the c_ct)fm,jzro .
of God's grace, and ought nfo rﬁlore todlj:a set in opposition
iri the preaching of the word. :
Sp\l;;tf:rgutfese vlzews asbcleaﬂy apprehended and fully ca-rrle‘d‘
out as they might and ought to be, the great law of the ch?rcth{);
progress and perpetuation, wou]d‘b'e ver%ﬁed to the com oft :
parents and to the illustration of divine faithfulness, to an ex f}?
seldomn now, if ever witnessed. 'I‘he' l‘t?Pl'Oﬂ(_;h cast upon f;.
church of God, of inefficacy and inferiority to oth.er schem;:; 3
man’s deviging, would be wiped away, and the. \V.IS.dOI‘ﬁ (l)f b.tod,
in its original organization and immutable pecuharltleli, e};j ;1 11 ea:
Families would be the nurseries of the churf:h. ait uz I,)u ;
rental instruction, would secure the first buddings of 11.13] pla .
" of grace, and pastors would only .have to dev?}?ﬁltlézmwigl
appropriate cultivation to g trtﬁaes of r:ghteousness?‘ g
the fruits of righteousness, which are by Jesus O%mst o th Dbe rg'
and praise of God.” At the proper age, the mt:]an_t Lmltlaimeml s
recognizing their relations, would gratefully and Intelligently
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assume the responsibilities involved in their early consecration by
their parents, and thus from age to age, by a constant reproduc-
tion and increasing expansion, from this the primary source, in ad-
dition to all the aggressions made on the empire of Satan, and sin,
and .the votaries of the world, the church of God, would, as it
was designed, go on, widening and deepening, till ¢ the knowl-
edge of the Lord would cover the earth as the waters do the sea.”
Piety, too, beginning early in life, would assume progressively
lovelier and more influential forms of manifestation from gene-
ration to generation, so that “ the child would die an hundred
years old ;” “the dew of youth,” the strength of manhood, and
the ripeness of age, would all be given to God and his cause.
In virtue of this simple element alone, of internal vitality, inde-
" ‘pendently of accretion from without, expanding by organic growth,
not external conquest, the church of God, according to the tenor
of the covenant, might soon fill the world. T will multiply thy
seed as the stars of heaven and as the sand which is upon the
sea shore ; and thy seed shall possess the gate of their enemies,
and in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed.”
“For thus saith the Lord, this is my covenant with them, my
spirit which is upon thee and my words which T have put in thy
mouth, shall not depart out of thy mouth, nor out of the mouth
of thy seed, nor out of the mouth of thy seed’s seed, saith the
Lord, henceforth and forever.” 1n accordance with these cove-
nant promises, ““ the mustard seed” grows till it becomes a tree.”
“'The leaven” spreads “ till all is leavened.” “The stone cut
out without hands,” becomes “a great mountain and fills the
whole earth.” “The handfull of cormn on the tops of the moun-
tains,” multiplying by its law of reproduction, increases, till
“its fruit shakes like Lebanon,” and “ they of the city,” the
church of God on earth, “ flourish like grass of the earth,” per-
petuated and multiplied, from age to age, till it covers * the field
which is the world,” once filled with briers and thorns, “ with its
fresh and lovely verdure, and earth becomes again the Paradise
it was at first, and which, the Son of God, became incarnate and
shed his blood, to reproduce.
Prrrssurg, Pa. D.H. R,



