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the more closely does she cling to it, and prove to those'wh
may. choose - to observe her struggle, that though her form
slénder, and her hand be small, she still hag o heroic hes
and a believing grasp ! : il |

- It may indeed grieve her to find herself the object of unkind

suspicions among those whose friendship she desires to meritand
enjoy. We do not think that she can be charged with' con
tempt for the confidence and good will of sister Churches
Butit is surely better, if it must be, to forego the present favb
of misjudping friends, than to forfeit her faith. ~Conscious’s
integrity, and convinced that she- is falsely ncoused, andin:

righteously suspected, she seems to think it best to bide*her
time, endure her present wrongs, and patiently aweit the wequit

ting vindicntion of the future. And we are fully confident;

that she will then find, in a retrospective view of the unappre-
ciated service she is mow, according to her humble means;

seeking to render the cause of genuine Protestantism, an abun?
dant recompense for all the reproaches now endured. iz

Reserving the consideration of the other points involvedin
this controversy for the next issuc of the Review, wo herewith
close for the present. ©J. H. A, B
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Arr. VL—GERMAN THEOLOGY AND THE CIIGRCI QUESTION.*

[ Translated frﬁm “ Schafl"s Kirchenfreund,” for September, 1862, ) 3o &

17 we compure the present theological literature of English |
and American Protestantism, with that of the modern Evan-

gelical school of Germany, wo meet with o remarkable differ-
ence .in - their -conception - of Catholicism. - Of this we have
already had - occasion - to-speak, more fully, in - our review of

Dr.-Ullmann’s * Reformers: before’ the - Reformation,” which .

regts .throughout :on' the assumption that Protestantism can

be properly understood and defended only as the legitimate -

and necessary product of mediseval Catholicism, and not as an
abrupt unhigtorical revolution. To unchurch the Catholic
Chureh, to cut her off entirely from the kingdom of Ged, and

¥ This cesuy is the conclusion of a series of nrticles on the most distiﬁ~
guishad cotemporary University-theologians of Qermany, which appeared in
the My, July, August rnd September numbers of the Kircheaflreund, for 1852,
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to.identify her with the kingdom “of Antichrist, as was almost
upnnimously done by the General Assembly of the Old School
Presbyterion Church, during its sessions at Cincinnati, 1845,
and - which that Church, notwithstanding the well-founded pro-
test: of her able and learned Professors ot Prineoton, has not

gt rescinded,) would, apon German ground, be absolutely
impossible. .- The Evangelical Theology of -Germany is indeed
also.thoroughly Protestant in principle and. spirit, and rests
upon that freedom of thought, and impartiality of investipa-
fion, which we properly owe to the Reformation. But this
very:freedom and impartiality of research has slso lead her to
concoive and judge of the Cutholic Church in o manner totally
different from the old Protcstant pelemics of the sixteenth and
seyenteenth centuries. This, however,-does by no means
" necessarily involve an approach towsrds Rome, but indicates
rather o new and advenced position of Protestantism itself,
-which we understand to be the progressive principle of modern

~ church history, whilst Romamzing tendencies are retrogade
- movemenis shd deadly hostile to .a proper conception of pro-

- gressive development, which underlies all living Geerman theol-
ﬁj{iy of the present day, especially its best. works ou church
- lstory.
- }Fhl:g;; of sll, the modern investigation of ecclesinstieal and
profane historians have entirely overthrown the earlier views
~eoncerning the Middle dges. It may now be received ns an
--eatablished fact, admitted by all learned judges, that the Ro-
“mon’ Catholic Church ns such, during that age, was, by no.
- means, the great Apostacy or kingdom of Antichrist, but the
- bearer of -frue Christianity, with its sacred eanon and saving
. ordinances, the mother of the Romanic and Germanic nations, |
~gnd of the whole modern European civilization, and notwith-
* ptanding her adherent corruption, carried within herself a vast -
amount of elevated piety and heroie virtue. . The Papacy itself
is regarded now, by the most distingnished modern church histo-
vinns, snd even by profane histerians, such as John von Miiller,
“Lieo, Ranke, and Macoulay, as on institutien absolutely indis-
- pensable for that time, and upon the whole Lighly beneficial, -
for the education of the Germanic nations, for the preservation .-
of the unity, end security of the freedom and independenee of
the. Church, over agninst the encroachments of the seculnr
power. As the law of Moses was a schoolmnster to Christ, so

