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the more closely does she cling to it, and prove to those'wh
may. choose - to observe her struggle, that though her form
slénder, and her hand be small, she still hag o heroic hes
and a believing grasp ! : il |

- It may indeed grieve her to find herself the object of unkind

suspicions among those whose friendship she desires to meritand
enjoy. We do not think that she can be charged with' con
tempt for the confidence and good will of sister Churches
Butit is surely better, if it must be, to forego the present favb
of misjudping friends, than to forfeit her faith. ~Conscious’s
integrity, and convinced that she- is falsely ncoused, andin:

righteously suspected, she seems to think it best to bide*her
time, endure her present wrongs, and patiently aweit the wequit

ting vindicntion of the future. And we are fully confident;

that she will then find, in a retrospective view of the unappre-
ciated service she is mow, according to her humble means;

seeking to render the cause of genuine Protestantism, an abun?
dant recompense for all the reproaches now endured. iz

Reserving the consideration of the other points involvedin
this controversy for the next issuc of the Review, wo herewith
close for the present. ©J. H. A, B

o8

Arr. VL—GERMAN THEOLOGY AND THE CIIGRCI QUESTION.*

[ Translated frﬁm “ Schafl"s Kirchenfreund,” for September, 1862, ) 3o &

17 we compure the present theological literature of English |
and American Protestantism, with that of the modern Evan-

gelical school of Germany, wo meet with o remarkable differ-
ence .in - their -conception - of Catholicism. - Of this we have
already had - occasion - to-speak, more fully, in - our review of

Dr.-Ullmann’s * Reformers: before’ the - Reformation,” which .

regts .throughout :on' the assumption that Protestantism can

be properly understood and defended only as the legitimate -

and necessary product of mediseval Catholicism, and not as an
abrupt unhigtorical revolution. To unchurch the Catholic
Chureh, to cut her off entirely from the kingdom of Ged, and

¥ This cesuy is the conclusion of a series of nrticles on the most distiﬁ~
guishad cotemporary University-theologians of Qermany, which appeared in
the My, July, August rnd September numbers of the Kircheaflreund, for 1852,
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to.identify her with the kingdom “of Antichrist, as was almost
upnnimously done by the General Assembly of the Old School
Presbyterion Church, during its sessions at Cincinnati, 1845,
and - which that Church, notwithstanding the well-founded pro-
test: of her able and learned Professors ot Prineoton, has not

gt rescinded,) would, apon German ground, be absolutely
impossible. .- The Evangelical Theology of -Germany is indeed
also.thoroughly Protestant in principle and. spirit, and rests
upon that freedom of thought, and impartiality of investipa-
fion, which we properly owe to the Reformation. But this
very:freedom and impartiality of research has slso lead her to
concoive and judge of the Cutholic Church in o manner totally
different from the old Protcstant pelemics of the sixteenth and
seyenteenth centuries. This, however,-does by no means
" necessarily involve an approach towsrds Rome, but indicates
rather o new and advenced position of Protestantism itself,
-which we understand to be the progressive principle of modern

~ church history, whilst Romamzing tendencies are retrogade
- movemenis shd deadly hostile to .a proper conception of pro-

- gressive development, which underlies all living Geerman theol-
ﬁj{iy of the present day, especially its best. works ou church
- lstory.
- }Fhl:g;; of sll, the modern investigation of ecclesinstieal and
profane historians have entirely overthrown the earlier views
~eoncerning the Middle dges. It may now be received ns an
--eatablished fact, admitted by all learned judges, that the Ro-
“mon’ Catholic Church ns such, during that age, was, by no.
- means, the great Apostacy or kingdom of Antichrist, but the
- bearer of -frue Christianity, with its sacred eanon and saving
. ordinances, the mother of the Romanic and Germanic nations, |
~gnd of the whole modern European civilization, and notwith-
* ptanding her adherent corruption, carried within herself a vast -
amount of elevated piety and heroie virtue. . The Papacy itself
is regarded now, by the most distingnished modern church histo-
vinns, snd even by profane histerians, such as John von Miiller,
“Lieo, Ranke, and Macoulay, as on institutien absolutely indis-
- pensable for that time, and upon the whole Lighly beneficial, -
for the education of the Germanic nations, for the preservation .-
of the unity, end security of the freedom and independenee of
the. Church, over agninst the encroachments of the seculnr
power. As the law of Moses was a schoolmnster to Christ, so

