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“ O fools, and slow of heart to believe all that the proph-
‘ets have spoken,” the Saviour said to his two disciples a5
“they walked on their way to Bmmaus, and were sad (Tuke
24: 13-83.): “ Qught not Christ to have suffered theso
things, and fo enter into his glory ?”
~ The “ought not ™ here may be veferred to both clauses of
the proposition, so as to mean that it was neeessary for
Christ to die and to enter into his glory, in order that he
might by his glorification carry out in full the great pur-
pose for which Le bad como into the world. Properly,
however, the necessity in question is affirmed of the firag
part of the proposition in order to the sccond, Christ
musk pass out of the world through suffering and death as
the only way in which he could enter into his glory.
" Why was this order necessary ! Why must the Re-
~“deemer of the world die, to fulfil his heavenly mission ?
. It may be answered, that the truth of the old Testament
~Scriptures required it. In no other way could they be ful-
afilled. The disciples are charged with folly, in not having
~understood and copsidered this, And 50, we are told, ¢ bo-
~ginning'at Moses, and all the prophets he expounded unto
them in all the Scriptures the things concerning himself*'
“(v. 27); as afterwards again in the midst of the eleven, we
hear him declaring (v. 44), “Theso are the words which I
spake unto you while I was yet with you, that all thinga
must be fulfilled which were written in tho faw of Moses,
‘and in the prophets, and in the paalms, coneerning me.”
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Whercupon it is added, ¢ Then opencd he their under-
standing, that they might understand the Seriptures, and

said unto them, Thus it is written, nod thus it behooved -

Christ to sufler, and to rise from the dead the third day ;
and that repentance and remission of sins should be prenlch-
ed in his name among all uations.” :
- Dut this answer, it is easy Lo soe, does nob carry us at all’
to the inward reason of the fact which it scrves to nuthen-
ticate ns right and trae.  God's revelation must of course
Le in harmouy with itself from beginuing to end. The
plan of salvation foreshadowed in propheeies and types

must agree with the plan of salvation fnlfilled finally in -
Clivist.  DBut thiz ouly brings hack upon us with new em- -

phasis and force the question hefore proposed: Why was
it nceessary that the Saviour should have his mission to

falfil in this way? Why were the Scriptures so frarued °
from the beginning as to converge throughout in this

strange sense, that Christ must suiter and dic in order that

he might enter into his glory ? aea:
The answer may be again, that in no other way could he

“malce satisfuction for tho sins of men, and thus open the -
way for their being restored to the favor of God. Tfwas.~
necessary ihat sin should be atoned for by the penalty of :

deatli ; tho whole Gospel centres in the idea of saerifice;

without the shedding of his blood Christ could not be a -
true Savieur for einners,  Therefore he bare our gins in -

his own body on the tree, that we beiug dead to sing should
live unto rightcousness.” Dybis death be became ¢ the

propitiation for the sins of the whole world,” The blood of
Josns Clirist the Son of God, we are told, ‘ clennseth us

from all sin.” ‘

Tn all this there is unulterably precious truth. Dut still
it docs not of itself at once conduct us to the last sense of
our question. Sufloring and death abstractly co.nsidcrcd
have no force, in and of themsclves, to atone for sin. We
can casily concoive of the sufferings of Chirist ]Jimsc]i" he-
ing so cireumstanced, that they would bave been ‘oi no
eflicacy whatever for this end. Ifhe had suitered, for cx-
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amplo, in some other nature aud in some other world than
‘gur own, the sacrifice must have been for us of no acecunt.

"Or what ia yet more to the purpose, if ho had in our nature

‘suflered and died in such way as to have continned afterwards
qander the power of death, it is plain that all the sorrows of
Gethsemane aud Calvary would have been powerless to
‘foke away a single sin.  'We cannot eay therefore of this
relation of Christ’a death to the * eall for blood ¥ which is
supposcd to lie in the idea of Glod’s offended justice, that
it forms of itself the final eause or absclutely last reason of
‘the law, which made it necessary for him te die in order

_that ho might be o perfoct Saviour.  Iis death made ntone-
ment for sin; just as it was an exemiplifiention also of tho
“highest morval truth for the saving benefit of men throngh

all time ; but neither of these purpeses can he eaid to have

-exbausted its intention or bounded the full scope of its ac-

tion, They ware both comprehended in a necessity of re-
ligion breader and deeper than themselves ; and with refer-
ence to this it is that the question still roturns upon us
-avith more solemnity than ever: Wiy did it behoove Christ
~—having undertaken the redemption of the world—io suf-
fer and to pass out of the world by death, in ordor that ho
‘might aceomplish his mediatorial office and worle ?

The full proper angwer lice in the form of the Savicor's

© interrogntion itself, as alroady explained. ¢ Ounght not

-Chiist to bave suffercd these things, and to enter "—that
ds, s0 ng to enter, or in order that he might enter—* into

‘his glovy.”  Itwas necessary that he should die, since only
~-in that way could he reach the gloricus consummation of
-+his mediatorial office, and become thus qualified in full to

impart life and immortality to the world.
©-The nature of this necessify will appear, if we veflect

-upon the constitution of the Redeemer's person in its rela-

tion to the present world. -
- Christianity roots itself in the mystery of the Incarnation.

By the power of that great fact it started originally, in the
-person of Christ, within the hosom of our present natural

humaun life. To redeem man, the Word became flesh,
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};nov:rn under any such form. The impossibility was both
physieal and mgral. .