. the'new Christizn legalism of ‘mediweval Catholicism prepared

the way for Evangelical Protestantism..  Whatever opinion
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we may hold,” says-'the Protestant historian’ Ran‘k"e,'* Lot g
cerning the- Popes‘of- former" times, they 'had ever Importing
iterestsin view“—the fostering of an ‘oppressed-religion; ths!
conténtion " with - Heathenism, the spread of Christif:ﬁifj‘
thronghont the Northern nations, and' the establishment! of zhi
independent hierarchical power;' it belongs- to the- digr‘iif‘jr‘"&fj
human nature to'will' and’to' nccomplish ' something  grént
these movements the Popes kept nlive, and gave them"ui‘hiéh‘a

direction.” To what extent similar conceptions have graduatly!
taken root, of late, in English Protestant liternture, notijit

standing’ the opposition of religions prejudices, the“hig}ﬂj&"v*

gifted Mueaulay bears testimony, who leaves it’ undecided?
whether England is' not'more indebted for. her greatness“ty]

Catholicism than'to Protestantism, and ‘thus frankly'speaks

concerning thic Papacy of ‘the Middle: Ages: 1
._ :u E\vcn;-theﬂspiritua-l supremacy arrogated by the Pope wag"
in’ the' darl ages, productive of far more good than evil,’ “Tg?
cofféct was to unite the nations: of ‘Western Europe iri'ono grggts'a

commonwealth, * What the Olympian chariot course, and the"

Lythian oracle were to all the Greek cities, from Trebizond to's

Maraeillos,” Rome and hor bishop ‘were to all'the Christians off‘;"

the Latin communion, from Calabrin to the ebrides, * Thus"
grewup sentiments of enlarged benevolence. Races separnted
from’ ¢nch-other by seas: and ‘mountains acknowledged o'f¥d
ternal tie, and a conmmion code of public law. Even in war'®
the cruckty of the congueror wag nok scldom mitigated I:»y“i;,“"2
reeollection that he and his vanquished enemies werd all mom:t
belir:ghof one-great fc;lcruti'on.” oot
o proper coryphei’of thé Papacy, such es Nicliolas: I
debrand,; and “Innoeent T11T., herclgbfg',c ‘regarded’as’ ]x::s:l,.ry
anything better than-incarnate devils, are now looked upon’ us™
heroes “and* benefactors of humanity: " Even Neander, who™
is yyell kriown' t0 have” nithrally s~ gieat antipathy to' ’e\*er'y“" ‘
thing” priestly' and’ hiérarehicsl, ‘nnd’ who* Zéalously endeavors ©
to'place™thic opposers!of ‘the'ruling Church ‘in the most advan:''
tageous light' possible;candidly expresses his profourd’ admii
ration for the-mordl“character end great merits of these popes
In*the “same manner' has'the' Jjudgmont concarning’ the “othor
prommnent phenomena of "the Middle A ges—+the’ crusades, the "
monastic orders and their founders, rcligious'art; :.who]n'sti,c-.fs]:tl"{E

{

¥* Noman Popes in'the Sixtd B P . ) Lo
socond edm‘m'pes in' the- Sixtdenth-and- Soventeenth Cénturies, 1 purt;p. 447

 History of England, ch. 1, '

858.] - And the Church Quesizon. 127

andsmysticism—assumed o morg favorable form, in proporfion

gthey are brought from the.dust of. the past to light, and

understood in their organic connection with: the: nafure and.

wonts: of that period, It is impossible;.e. g.,to read with atten-

tion, Neander'’s Bernard, or Hasse's Ansclm, without being

fillad-with profound sdmiration for the epirit,virtuciand piety

;these men, although they move throughout in tle spirit and -
mould: of the: Catholic. Ghurch, and belong, os:is well:known,-

orher most distinguished teachers and saints. . -
- But this:altered. conception of the Middle Ages involves an-

enormous concession to Catholicism, and o fatal. blow against -
“a'bigoted ultra-Protestantism. . A . Church,:which-throughout
*_thiswhole transition period, from ancientte modern-times, gent.
out'such  host of self-denying missionaries to heathen nations, -
“who'enrried the Gospel to the Germans, Scandinavians, Anglo-