. the'new Christizn legalism of ‘mediweval Catholicism prepared

the way for Evangelical Protestantism..  Whatever opinion
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we may hold,” says-'the Protestant historian’ Ran‘k"e,'* Lot g
cerning the- Popes‘of- former" times, they 'had ever Importing
iterestsin view“—the fostering of an ‘oppressed-religion; ths!
conténtion " with - Heathenism, the spread of Christif:ﬁifj‘
thronghont the Northern nations, and' the establishment! of zhi
independent hierarchical power;' it belongs- to the- digr‘iif‘jr‘"&fj
human nature to'will' and’to' nccomplish ' something  grént
these movements the Popes kept nlive, and gave them"ui‘hiéh‘a

direction.” To what extent similar conceptions have graduatly!
taken root, of late, in English Protestant liternture, notijit

standing’ the opposition of religions prejudices, the“hig}ﬂj&"v*

gifted Mueaulay bears testimony, who leaves it’ undecided?
whether England is' not'more indebted for. her greatness“ty]

Catholicism than'to Protestantism, and ‘thus frankly'speaks

concerning thic Papacy of ‘the Middle: Ages: 1
._ :u E\vcn;-theﬂspiritua-l supremacy arrogated by the Pope wag"
in’ the' darl ages, productive of far more good than evil,’ “Tg?
cofféct was to unite the nations: of ‘Western Europe iri'ono grggts'a

commonwealth, * What the Olympian chariot course, and the"

Lythian oracle were to all the Greek cities, from Trebizond to's

Maraeillos,” Rome and hor bishop ‘were to all'the Christians off‘;"

the Latin communion, from Calabrin to the ebrides, * Thus"
grewup sentiments of enlarged benevolence. Races separnted
from’ ¢nch-other by seas: and ‘mountains acknowledged o'f¥d
ternal tie, and a conmmion code of public law. Even in war'®
the cruckty of the congueror wag nok scldom mitigated I:»y“i;,“"2
reeollection that he and his vanquished enemies werd all mom:t
belir:ghof one-great fc;lcruti'on.” oot
o proper coryphei’of thé Papacy, such es Nicliolas: I
debrand,; and “Innoeent T11T., herclgbfg',c ‘regarded’as’ ]x::s:l,.ry
anything better than-incarnate devils, are now looked upon’ us™
heroes “and* benefactors of humanity: " Even Neander, who™
is yyell kriown' t0 have” nithrally s~ gieat antipathy to' ’e\*er'y“" ‘
thing” priestly' and’ hiérarehicsl, ‘nnd’ who* Zéalously endeavors ©
to'place™thic opposers!of ‘the'ruling Church ‘in the most advan:''
tageous light' possible;candidly expresses his profourd’ admii
ration for the-mordl“character end great merits of these popes
In*the “same manner' has'the' Jjudgmont concarning’ the “othor
prommnent phenomena of "the Middle A ges—+the’ crusades, the "
monastic orders and their founders, rcligious'art; :.who]n'sti,c-.fs]:tl"{E

{

¥* Noman Popes in'the Sixtd B P . ) Lo
socond edm‘m'pes in' the- Sixtdenth-and- Soventeenth Cénturies, 1 purt;p. 447
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andsmysticism—assumed o morg favorable form, in proporfion

gthey are brought from the.dust of. the past to light, and

understood in their organic connection with: the: nafure and.

wonts: of that period, It is impossible;.e. g.,to read with atten-

tion, Neander'’s Bernard, or Hasse's Ansclm, without being

fillad-with profound sdmiration for the epirit,virtuciand piety

;these men, although they move throughout in tle spirit and -
mould: of the: Catholic. Ghurch, and belong, os:is well:known,-

orher most distinguished teachers and saints. . -
- But this:altered. conception of the Middle Ages involves an-

enormous concession to Catholicism, and o fatal. blow against -
“a'bigoted ultra-Protestantism. . A . Church,:which-throughout
*_thiswhole transition period, from ancientte modern-times, gent.
out'such  host of self-denying missionaries to heathen nations, -
“who'enrried the Gospel to the Germans, Scandinavians, Anglo-

Saxons, Picts and Scets, and Sclavonians—n Church, which

“had-power to excito all Europe to o heroic conflict against the

fulse: prophet for the recovery:of the. holy scpulehre of the

ZRbdeemer—a - Church, whicl: contended .vigorously and.sue-
" cessfully agninst the despotism of worldly: potentates, slavory,
~barbarity, and n thousand other evils of society, which: gave™

wholesome : lnws : to- the states, raised the femalo gex fo its
prosont dignity, which interested:herself in behalf of . the poor