.._')R{_zgnrded simply in ite nalural constitution, it was not
possiblo that the world as ¥t now stands could be a suffi-
cont theatre for the manifestation of the kin rdom and giory
of Ghist. It belongs to the very conception of nature
that it shovid exist in the form only of continual rcvolutim;
: an cl.mngc. The Tashion of the present world, in %this
< view, is always passing away. Tt subsists by a perpetusl
~process of coming and going. Mo this law of vanity man
g :lumselfiu his present life, forms no exception. As com-
px_'ehm?dcd in the gemeral eoustitution .of -nm;m'e; though
acluding in himself ot the same time the principle of a
“wholly different superior order of life, he is subject so far
_Jns.this lower relation prevails to the same conditions of
change that characterize the syslem everywhere clse.  Ilis
- physical being Lere is in no senso commensurate with his
moral or spiritual being; and nothing is more plain, than
«thal this last needs and demands for its ultimate fl;ll de-
velopment some diflerent mode of existence altogather—a
! o(]p of existenee in which while the physical ghall remain
it will be no longer as the physieal merely holding in it;
own order, as in the present world, but as the life crf? nature
afﬂ)hmated and transfigured into the life of gpirit. In such
view the present world, the mortal condition into which
men cuter Lere by hirtl only to pass out of it again by
death, could never a8 such become the seat of a truly per-
feet and glorified humanity; and it was not possible ihére-
fore, that the kingdom of God as it revealed itsclf in,Christ
for tho accomplishment of man’s redemption in this form,
could ever netualize itself in full on any steh theatre or iri
iy such sphere. Tt might begin here, nay, it was neces-
ary that it should thus come in the flesh in order to ba o
strue rcde‘mption for men born of the flesh—but it eould
‘bot keep itselfl throughout to such unequal bounds; it must
find room for itself by going beyond them, and unfolding
 honew 01'§Ier of existence answerable to its own nature,

i There is represented to ho thus, in the Sci'iptul-es, . con-

clothing itself with our naiure in the most real way. Tt
did so because the idea of redemption required more than’
any merely outward foreign heip. The help must incor.
porate itself with tho life of humanity itself, so as to work:
by this and through this for the accomplishment of its
nltimate ohject., Such was the meaning of Christ's persou,
as he stood among men in the days of his flesh. e was’
the wisdom and power of God unto salvation, in human
form. The fulness of the Godhead dwelt in him bedily-
But the very sanme mystery which makes sure to us the
real humanity of Christ, assures us also of the continual:
presence in his persun of a life higher and for more power-
ful than that of our common manhood in its present natu.’
ral form—a life supernaturnl and divine—in virtue of
which alone it was possible for bim to fulfil his mediatorial
work, so as to beeome the anthor of salvation for the world.
The incarnation means nothing except ns it is talen to in.
volve thronghout the fact of this higher nature in Chriat,
and to require at the same time the full unfolding of ifs’
resources and powers in connection with his proper ka-
manity, ng the only way in which we ein conceive of any:
such revelation as being {rue and complete. It lay thus
in the very constitution of the Redeemer's person that'is
more than simply human attributes, qualities, and powers:
—what belonged to it as the eternal Word tabernacling in
flesh—should come to saitable development and manifes:
tation. Only so could he display the fall perfection of hia:
own being ; only so could he tale possession of his king-
dom and glory ; and Snly so could he be completely quali-
fied as the prince of life, to save his people from their sing,:
and to bring them up finally from the power of the grave,:
Tor all this, however, there was no rocm, no sufficient.
theatre and platform we may say, in the existing economy
of the present world. The conditions and limitations of
our life as it holds here in the order of nature are such;
that it wns not possible for the full power and glory of
Christ’s person, and so for the full sense and purpose of bis.
misgion into the world, to come out and make themselves



T / 4 ' i A A_ )1"1 a ——
174 Jesus and the Leswrrection (AL ! 16861.7 - Jesus and the Lesurrection. 175

stitutional incompatibility between the present world, natu-
rally eonsidercd, and the kingdom of God.  The very idens
of this kingdom involves attributes, which suppose and -
fmply the passing away of much that is cssential to the
ntotion of the world as it now :tands. :
But the dificulty here is not simply physical, a want of -
full eongruity belween the conception of nature and the :
law®of life in Clirist Jesus; it meets us still farthor under
a moral aspeet, and only in that view indeed comes ouf :
at Iast in its whele signifieance and force. That man
should be subjeet to the gencral vanity of nature, and need
to be supernaturally redeemed from it, notwihhsmuding
his own spiritual constitution, in virtue of which it ought.
to be ancillary only to the oljeets of his higher life, is'n .
fneb which in and of itself conviets him of having fallen
from rightcousness into sin.  IIis present life, being so re-
lated to the economy of nature around him, is not normal,
s subjection to such vanity is plainly a penal curse.
Death with him is the wages of sin ; and his whole present
mortal state, accordingly, running as it docs continnally
toward thia end, and having for itself no other possible is- *
sue or ontlet, is comprebended in the terrible foreo of this
law from beginning to end. How then should it e possi-
ble for him to be redeemed in full in Lis present mortal
state ¥ Tow should he be made superior to the curse of:
his fallen life, in the very cirewmstances aud conditions
which show the power of the fall itself, as it rests upon -
him in the present world from the eradle to the grave?
The ease in this view is put by the Bible in the strong _
egl light, when the present world itsell, ns o whole, is rep. .
resented as having by reason of man's sin, fallen in some
way under the actual dominion of Salan, so as to be now
througlh Lis bad nuspices positively hostile to all righteous
ness and trutl.  ITe iz denominated the “prinee of {his "
world,” the ¢ prince of the power of the air, the spirit that
now worketh in the chilidren of disobedience,” Iie is the
“god of this world who blinds the eyes of them that be-
lievo not "—through thie cljects, relations and iuterests of