Saxons, Picts and Scets, and Sclavonians—n Church, which

“had-power to excito all Europe to o heroic conflict against the

fulse: prophet for the recovery:of the. holy scpulehre of the

ZRbdeemer—a - Church, whicl: contended .vigorously and.sue-
" cessfully agninst the despotism of worldly: potentates, slavory,
~barbarity, and n thousand other evils of society, which: gave™

wholesome : lnws : to- the states, raised the femalo gex fo its
prosont dignity, which interested:herself in behalf of . the poor

-~ and: suffering” of oll classes, which- established naylums  for-
misery; and. mstitutions. of bemovolence in.all places, which-
crected unto the Lord numberless churehes, chapels, and those -

Gothic cathedrals, which even yet command the admiration of
the-world, which gave the first impulse.to o gencral educetion

- of the- poople, which foundod and: sheltered almost all thoee
_ European universitics, which-even to this:day exert an-immea~
*‘surable influence—a Church which has: produced within her
bosom' such an- inealculable: number: of profound minds,.ele- -

vated charncters:and devoted ssints.:—such: u Clhurch.exnnot

possibly, in the nature of the case, be-the Antichrist and gyn«

- agogue: of Satan, notwithstanding:the: many anti-Christian. -
- glements which she mayhave included within her bosom, and.of: -
* which: no ‘age: andno denomination is: entirely free. . That:

extreme ropresentation; whiclthe: majority -of our popular’

religious papers continue to repeat-from weok: to- week, . cannot

for onc- moment maintain itsclf’against the: results. of later
Protestant historical rescarcly, nnd- must-therefore in due time -

disnppear from the consciousness:of: all'educated and-unpreju-
diced minds. : o Bl o
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~.of the Nicone Christinnity. Could Ambrogius, Athannsiug,
.Cyprian, Irenwmus, Ignatius, Clemens and Polycarp suddenly
avise from their graves, and be transferred to Puritan Netw
England, they would scarcely there recognize the Clristiani

;of those venerable Martyra and Confessors, for which they
lived and suffored ; but, on the contrary, would much sooner
“discover, not only amongst the Universalists and Unitarians,
.but amongst the Baptists and Puritans themselves, distinet
trnces of & congeninlity of spirit with tho heretics and schis.
- matics of their own days. We state this, however, without any
disrespect whatever, but simply as the impression received
‘from an impartisl comparison of historical facts. The most
striking differonce between the Primitive Church and Protes.
.tantism, lics in the doctrine of the Rule of Fuith, of the
-Relation of the Scriptures to Tradition, of the Church, her
“Unity, her Catholicity, her Txclusiveness, and of the Snera-
-ments,  Tven of the material principle of Protestantism, the
-doctrine of Justification by Fnith alotie, in Luther's sense, the
TI'athers know nothing, not even Augustine;* and instend of
‘making this the article of the standing and falling Church,
- ‘they assign rather to the Christology, to the mystery of the
Incarnation and to the Holy Trinity, the central position in
- the Christinn system, and the confossion or denial of Christ’s
real humanity, is with them, according to 1 John, 4, the sure
criterion of orthedoxy or heterodoxy.f In all theso points of
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Moreover, not only the Middle Ages, but also the first aiz
centuries of the Christian Chureh, have been thqrough]y_m—ex-‘:.
amined, nnd documents have been brought to light, wwhich for
the'most part were unknown even by name, nt the time of the
Reformation, when historical study, and the publication of: !
ancient works had scarcely begun. Even Luther once calls!
Tertullian, whe lived as late ns the end of the second, n:ndw.
boginning of the third centuries, **the oldest teacher wlnch‘j
we have sinco the time of the Apostles,” (Works, ed. Wnlch j
XX, 1068), 50 that for him, the line of the Apostelical Futhers,
and the numerous Apologists of the second century did not -
exist, with the cxception of uncerinin- fragments which he :
could not but know from the legends of the martyr Ignatius, :
Polycorp and Clemens, “for whom,” a8 he once remm'ks‘, 6 g
bad ‘boy forged booke.” The Reformers were best acquainted -
with Augustine, and their revereénce and love for this pro- :
foundly pious a8 well as spirited end highly gifted futher, was. ! ‘
of immeasurable importance for their theological and moral
training and position, as otherwise the Reformation would’
most probably have sssumed o far more radical charncter. -
Through the indefatigable diligence and zealous inguiry of
modarn times, and through the impulse, which more especinlly -
Neander bas given to historical Monography, we havo st pres- ;-
ent, in the German language, thorough and complete works on.
Loo, Augustine, Chrysostom, Gregory of Nn.zm,nzcn,. Basil, -
Athanesius, Origen, Cyprien, Tertullian, Ireneus, Justin Mar-"-j )
tyr, and even back to the immedinte successors of the Apostles 3
80 that the Nicene and Ante-Nicene Christianity, with the!'
corresponding heresies of Arinnism, Gnosticism and Ebienism, -
&e., are as clearly presented to our view, or ot least as aecessible
as. the Christionity of the’ seventeenth century. If we now. -
read impartially tIZose valuable mpnogrn,phmﬁ,;, or.gimilar-and! ’
more : comprehensive- Works, suchias Rothe's Anfinge der.s
christlichen': Kirche,  Dorner's -Gesqhwhte ~der Ch}'lstoiogle, i
Mghler's Patrologie, &c., and if we, in connection with these, -
candidly study only some of the more important productions s
of patristic theology, such as Chrysostom on the Priesthood,
Augustine’s Confessions, Cyprian on the Unity of the Church, -
Tertullion on the Prescription of Heretics, Irensmus againgt the -
Gnostics, and the Epistles of Iagnatins, we must Inevitably.
receive the improssion that the Church of antiquity was in its
predominant spirit and tendeney, for more Catholic than Prot-
estant, and that the Middle Ages areonly a nntural continuation