-~ and: suffering” of oll classes, which- established naylums  for-
misery; and. mstitutions. of bemovolence in.all places, which-
crected unto the Lord numberless churehes, chapels, and those -

Gothic cathedrals, which even yet command the admiration of
the-world, which gave the first impulse.to o gencral educetion

- of the- poople, which foundod and: sheltered almost all thoee
_ European universitics, which-even to this:day exert an-immea~
*‘surable influence—a Church which has: produced within her
bosom' such an- inealculable: number: of profound minds,.ele- -

vated charncters:and devoted ssints.:—such: u Clhurch.exnnot

possibly, in the nature of the case, be-the Antichrist and gyn«

- agogue: of Satan, notwithstanding:the: many anti-Christian. -
- glements which she mayhave included within her bosom, and.of: -
* which: no ‘age: andno denomination is: entirely free. . That:

extreme ropresentation; whiclthe: majority -of our popular’

religious papers continue to repeat-from weok: to- week, . cannot

for onc- moment maintain itsclf’against the: results. of later
Protestant historical rescarcly, nnd- must-therefore in due time -

disnppear from the consciousness:of: all'educated and-unpreju-
diced minds. : o Bl o



1858.] And the Churoh Question. 129

~.of the Nicone Christinnity. Could Ambrogius, Athannsiug,
.Cyprian, Irenwmus, Ignatius, Clemens and Polycarp suddenly
avise from their graves, and be transferred to Puritan Netw
England, they would scarcely there recognize the Clristiani

;of those venerable Martyra and Confessors, for which they
lived and suffored ; but, on the contrary, would much sooner
“discover, not only amongst the Universalists and Unitarians,
.but amongst the Baptists and Puritans themselves, distinet
trnces of & congeninlity of spirit with tho heretics and schis.
- matics of their own days. We state this, however, without any
disrespect whatever, but simply as the impression received
‘from an impartisl comparison of historical facts. The most
striking differonce between the Primitive Church and Protes.
.tantism, lics in the doctrine of the Rule of Fuith, of the
-Relation of the Scriptures to Tradition, of the Church, her
“Unity, her Catholicity, her Txclusiveness, and of the Snera-
-ments,  Tven of the material principle of Protestantism, the
-doctrine of Justification by Fnith alotie, in Luther's sense, the
TI'athers know nothing, not even Augustine;* and instend of
‘making this the article of the standing and falling Church,
- ‘they assign rather to the Christology, to the mystery of the
Incarnation and to the Holy Trinity, the central position in
- the Christinn system, and the confossion or denial of Christ’s
real humanity, is with them, according to 1 John, 4, the sure
criterion of orthedoxy or heterodoxy.f In all theso points of

128 . German Theology [Tanuary,

Moreover, not only the Middle Ages, but also the first aiz
centuries of the Christian Chureh, have been thqrough]y_m—ex-‘:.
amined, nnd documents have been brought to light, wwhich for
the'most part were unknown even by name, nt the time of the
Reformation, when historical study, and the publication of: !
ancient works had scarcely begun. Even Luther once calls!
Tertullian, whe lived as late ns the end of the second, n:ndw.
boginning of the third centuries, **the oldest teacher wlnch‘j
we have sinco the time of the Apostles,” (Works, ed. Wnlch j
XX, 1068), 50 that for him, the line of the Apostelical Futhers,
and the numerous Apologists of the second century did not -
exist, with the cxception of uncerinin- fragments which he :
could not but know from the legends of the martyr Ignatius, :
Polycorp and Clemens, “for whom,” a8 he once remm'ks‘, 6 g
bad ‘boy forged booke.” The Reformers were best acquainted -
with Augustine, and their revereénce and love for this pro- :
foundly pious a8 well as spirited end highly gifted futher, was. ! ‘
of immeasurable importance for their theological and moral
training and position, as otherwise the Reformation would’
most probably have sssumed o far more radical charncter. -
Through the indefatigable diligence and zealous inguiry of
modarn times, and through the impulse, which more especinlly -
Neander bas given to historical Monography, we havo st pres- ;-
ent, in the German language, thorough and complete works on.
Loo, Augustine, Chrysostom, Gregory of Nn.zm,nzcn,. Basil, -
Athanesius, Origen, Cyprien, Tertullian, Ireneus, Justin Mar-"-j )
tyr, and even back to the immedinte successors of the Apostles 3
80 that the Nicene and Ante-Nicene Christianity, with the!'
corresponding heresies of Arinnism, Gnosticism and Ebienism, -
&e., are as clearly presented to our view, or ot least as aecessible
as. the Christionity of the’ seventeenth century. If we now. -
read impartially tIZose valuable mpnogrn,phmﬁ,;, or.gimilar-and! ’
more : comprehensive- Works, suchias Rothe's Anfinge der.s
christlichen': Kirche,  Dorner's -Gesqhwhte ~der Ch}'lstoiogle, i
Mghler's Patrologie, &c., and if we, in connection with these, -
candidly study only some of the more important productions s
of patristic theology, such as Chrysostom on the Priesthood,
Augustine’s Confessions, Cyprian on the Unity of the Church, -
Tertullion on the Prescription of Heretics, Irensmus againgt the -
Gnostics, and the Epistles of Iagnatins, we must Inevitably.
receive the improssion that the Church of antiquity was in its
predominant spirit and tendeney, for more Catholic than Prot-
estant, and that the Middle Ages areonly a nntural continuation