the present world of conrse—¢ lest the light of the glorions
gospel of Christ, who is the image of Glod, should shine
unto thent.”  This way of represen ting the subject is too
general, and too explicit, Lo nllow of ita being reseived into
mere metaphor,  Most clearly the Seriptures see in the
world, as it now stands, an organized power of sin, over
which Satan presides, with the purpose of defeating if pos-
sible all God's thoughts of merey toward our fallen race.
When Chriat came into the world, it was to do babtle with
this prinee of darkness and his Lkingdom in the most real
way. Bo much was signified by his personal conflict with
the Devil in the wilderness, immediately after his baptism;
a conllict which served to foreshadow the meaning of hia
whole snbsequent ministry, and which came finally to its
last seenc only when he could say : “Now is the judgment
of this world; now shall the prince of this world be east
out; and I, il 1 he lilted up, will draw all men unto me "'—
signifying, we are told, what death he should die.  TIn con-
formity with which, lis incarnation is said in another place
©to have hcen for this purpose, “ that through death he
might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the
~ devily and deliver them who through fear of 'death woro
all their lifetime sulject to bondage.” '
It Tay thus in the very idea of man's redemplion, that i¢
could not ho completed in the form, and under the condi-
- tions of his present worldly life; for that would imyply,
- that it might co-exist with the curse from which it secls
to set him free, and Le in fact part of the very same con-
~etitution of things {Lat has grown oub of the curse, and
.+ which is pervaded and ruled throughout by the luw of sin
- and death. I our bnman life was to be redeemed at all, it
st be by its being ¢ delivered from {his present evil
world ™ (Gal. 1:4); and saeh deliverance to be real must
“be in the form of o vietory, surmounting the whole order
of the world as it now stinds, and revealing itsell as o foree
- gronter than nature, greater than sinand all the consequen-

eed of sin, under another and altogether dilferent mode of
existence,
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thAsfih‘eobciu'er_of our fallen lumanity, it waa neecessary
us itk hrist, in order that he might enterinto his «lory
not simply to pass out of this world, Luk so to pass gut gi
1tft}3:1t lie should at the same time bear it cm'se.l l 'J:I,‘he law
‘ov B;E '111de dcnth», ‘thc power of Sutan which prevails in the
world through this Jaw, must be met and surmounted in
its own sphqc, to make room for the law of life as a su-
pems:r force in nnother sphere. The mornl limitations of
| man’s present stato must be overcome in the way of right-
eousness, ag well as its physieal limitations in thoe wnD of
power. In other words the Redeeruer must c(haustythc
curse 11_)3 entering into it and taking the full w-eight of it
;1111;02;;;2 ﬁ\\’f}ﬁsgul. He must suffer in order that he
deimr ngtmz led(.] e must -L_Iie in order that he might
death,);md :500[11)1?{1] mll::[]':; bult‘inm thu.t had the powor of
tho ncend g and immortality to light through
tre’.’:’i_nslls the idea of th(.e atonement ; an idea which cen-
: Sav‘lm-m;)d’ of conrse, in the passion and death of the
:]Me;c':;, ru}lt‘;yc'ff never i these apprebended under an iso-
nte wi[ﬁ‘mil[; e' Vrl?‘W—ﬂEl though.l'he death of Christ per se,
ape it ie erence to fm_ythmg farther, were suflicient
e Lo take away sin in the character of a legal pay-
4men‘t . full to God's offended justice. The p‘c-awolrlgmf
lensts c'_[euth to tale mway sin, its aloning aud savir
, c]ﬂlcncy, is rflwa.ys conditioned in the New Testamcz‘lt lig
1“8- fuf(‘zi).fc.)i }115 resurrection, the victorions superiority ofth?:
mv of life in him ns thus asserted over the law of gin and
:deat-h. Without the resurrection the death could be of ng-
‘ ucgouu’t. It ia his victory over the grave that gives si ni}:i0
earza la all Iis suflerings, and imparts to hi?s b]omdg 1l )
wholle virtue by which it has become the propitiati 10‘
the sine of the world. prepitistion for
ful‘lIl;c‘)] fi[:;l iItns'xm:'ismr.: at all then as the Redeomer of our
n :";(] (]‘“ as in every way .ncedf'ul that Christ should
o kiu:rdou i, s? %8 to rise again, and take posscesion of
e i3 . .1111 i e? 1-11'0p‘91', cternnlly giorious form. The
problem of redemption itsell required it; and it was made

While it was necessary then that the Son of God, baving
undertaken the work of man’s redemption, should for this
purpose become man, and so make himself subjoct to the
curse of Lis present fallen state, it was full as much neces-
sary that he shonld net continue in the sphere of the carso .
—the constitution of man's life as it holds in the present
world—but that he should break through this sphere, by -
exhausting and eonquering the whole power of the curse,
¢o 18 to make room for his kingdom and glory under a
higher form. And being fully gualified for all this in the
constitution of his person, through the union of the divioe
natare with bis humanity, it was not possible that his in-
earnation, in its relations to the present world, eould tale
any other coursc. 1Tis manifostation in the flezh here was
necessarily a circumseription of his proper mediatorial life
and power, an obumbration or hiding of his essentinl me-
diatorial glory, which in the nnture of the ease could not -
be permanent, but must be regarded as a temporary econ-
omy or process simply through which, in the fulness of
time, the full mystery of his higher naturc would break™ .