* Neander, for ingtance, dlearly shows, thnt Augustine's eonception of Justi-
fication is not o forensic outward imputation, (hewever importnnt thig mny
be) but n renlly making just, and henge substantially the sams with panotifi-
ention. This by no means interfercs necesznrily with the doctrine of free
- “graeg, of which the snmo father is well known te hnve been one of the most
“zonlons defenders.  We may indeed say, that the substance of the Protestant
dootrine of justifioation by faith properly underatood is salvation by free
grace, and in this ganeral form it underlies no doubt the plety of nli nges nud

of all true Christians, . .

t We onnnot refrain from citing hera o romarinble confession of Dr. W J.
Tigrach, in his veluable work on the New Testoment Canon, {1845, p, 280 ) ns
it serves to illustrate, in n mest impartin]l manner, the impressien of thiy con-
irnat bobween Patristic and Protestant Theology, even in its most churchly
. and orthedox form :— ¢ What a strange impression de the Church Pathers, for
* | tho most part, mnke upon bim who, filed with s atrictly Protestnnt sonscious-
ness, betakes himself for tho first time to their study. Thus it happened
. with the puthor of these discussions. Nourished by the best devotienal works
of the older Protestnnt writers, and educated theotogically in the Dogmntics
and Exogesis of tho sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, e turned to the
Churoh Fathers. He remombers well how stranpge it appenred to him from
the beginning, in not being able to find here anything of those fruths
" which formed the well-springs of his entire roligious life; nothing of that

f
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doctrine, ag well as in the hierarchical constitution, the sacrifi

cial worship, and the sscetic conception of Christian virtue:
‘and .piety, we clearly discover, in the Church Tathers, from*
“Gregory and Leo up to Cyprinn, Irénseus and Ignatius, ot least :
the germs of that gystem, which afterwards completed itaclf'in
"the Roman Catholic Church. This is continually becoming:
acknowledged the more in proportion as rescarches are ex--

tended in this sphere, and their results produced in o popular

form. Without thisresemblance, it would be absolutely impos- |
sible to account for the fuct, that the Roman Catholic Church -

[Trotestant] way, whieh the siuner must tread in order to abtnin pescs, snd -
. beeomea agsured of divine geace; nething of the mevit of Christ ns tho. only -
ground of pardon [ 1], nothing of nn uncensing repentince, and continunlly -
freah drowings from the fountein of free grace, and sothing of that lofly

assurance of & justified Christinn. Instead of this, he found that pllatress

. waa lnid.upon the Incarnation of the Divine Logos, upon o cerrect knowledgo
of this sublime olbjest of worship, upen the ohjective mystery of the Trinity -

and Incarnntion, upon the connegtion of creation, redemption and the future

rostorntion of the orenturein the glorifiention even of the human aorporenlity,

upan the freedom of mon, and uvpen tho renlity of the divine workings of
praco in the Sseraments. Yet it wna not too much for him to live himeelf
juto this whole method of thought, nad, witheut giving up nnything that, iy

true and innlienable in the Protesinng, especially the Luthoran Protestant con-

soiousness, to conquer its onesidedness by means of a living np'proprintinn of
the theslogy of the Futhers, He soon learned that the Christinn Church,