* Neander, for ingtance, dlearly shows, thnt Augustine's eonception of Justi-
fication is not o forensic outward imputation, (hewever importnnt thig mny
be) but n renlly making just, and henge substantially the sams with panotifi-
ention. This by no means interfercs necesznrily with the doctrine of free
- “graeg, of which the snmo father is well known te hnve been one of the most
“zonlons defenders.  We may indeed say, that the substance of the Protestant
dootrine of justifioation by faith properly underatood is salvation by free
grace, and in this ganeral form it underlies no doubt the plety of nli nges nud

of all true Christians, . .

t We onnnot refrain from citing hera o romarinble confession of Dr. W J.
Tigrach, in his veluable work on the New Testoment Canon, {1845, p, 280 ) ns
it serves to illustrate, in n mest impartin]l manner, the impressien of thiy con-
irnat bobween Patristic and Protestant Theology, even in its most churchly
. and orthedox form :— ¢ What a strange impression de the Church Pathers, for
* | tho most part, mnke upon bim who, filed with s atrictly Protestnnt sonscious-
ness, betakes himself for tho first time to their study. Thus it happened
. with the puthor of these discussions. Nourished by the best devotienal works
of the older Protestnnt writers, and educated theotogically in the Dogmntics
and Exogesis of tho sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, e turned to the
Churoh Fathers. He remombers well how stranpge it appenred to him from
the beginning, in not being able to find here anything of those fruths
" which formed the well-springs of his entire roligious life; nothing of that

f
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cdge of this bruly Apostolic-Catliolic Chureh, which is neither identionl with
thie Greek ner the omnn Church—hut whiel differs still far more from Prot-
catantism—this it is which gradunlly emancipated him from nll polemienl and

dlenominntionnl fannticiam, and afferded him the happiness of o disposition ng -

-deoided-nod uneempromising sgrinst that which ig unehristian and anticbris.
. tinn, ns irenical and libern] towards that which is trne snd” Christian in the
.. manifold confessions of tho present..—Those who wish to convinee themselves

_that the views of the Fathers from Tgnatius down te Augustine on the natare - :

of the Church, which in some rospects is the most importent and comprehen-
. give point of differenon between Romanism and Protestantism, sre essontially
Catholic, snd that the article of the ereed, Oredo nnnm sanstam npogtolicnam
ceclesiam, with them, did not refer to an invisible nbstrnction, Lt Lo o visible
historical renlity, are respeotfully referred to the ihird boole in Dr, Rothe's

mnsterly work on the early Ghoveb, [The arficies of Dr. Novin on Borly Chrls- -

tinnity, und on Cyprian too, with which the renders of the Mercersburg He-
view are familiny, arequite to the point, and bring out & great many facts in
clear and strong light whieh nre worthy of the most serious attention, and
cannot be put neide by mere eategorieal protests or ungentlemanly inginuations,
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nterpreter of this Word?  Has not this Word already existed
in the Church before the sixtecnth century, and ag such been
highly honored, read, franscribed, translated and . commented
upon? “Whenee then have you the eanon, save divectly from

“the faithful collection and transmiseion of the Catholic Chureh ?

i Who furnishes you the proof of the genuinenessand integrity of
‘tha apostolicel writings, except the testimonies of the nneient
reoclesiastical authors? If olready the immediate disciples of

sthé Apostles, if Tgnatius, Clemens and Polyearp, if the fathers

ond martyrs of the second and third centuries, have radically

:misunderstoed the New Testument, what guaranty have “we
“then that yow, in the nineteenth century, understand it prop-

“orly throughout, wherever you may differ from them? Are
you then made of better stuil than the Confessors and Martyrs
