trinmphantly into vies. “Itwas not possible,” we are told,
«ihat he should be holden af the pnins of death "—that-
the grave should be able to retain him in its power. Dt
this may be said with equal force of his'whole subjection
to the power of the preseut world—ihe power of nature,
including in it now the curse of sin and the ingvitable issue
of death.  That whieh made it impossible for bim to bo
holden of death, made it impossible for him also to be
helden of the mortal constitution through which the natu-
al life of maon in the present world is penally shut up
from the beginning always to this dread conclusion. De-
ing in hirasclf the prineiple of righteonsness and life, he
conld not stay in the region of mortal vanity, he could not
remain imprisoned in the sphere of the curse; he must
burst all these barg, breals through all these limitations, in
order that the “ powers of the world to come,” which were
all alonz inclosed in his person, might be able to unfold
themselves in a way commensurate with their own glorions -

nature.
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die, it bringeth forth much fruit.” Agam: “Tt is expe-
ient for you that I go awnay; for if I go notaway the com-
orter will not come unto you ; but if I depart, T will send
Jim unto you.!  The entire gospel, with all its opportuni-
ties and powers of salvation, depended on Christ's glori-
“fiention.
- The “ glory” into which Clirist ontered by his sufferinga
and deally was in one view he same, which he had with
{he Father befors the world was (Jelm 17:5).  But in
mnother view it was n new stale or condition, resulling
from his union with lumanity and (he work of redempiion.
Tt was the glory of his mediatorial life advanced to its full
perfeetion, in the form of victory over tho powers ol dark-
ness and ovil in the world. Ti was the glorifieation of the
“man Christ Jesus, made perfect through suflering, and
exalted at last 1o the frec unobstrucled vse of the preroga-
tives and powers which belonged to him as the Son of
@od. This was the end and objeet of his humilintion from
the beginning. 1Ie beeame a man, and made himself sub-
jeeb to the curee of humanity in its present fallen siate,
that e migh roll away the curse, and in his human natare
itscll become head over all things to lis church. Deeause
he Liumbled himsell, we ave told, God hath highly exalled
him, and given him o name which is above every name
(PLil. 2: 8, 9. Torthe joy thab was set liefore him in this
form, hio endured the cross, despising the shame, aud is
set down ab the right hand of God (Teb. 12: 2). Tie de-
gcended first into the lower parts of the earth, that he
‘might aseend up afterwards far above all heavens, leading
caplivily eaptive, and so have poweor to confer all Leavenly
gif*s upon men (Tph. 4: §-10}.

The relation of this mediaterial glory of Christ, then to
Lis previous rlate of humiliation in the jresent world, was
not one simply of local difference—the humiliation belong-
ing to one world and the glory a waiting fact in another—
making it neeessary for him (o pass from the first over to
the sccond that he might possess the fnet as his own; as
strangers, for example, may find it necessary lo cross

nocessary also by {he constitution of his own person. It
wonld have been a grand contradicelion, to pretend to seb:
np and complete his kingdom in this world. The eye of |
{he Savieur himsclf, accordingly, was steadily directed,
through the whole course of his ministry toward what he
wuw o be the necessary end of it in his violent death. His.
digeiples indeed, to the very lush, elung to the expeetation
that Le would still azsert Lis Messianic glory, agreenbly to
{hio comnion nodion among the Jews, undor an outward
temporal furm in the present world. But this was in theo
fuce always of theiv Master’s own mosk plain and solemn
wards, afiivming just the coutrary; and when their under:
standing was properly opeued for the purpose after his
resnrrection, they could see casily cnough that it was
ngrainst the Lene sense also of the old Testament seriptures,
aswell as at war wholly with cvery right view of Christ's
person and work.  Wor the salvation of the world, we may
say all depended on the glovification of Ghrist; nud this
was conditioned absolutely, not simply by his coming in
thie flesh, Lt by bis suflering in the flesh, and passing out
of the world by death.  The inearnation must complote
its own necessary historieal movement in the person ofthe
blessed Redeemer himself, by his being made to sufler the
contradiction of sinners, and the furious assauits of hell,
ont to the extremity of death itself, and by his rising again
from Lhe deadl, and ascending to the right. hand of God—
all power heing given unto him in heaven and in carth—
hofare it could beeome fully available, fully prevalent rather,
for the purposes of salvation in generul, throngh the mission
of the Llnly Glhost as it began to take place on the day of -
Pentecost, “The Ioly Ghost,” it ia said in ove Place,
“ wag not yot given, because that Jesus was nok yet glori-
fied.”  Ho he continually speaks ol his own removal from
the world, ns being not merely the signal, but the canse,
for such a spread and irinmph of his kingdom as could
have place in no other way.  “Txeept a corn of wheat
fall into the ground and die,” we hear him saying with re-
forenee to this very thought, it abideth aloue; but i it
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mountains or seas, in orderto come to their proper homes. .

Theo relation was one at the same time of real eause and:
offoct. The humiliation of the Redeemer, by its victorious
issue, created and brought to pass his mediatorial glory—
his condition of perfected humanity in virtue of which
ouly heis the author and finisher of salvation for men ;

just ns the sced, to use his own image, which is cast info -

the ground and dies there, throngh that very process of de-

composition, is not simply metamorphosed afterwards fnta

another form of life, but actually produces and ealls into
being what it thus dies to reach. Ouly as sin, and. death,
aud Lell were first conguered in his persou ; only as the

principle of life which was in him becaae the actual.
presence of the resmireetion, bringing the whole order of :

the world under his feet, and making room for his glory

as a fact brought to pass in thig way of vietory and con- -

quest ; only as the powers of that higher life in the Spirit
wera first triumphantly asserted in the mediatorial glorifi-
cation of Christ bimself, was it possible for any such sinte
or condition of glory, any such reign or kingdom of anlva.
tion, to have real Deing at all for our falleu race. Thus
liternlly must we take his own words: T am the resur-
rection and the life.” DBeeause he lives, bis people live.
Their life iz bid with him in God, so that when Le ap-
pearcth they shall appear with him in glory. As he is the
firat-born of .the uatural ereation, by whom all things were
croated that are in heaven and that are in earth, so is he

also the beginning, the first-born from the dead, in whom

is comprehended the whole power of the new spiritual
creation, in vivkue of which all lis snints arc to be raised
up to lifa and immortality at the last day (Col. 1:16-18).