over agningt the errors of the present, the Panthoism nnd Patnlism, tho

Spirvitunlism, and misappreliension of the significanoe of corporeality, stood
in needd of o decided re-nssumption of the truths preserved in the Patristie
Theology, nud of an nssimilntion of her colire existence to the peguliar char-
ncter of the nucient Church, ot lenst internnlly, sinca the Roformation af
externnl gircumstnnces lies not within the rench of humnan power., The Primi-
- tive Chyistinn Church oppeared to him more and more in her full zplondor
and exnlted beauty, of which only fragmentary lineaments are ie be Toceg-
nized in the churches, confossions nnd sccts of the present. DBub the Inowl-
cdge of this bruly Apostolic-Catliolic Chureh, which is neither identionl with
thie Greek ner the omnn Church—hut whiel differs still far more from Prot-
catantism—this it is which gradunlly emancipated him from nll polemienl and

dlenominntionnl fannticiam, and afferded him the happiness of o disposition ng -

-deoided-nod uneempromising sgrinst that which ig unehristian and anticbris.
. tinn, ns irenical and libern] towards that which is trne snd” Christian in the
.. manifold confessions of tho present..—Those who wish to convinee themselves

. that the views of the Fathers from Ignatiug down to Augustine on the nature

of the Church, which in some rospects is the most importent and comprehen-
. give point of differenon between Romanism and Protestantism, sre essontially
Catholic, snd that the article of the ereed, Oredo nnnm sanstam npogtolicnam
ceclesiam, with them, did not refer to an invisible nbstrnction, Lt Lo o visible
historical renlity, are respeotfully referred to the ihird boole in Dr, Rothe's

mnsterly work on the early Ghoveb, [The arficies of Dr. Novin on Borly Chrls- -

tinnity, und on Cyprian too, with which the renders of the Mercersburg He-
view are familiny, arequite to the point, and bring out & great many facts in
clear and strong light whieh nre worthy of the most serious attention, and
cannot be put neide by mere eategorieal protests or ungentlemanly inginuations,

7 aﬁﬁnfj}
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has-cononized the most distinguished and pious of the fathers
and ‘cherishes their memory with filial veneration and gratitude
ta this day. It is only through want of knowledge, ora singular
delnsion, thet any section of - Protestantism could ever imagine
itzelf to be o simplorestoration of the Nicene or ante-Nicene age.
sIf however we concede this much, from ‘a mere historical
standpoint, it is easy io see What on enormous infiuence
such: an admission must have upon “the final solution of the
Clurch (Question. For whoever degpises the judgment of
History, robs himgelf at the same time of ‘all foundation and
bugis. If the fificen centurics prior to the Reformation ave
deserving of ne confidence, neither are the last threo centuries
entitlad to any vespect. “If any one neglect fo hear the voice
of: the Church,"” salth our Lord, “let him be unte thee as a
heothen man and a publican.” (Matt. 18: 17). In proportion
.98, we undermine and rejeet the testimony of Church History,
sin-thuological and religious questions, do we also open the door
to skopticiam’ and nihilism. Ievein precisely lies the great
ocolosiasticnl and religious importance of modern church-his-

- toridal research, evenif this should not yet be duly acknowl-

edged by meny Gorman theologians, The time will and must

“;come, whon the precticul conclusions will be drawn from the
“stheory- '

~But some will at once ask, OF what concern is the testimony
of history to me, if I have the Word of God in my favor,
‘which is, after all, the only corétain Rule of Faith and Lifo;
whilst the greatost schoolmen and-Church Fathers, according
+to their own confession, were themselves sinfol men,; and liable
-toerr? Very true! Bat who has made you an infallible
nterpreter of this Word?  Has not this Word already existed
in the Church before the sixtecnth century, and ag such been
highly honored, read, franscribed, translated and . commented
upon? “Whenee then have you the eanon, save divectly from

“the faithful collection and transmiseion of the Catholic Chureh ?

i Who furnishes you the proof of the genuinenessand integrity of
:tha apostelicnl writings, except the testimonies of the mnclent
reoclesiastical authors? If olready the immediate disciples of
+the Apostles, if Tgnatius, Clemens and Polyenrp, if the fathers
ond martyrs of the second and third centuries, have radically

:misunderstoed the New Testument, what guaranty have “we
“then that yow, in the nineteenth century, understand it prop-