Al this being so, well might the risen Redeemer suy:
© Qught not Christ to have suffercd these things, and to
enter into his glory ?”  In no other way could the workof
redemption beeome complete.  In no other way could the
mystery of the incarnation show itself to be true. Tho
only order of faith here, as distingunished from all homani-
tarian fancles and from 2l Gnostic dreams, is that of the
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ancient Christian Creeds. Starting with the supernatural
conception and birth of the Baviour, it goea on immedintely
to confess his passion, his death, bis descentto hades; only
to proclaim, however as the necessary result of this the
gloricus fact of hia rising again from the dead, his nscen-
sion to the right hand of God, the consequent sending of
the Holy Ghost, the estublishment thus of the Chureh, and
the cconomy of grace within its bosom, from its one bap-
_tism for the remission of sins onward and forward to ihe
resurrection of the body and the life cverlasting.

The subject leads us to some geuneral reflections on the
- -mature of Christianity in its relations to the present world.
L The Christian salvation, by its very coneeption, 15 a

snpernatural fact which must in the end transcend the con-

gtitution of the world as it now stands altogether, going
“out of it and beyond if, and finding room and opportunity
for its full development only in a now and higher mode of
existence. '
This in one viewsecems to be go plain a truth as necessari-
Iy of itself to command universal acknowledgment ; since
all men do in fact pass oné of the present world by death,
and if saved, at all therefore can be saved in full only on
the other side of death and the grave. Dut theproposition

- now before us means a grent deal more than this. What
" it affirms is & constitutional difference between the king-

dom of Christ and the present world, making it impossible

~ for them fo eohere permanently in one system, and requir-

ing the laat absolutely to pass away in order tomnke room

. for the first. This is notat once plain for the general
“ thinking of men ; and there has always been a tendency

in the human mind accordingly, to reduce the difference in

“question to one of mers measure and degree, to malke it

more outward than inward, more relafive than absolute, so
‘ns to invest the idea of the kingdom of God after all with
something of a mundane character, carrying out more or

_lege the order of our present natural life.

Buoeh, we know, had come to be the reigning opinion
among the Jews, when our Saviour made his appearance in
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the workl, They laoked for o Messiah who should ralens,

a temporal prince, restoring the throne of David, and ex:
tending his empire under a worldly form thronghout'-tlw
whole cfu'th

Tho same expectation was {fondly cherished by the dw-.

ciples of Cheist, and exerted an active influcnce over them,

cvenr aftor they had come to apprehend in some mensure

the spivitunl glory of his person, notwithstanding all ‘the

pains he himself took to eradicate every such thonght from
their minds,  ©“We teustad it had heen he,” they sy sor-

rowfnlly after his death, *which should have redeemed
Isranl.”  And even when fully nssured subsequently of his
reanrrection, they were not able at once to take in the fuil
gense of that transcendent fact, but ave heard still asking:
“Tord, wiltthou at this time restore again the kingdom to

Tsracl” {(Acts 1; 6). It necded the baptism of the day of.

Paontecost to liberate them ecompletely from this Jewish
preconception, and to revenl to them the true nature of the

kingdom of heaven, as being an cconomy hased upon the -
resurrection of Christ, which must therofore necessarily -

transcend along with this fact the entire constitution of the
present world.

In differsnt ages of tho Chareh, the 0\pochhon of the '

millenninim, and of Christ’s personal reign upon the earth,
has not unfrequently assumed a form involving virtually
again the same old Jewish error.

There is however another more subtle, and more com-
mon, mode of overlooking tho difference, which helds be-
tween the constitution of nature and the constitution of
grace. It consists in regarding the kingdom of heaven ns
the continuation and carrying outin some way of the right
order of the present world ; so that if it may not be actual-
ized Liere in full, there may be at least a near approxima-
tion to it through a proper use of the powers and possibili-
ties ol our peneral life this side the grave. Christinnity, it
is assumed, muet be in harmony with the relations aund
noeds of man’s nature in his presont worldly state ; and
whnt these show to be his obligation and ealling here—
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'phy ienlly, intellectually, socinlly, morally—that must be
cousiduered ns fitting him also for his proper destination
hereafler, and as forming, therefore, a direct preparatioen

-t least for the kingdom of heaven in the world to come.

Such is the hamaniterian evangel, which in one form or

canother has come to prevail so \\'u]c!y especially in our
“own time, thrusting itself into the place of the true gospel

“of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Chriat.  According to this

“the measure and eriterion of Cliristianity are to be found
 in its supposcd suitableness to the earthly intereats of men

‘in their prescut earthly state ; and the prosperous further-

“ance of these interests, nceordingly, is held to be the on-
“ward march of the gospel its eH, advancing steadily to its

‘milleunial glory, and auticipating the lall iden of the king-

+dom of lieaven. The order of natuve is regarded thus ad a

sgystem or process, whicl ccmpletes itself by its own move-
-ment 1o the order of grace.  “ Fram nature up to nature's

“God," is made to be the watehword of religion in place of
sthat grand announcement: “No man hath scen God at
~any time; the only Legotten Son, whick is in the bosom
of the Father, lic hath declared him.” To bring matter

dnto suljection to mind through science and art—to verify
the sense of the eighth psalm, ng fur as possible, in a mere-

Iy nataral way, mstcad of renching afltor its verifiention in
“the wny signified in the second chapter of the Epistle to

the Hebrews—is held to be for man the great problem of

“hia life, the Arst law of his cthieal being, in fulfilling which
she cnntot fail to e truc at the same time to the elaims nud
‘behests of religion. Material interests readily transmute

‘themselves thus into epiritual interests, Guin becomes
godliness. The triumphs of politieal cconomy, the suc-
sses of agriculture and trade, pass themselves off' for tho

_-tr'lumphs and succcszses of Christinnity. Knowledge aft
feets to be, not only power, but piety also and fhith, The

idea ol freedom and the rights of man puts itself forward
as synonymous with the idea of redemption. The civiliza-
tion of the world chollenges acknowledgmont and regard,
85 being in truth the evangelical salvation of the world.
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But how differcat now from all these tel‘l’cf{til}l sg:hmneg _
and conceptions, is the 1'cp1'eseu.tution of O]mstmljlllty mie
the kingdom of heaven with which we are mof, \\‘. &;n 3
look into the New Testament? | My kmgdom,‘ Chiris ‘snyi,l
is not of this world. The way to it for himself la;y fduomg}
the world, and out of it, into m]othe‘r order of existence al-
torcther; and how could it be for his pc‘nple then un)‘flnew
ﬂigposif;ion simply of the mortal scculum in ‘:vluclf they 1‘:\;10.
their being this side the grave, or any continuation ns[?;lc y
of its lnws and forces over juto the world .beyond. (_n'c
can be but one law here for Christ nnf] his followers ; t;m
disciple must be nas his Master. IF it was necessary 01;
Chyist to conquer and transcend the whole conahtu@ou ]o
the world ns it now stands, in the way of death, th‘ntflc
might enter into kis glory, it must he. no 1c:'.ss necesanry for
Christinns, if they are to have partin this giory, to pass
out of the world in thesame way. So mn_ch'mf'lccd i:ﬂ com-
prebended in the fundamental role of Christianity : ‘De?y
thyself, talce up thy eross, and follow me; ns \\'?ell ns in t;c
pregnaunt aphotism : ““ EHo that loveth his life s]]fﬂ[ Iogc 1‘f’
nnd he that hateth Lislife in this world shall keepit uuto 11 o

cternnl.”  The kingdom of heaven i8 no mere continuation
or carrying forward of the order of this life, whethc}‘ phiys-
ieal or ethical; it is constitutionally different from this; and
is to be reached and possessed only as the whole system of
things seen und temporal is superseded at last, through
denth and the resurrection, by things unscen au({i etcmlml.
I Henece the true signifiennce of the doc.:trmo of t}w
resurrection, and its momentous importance in the Chris-
it stem.
tm’_lll‘lfg ;cmpel Leging in the birth of Christ only tc:\ com-
plete itself in his resurrection.  Without E.astcr, Chmstmi.xa
can never be more than an Ebionitic lie or G-nos:tm
dream. The higher life which joined itself W{th our dying
humanity in the person of Christ, to nut.hentmntc.ltsclf'na
real and true, must rotarn again with this humanity to its
original sphere. Tle that descended must nlso ascend-—far
above afl heavens—up where he wag before (Tph. 4: 10.
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John 6: 62). “I camie forth from the Fathor,” we hear
him saying, “and am come into the world ; again I leave
the world, and go to the Father” (John 16: 28). Deing
what he was from the beginning, the Word incarnate, the
only begotten of the Father tabernacling in flesh, it was
not possible that his Tife could hold itself to the bounds of
our present carthly state-—still less that it could remain
shut up under the natural conclusion of that state in the
gravo and in the dark world of Sheol or Iades ; it must rise
from the dead, andin doing so bust the cerements at the
same time of this whole mortal economy, showing death
and sin to be conquered forces, and asserting its own orig-
inal superiority in a new order of existence altogether.
This is what we mean by the resurrection of Josus Chrigt
from the dead ; and it is easy to see, how in this view it
forms the grand argument or proof of his mission, and be-
comes for all genuine faith the keystone which binds to-
gether the universal arch of Christian doctrine. It is no
outward seal simply—the attestation of o stupendons mir-
acle—ratifying and confirming the Mesninhship of the Sn-
viour; it is the necessary end and completion of the idea
itself which entered into the constitution of his peraon,

without which this must be at once convicted of fantastic

unreality. Without it he would have been an impostor,

even if he had not pledged his truth previously on the fact.
It was the only way in which he could De dernonstrated
effectually to be the Son of God (Rom. 1: 4). Being put
to death in the flesh, he must be quickened in the apirit
(1 Peter 3: 18). Manifested in the flesh, he mus: be Jjusti-

“fied in the spirit, that is, vindieated and shown to be divine

trrough the power of the higher life which was in him,
smmounting the law of death, and advancing him to heay-
enly glory, through the resurrection (1 Tim. 3: 16).

The resurrection of Christ, being thus the natural result
and necessary issue of his heavenly life in its union with
the movtal life of men in this world, it could not be a re-
turn simply to the condition in which ho was previously
to his death, the mere recovery of what hod been transient-