“orly throughout, wherever you may differ from them? Are
you then made of better stuil than the Confessors and Martyrs



182 © German Theology [Tanus
‘of 'the blooming period of the Church? Have you donean
'suffered more for Christ? You sny : The clear letter of-Pa
‘and John condemns the Catholic Church as Antichrist, -ng'tl
“Man of Sin, tho Béast from the abyss, as the Babylon'destined
to be destroyed. But whente do you know that this intérprd
tation is corvect? Since you totally rejeet the infallibility

.the Pope, and perhups also of the Church in general, you'wil
‘cortainly not bo so inconsistent, end ridieulously presumptuous
‘28 to claim it for yourself or any other Protestant inteiproter
‘Moreover, such an application of the passages in question’w
“wholly unheard of until within the later period of the Middl
- Ages, when it was invented by certein fanatical seets, to7sui
their polemical ends.  The Church ¥athers, without exception
‘even Iremeus, who through Polyearp stood in elose relationtto

“the Apostle John himaelf, have referred them to Ginosticiem nnfl -
o the World-Empire of Zeathen Rome. At all events, the Re-',
“formers could not hoye used consistently the Rovelation of John
“for any polemicol purpose, since Luthor and Zwingli denied:its”
Apostolical origin, and Calvin, with all his masterly gkill'dsn
commentator, wisely suffered it to remain unexplained. - Later:
“Protestont interpreters, such as Hoummond and Grotius,‘and -
“all modern expounders of Scripture, (quite lately the orthedox
Hengstenberg, in his Commentary on the Apocalypse,:and:
“even the Puritan Stuart,) have, almost without exception,”
rejected the Anti-Roman interpretation, as entirely untenable, -
and again retwrned to the explanation of the Church Fathers*
However this may be, there are, at all events, many more:’
clear and distinet passages in Seripture, which, aceording to:
‘the unenimous explanation of Catholic and Protestant com.’
moentators, promise to the Church of Christ an ndestructille -

_eontinuation and an uninterrupled presence of her divine
' Head, even to the end of the world. OF this there cannot he
‘the lonst doubt, and therefore must we ahove all, build :our
~theory 'of Chureh History upon “such declarations, and not
“upon.n very doubtful interpretation of the darkest passapes

“in the most mysterious book of the Bible—which, not without:
“renson, stands last in our canon. But if it should appearus’
' the result of thomodern thorough and fmpartinl investigations -

¥ We must remnrk, however, that the exelusive reforence of the 18th nnd
:17th chapters of the Apocnlypse docs not pepm to do justice to the inspired
vision of Jobn, which secems te include several successive world-powers op-
posed to tho kingdom of Christ. Still lesa onn we adopt Hengstenberg's view
of the Millenium. o
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he greatost Protestant Iistorians, that the Christian
{hwrch, before the Reformation, even back to the days of the
postolic Fathers, was not in her predominant spirit and
aracter Protestant, but cssentially Catholie, in most of those
poinis where the two systems are at war with each other, and

thot the protesting sects, from the Ebionites and Guostics,
down to the Cathari and Albigenses present o confused mix-

1of  contradictory. opinions, and as such cannot possibly
wastitute the uninterrupted continuation of the Life of Christ
snd, evangelical truth: it nocessorily follows. that such a
fense of Protestantism, which rests upon an entire rejection
" Oatholieism,—as a system of fulsehood,—be it Baptistic,
Puritenic, Preshyterian or Anglican—stands in direct contra~
gtion to the testimony of history and those unequivecal
seyings of Christ and his Apostles, and must therefore be
abandoned.
- Thisis the deciding point, to which the controversy botween
Protestantism and Cntholicism, which has lately arisen with
renewed zenl and cnergy in Germany, England and the United
States, is forced, and should some German theologians, who
have aided in bringing about this issue, in their predeminantly
theoretical tendency mnd scientific self-complacency, concern
themselves little about the practical consequences, there are
many divines in practical England and America, who will draw
the final conclusions. Examples might readily be pointed out,
whiclt in reality confirm this. It is o remarkable and interest-
ing fact, that German evangelical theology, becomes far more
practical and serious in its consequences, upon English ground,
than in Germany itself. For the Englishman seldom contents
himself with naled theories and speculations, but endeavors
directly to bring them into practical life, fo organize them
externally and realize them in some concrete form.  This can
easily De soen in Methodism, compared with the congenial, but
unorganized Pietism. Puseyism exhibits the same tendency,
though in an opposite dircetion; for in if, the iden of the
Church has long since emergoed from the sphero of theological
reseavch, and has become a Bolemn practical life-question,