9
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1y lost by that change. The reator‘:_ttiofl of Liazarus froin
the grave wns-nothing more than th_ls ; it served merely to
re-instate him in his old life. But it was not for Christ t:
be brought Dbacls from the dead in any su_ch way as ;hnd.
With the view that is sometimes tnken of his death, in eeh .
as including in itself the whole power of the gospel in ]t te
1ight of a purecly outward price paid for sin, and tlzlqmp eto.
for this purpose by itself alone, a reaurz‘ectlou- oi!“ tkfs n:lun-
dane sort, bringing after it the setting up of Christ af mlg om
in the present world, might seem to mvolv.e no {L{ﬂf 1clo'n-
tradiction ; and it is eesy to see also that‘ it would, ak- in
happily enough with much of the humanitarian tlm'a mgf
of the present day, if only we were EIHOYVG{]. to eoncew;s3 ot
the Saviour's victory over the grave.in thls.way. 3u
every such conception turns the mystery f)f the mcm'nutéor:l
into n figment at last, just ns renlly as if it were pretende
that his death was followed by no resurrection whatever.
He rose from the dend in virtue of Whﬂ't he was more thmé
all that belonged to humanity beyond his own person ; th 5
his resurrection, therefore, was not only n refurn to wha
he was as a man before, but o frce unf?Id1ng at the same
time of the living power which Was.prevmusly veiled }md}fr
his earthly state—but which made itself known now in t}de
way of victory over the universal or'der of the'a nntul:allw.;vor ;
" abolishing death, and bringing life and immortality fo
hgﬁa what the resurrection of Christ is for the doctrlﬁe
of his person, that in the view of the New ‘Testnmen.t 1;f 8
resurrection of believers is also for the doctrine of their fu-
ture salvation. They are saved through_ the power of a
new heavenly birth—the birth of th.e Spirit in confradis-
tinction to the birth of the flesh—a bu'.th'from nbov'e, made
possible by the coming down of the D_Nme Logoe'z into Iil;ha
sphere of our present fallen life—in virtue of lemh, F ;y
are.made through union with him to be partalers o the
Divine nature, to be the children of Ged, 50 08 to hme'll[i
them even here the principle of an indestructible 11%'(3, Whl(f
shal! bo found to triumph hereafter over death itself, in
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bringing up their bodies from the grave, and eausing them
to be fashioned into the likeness of the glorious lody of
Christ himsclf: The idea of the Christian redemption is
never that of a salvation which consists in the mere per-
fecting of the order of man’s present lifo (Ebienitic human-
itarianism); nor yet that of a salvation which has to do

- with his soul only, magieally transferred to some other

state (Gnostic spiritualism) ; it looks always to a deliver-
ance that shall make bim as a part of the present world
saperior to its conslitutional curse, carrying him vieto-
riously through it, and crowning hLim at Inst with immor-

- tality in his whole person, body as well as sonl. The doe-

trine of the future state for the righteous becomes {hus the
doctrine of the resurrection. Iow full the New Testament
is of this thought everywhere, it is not necessary 1o say.
‘No one can attentively consider, however, the stress
which is laid by the sacred writers on this whole topie, the
resurrection of Christ and as flowing from that the resur-
rection of believers, without being made painfully sensible

-of a serious aberration from this evangclicnl peculiarity in

much of what claims to Do the most evangelical style of
religious thinking at the present time.

In the Acts of the Apostles, it is remarkable how the
whole idea of preaching with St Peter first and afterwards
with 8t. Paul, seems to revolve eantinually around the
eame theme. On all oceasicns it is the groat fact of
Christ’s resurrection from the dead which is insisted
upon, not as a proof merely that the Gospel in some
other form is entitled to eredit, but ns being in reality

* the sum and substance of the Glospel itself—the whole

power of which stands in the consequent glorifieation of
Chrigt, and the mission of the Holy Ghost making it
effectual for the salvation of men through the Chureh.—
Not only at Athens, but in all places, it might be anid

-of Paul emphatically, that he “preached Jesus and the

resurrection.” So in all the New Testament Epistles.
Tho burden of their tonching throughout is Christ erucified
ard raised agein trom the dead, the hope aud power of a
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lilto yosurrection in due course of time for all his peoP]ud.
Lot it sulice for tho present to quote that tl'm.:npt?t ‘:;loue
passage, Jph. 1: 17-23, us an epitome of the unwclaéhs.oi-
pelin their sense. * The God of our I_-czrd Je::*.us ”Bé
the Tather of glory, give unto you the spirit of \\71st’{om‘nn
revelation in the knowledge of him. The eyes of your gn;
understanding being enlightened ; that yo may know wi a
is the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the g ory
of 1ijs inheritance in the saints, and whas; the exceeding
greatnese of his power to us-ward who ?chevo ; necording
1o the working of his mighty power, which he '\vrm‘lg%lt mt
Christ when he raised Lhim from the doad, and scf.b]nm £;1
his own right hand in the hcnvqn]y plnc_cs——fm: above ?] !
prinecipality, and power, and migh t', nnc} don*fml%n,t nlso
every name that is named, not only in this wml.d u aﬂ. ‘
in that which is to come: and bath put all tlu'ngs un }?1
Iis foet and gave Lhim to be the head over a]l' things to t ]e
Clurch—which is his Lody, the fulness of him that filleth
ﬂn\i\?];gl.wiil say that oither the resurrection of Christy or
the resurrection of believers, is mnd‘e t-o be of t_he §AImO
central interest in the Protestant .Ghrlstmn teaching gen-‘
ernlly of the present time ? th a ]argo pa.rt:ﬁ:-f '01111
pulpits the theme rarcly comes into full view atall .1’11c
when it does Teceive attention it is too often in su_ch a way
as virtually to kill it by making no acc.ount of its pro.pe)i
relntions and connections, The truth Is, the evangelicn
theory which rules very much of what is now regarded a8
Clristian teaching wonld scem to be essentmil)_r cozppl,ete
in its own way, both christologically apd sotemologma?ly,
without cither the resurrection of Christ or the resurree-
ion of belicvers. )
tm]IZIII. The system of agencies and powers by th?h t]]JJa
kingdom of heaven is upheld and cnrl:lerl forward in 3 e
present world, in its course of preparation for the woﬂdtg
come, is supornatural, and can be properly apprehende
: by the power of faith.
Ou}z isynoh niagicu’i—-nn economy of.‘ unefu'_thly forces play-
ing oyer into the world in o ghost-like visionary way. As
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the manifestation of Christ himself in the flesl was real,
and not simply apparitional na pretended by the Gnostics,
8o is the constitution of grace also proceeding from his
person and worls, in its relations to those who are still in
the {lesh, an earthly constitution. It belongs to the pre-
sent world, and reveals itself historically under worldly
forms and relations. "'With all this, however, it is o con-
stitution which derives its whole heing and force from the
resurrection and glorification of Christ, I is brought to
+ pass, and made to he of effect, not through any power that
is comprehonded in the natural organization of the world,
but only through that higher power in Christ’s person, in

_ virtue of whick he teranscended at last the entire constitu-

tion of nature, and hecume head over all things to the
church iu another order of existonce. The very concep-
tion of the chureh, in this view, is that of a spiritual or-

ganization in the world, proceeding from the resurreetion
life of Christ, which while it is in the world is yet not of
the world, but the result and presonce always of powers
and forees which in relation to it are supernatural.

The kingdom of Chiist among men is something widely
different thus from any other moral or spiritual dominion.
Take for example, the anthority of Aristotle, which ruled
the world of mind through so many centuries. It stands
forth as a grand fuct in Leman bhistory, worthy of more
admiration than the outward empire of Alexander. Dug
who thinks of nseribing to it, for this renson, any supdr-
human character. The kingdom of Aristotle was after all
part and parcel only of the world’s natural life, as it eul-
minates in human intelligence—a true and genuine pro-
dnet, historically, of the powers of humanity in its present
mundane state, just a8 much ag the viectories of Alexaunder
or the wars of Julius Cesar.  But we have no right to con-

+ceive of the Lingdom of Jesus Christ, under its carthly

character, in the same way. Itis nof the product of any

. Torees that nre comprehonded in the natural constitution of

the world ; and by no such powers can it be maintained, or
earried forward, in the exereise of its legitimate funclions,
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to its heaven appointed end. Itstaris _ﬂ'om 'the gloriﬁcn_tmn
of Christ ; it is the form and manner 11 whwh' the glomﬁr_ad
Christ revesls his presence, and puts forth his power, in
the world for purposes and ends thnt.li_e heyond the world
aitogether in his own state and COIld}tI'OII of glory. -de:{
isit possiblethen to coneeive of it :}1!, x{" 1t_bo not COu'Bl err‘a ;
a supernatnral constitution, enrrying in itself supernatura
resources, fulfilling supernatural offices, and bringing to
pass supernatural results ? ) ) ;
Thus it is that the Church is made to be an m't'lcle 0
Jaith—one of the primary fundamantal articles—m t.he
Creed. Iaith in the Church, however, eaunot stop with
its nbstract conception. Itmust extend to 1ts agencics and
powers, its modes and means of grace generally. '1[1{3\?9
may not be estimated by any merely nnturiﬂz standard. We
are bound to own in them a supernatural cih?ncy and foree.
The word of God is quick and powerful, in a way that
transcends all human rhetoric or logie, The sensc of the
sncraments-is not to be plumbed and sounded by any mere
naturnl renson ; baptism iz Bupernatnx'a]f:y more th.'_m ﬂu?
washing of water, and the Lord’s Supper i3 Bu‘poruatul"all}
more than the eating of biead and the drinking of wine.
The ministry of veconciliation, as it comes by‘commlss}on
from the risen Saviour, and forms part .of.lns ascension
gift, includes in it also some portion of his rcsqrre‘chm;
anthority and ascension power. _Ecclesmstlc‘ﬂl acts are no
of one order simply with civil acts—they bind x.md lgose,
we are told, in henven. These are hard “sayings, - we
know, for the common thinking of the worlfl; butlft‘ fB
not easy to see how they can be successliul]y: gainsaid, if we
are to admit at all the idea of o cunshFutmn of grace on
carth, diffiering from the constitution .Oi nature, gn{] flow-
ing {rom the glorification of the Saviour 1'egm'd‘mfhne' n{;
abiding fact. To wmale the QI)111'011 of ona order n_ltc'l ut
with the powers and possibilities oii thF present wm:lc , 18 10
turn the resurrection of Jesus Christ into a Gnostic myth.

J. W. L
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dnr. IL—THE EARLY INTRODUQTION OF CATECHIZATION IN THE
REFORMED COURCH.

Jonw Cunrisrornen KoroRER, a little more than a century
ago, wrote a Catechetical History of the Reformed Chureh,
down to his time. About the beginning of the present
century HENRY Van Arren published ¢« The History and
Literature of the Heidelberg Ontechism,” in which is in-
cluded much catechotical history relating to the Reformed
Ohurch. Down to 1750 he depends chiefly on Koecher,
but from othor sources he.ably brings the history down to
the beginuing of the present century. There is slso much
valunble matter pertaining to this subject contained in-
Max Goebel’s History of the Christian Life in the Rhine-
Westphalian Tvangelical Churches, Coblenz, 1849. These
works are all in German. There is also considerable of
valaable eatechetical history contained in the Introductions
to many of the older commentaries an the Heidelberg Cat-
echism. Drawing freely, in some parte almost literally
translating from these sources, we have srranged, com-
bined, and from various less important sonrces filled ont
and complemented, asketeh of the introduction of catechi-

zation in all the Provincial Reformed Churcles,

. As the Reformed Church of Switzerland Jroduced the
first Reformed Catechism, o to it belongs also the honor
of taking the lead in introducing the catechetical gystem
into the Reformed Chureh gencrally. Soon after the Re-
formation the Swiss began, not only to instruct in this way
the youth, Dbut also those of an advanced age who were
found ignorant of the fundamentals of the Christian reli-
gion; and for the attainment of this end they introduced
the most-oxcellent catechetical arrangements.  The Iranch
Reformed followed the example of the Swiss; and soon

Gormany, cspecially the Palatinate, became alive o this
interest.