-which has already driven a considernble number of the Clergy

end Laity, from the Protestant into the Roman camp. Neither

- -would it grently surprise us, should welive tosee also in America,
‘o larger sccession of ecducated men towards Rome, arising

partly at least from an eurnest but one-sided study of Church

“history. Tor hore such a step could be more easily accounted
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for, than in’ Germany, o8 a necessary reaction ngainst extreme -
forms of anti-eatholic theology. To do this, we need only con-
sider that the Protestant Press of Ameriea, with few honorable ex:-
¢eptions, from the city papers, with their ten and twenty thou-
sond - subscribers, down to the most obscure country - sheets, °
rests upon this totally anti-scriptural end anti-historicsl the:.
ory; that it contends against the Roman Church with weapons™ -

of the blindest fanaticism, and-thet it suffers itself to- maks

use of sueh rude and uncheriteble misrepresentations, which'

we_ should be obliged to stigmatize diroctly s barefaced lies;
could they not be accounted for, on the ground of ignerance’
and prejudice, and did not the otherwise religious charactor of
theso Intelligencers and non-Intelligencers, compel us to adopt

the latter expedient. He who has ever thoroughly and impar- -

tinlly studied the history of the Church before the Reforma-
tion and the classical productions of Roman Divines, such’ as'

Bellormine,' Bossuet, Mohler, Wiseman, Ballmes and Newman;: |
fist- possess” o more than ordinary smount of patienee and '

stoical tranquility of mind, if he can beheld those caricdtures
which” are circulated from week to week, without being filled
with indignation agninst the conscinus or unconscious calum-
nintory, nnd with an increasing sympathy for the slandered
party. Add to this, the growing confusion in Protestantism,
which nobwithstanding its great adventages in many other
respects Js, precisely m this country, more than in any other,
split into numberless denominations and secks, without any
Iiuman prospoct for a consolidation or union, and prosents o
confused mixture of private opinions and subjective, ever
changing notions, which threaten finally to wash away all the
solid ground of real supernatural faith and fixed doctrine from
under our feet, unless important conscrvative powers should
stay the wild stream. The most trifling cause is considered
sufiicient fo mangle ihe Body of Clrist, and to transgress the
Apostle’s command : ‘¢ Forbearing one another in love; endea-
voring to keop tho unity of the spirit in the bond of peace.”
And along with this, there is such an nbuse made of the Word
of God, that it must furnish proof texts for the wildest dreams,
as if it were a nose of wax and a book of all sorts of contra-
dictions. If then we have any idea of the Church, its inherent
unity and eatholicity, of Iaw and authority, and regard Chris-
tinnity as a supernatural power, to which we must humbly
submit, ingtend of fashioning it according to n rationalistic
common sense, and the conecptions of modern times, until i

. - 1858.] And the Chureh Questiou. 135

“’ia; finally sunk to the sphere of Nature, and becomes the pro-
. duet of our reason and imagination ; we must heve nn unusually
© strong confidence in History, and continually look to tho prst,
* and with hope to the future, s0 as not to becomo disheartened

sometimes hy the present Babel of Protestant sects.  Without
guch a confidence in God—who, as a Portuguese proverb says,

- writes also on a crooked line, and can eall o heputiful ereation
. out of chaos; without the virtue of patient expectation and

hope, there is a strong inducement for serious minds, which
have become fully conscious of the weight and difficulties of

~ this subjeet, to cast themselves into the arms of Roman uni-

formity, if only for the purposc of escaping this eternal
fluctuation, and experimenting to anequire a firm foundation
and bosig, and to enjoy as they hope at least, the  feeling of
comfortable rest nnd security. ‘
.. If thercfore Protestantism is to be defended, without - sur-
rendering the thoroughly seriptural iden of an indestructible

Church, and an uninterrupted indwelling presence of Clurist, -

and without doing violence to the clear testimony of History,

prior to the Reformation, it can only be done by conceding, ot
the same time, o relative title to Catholicism, and allowing it

. to have been the chief, if not the only bearer of Christianity,

down to the sixteenth century, and that it even yet constitutes
u vital member of the Body of Christ. Dr. Rothe says in his
lenrned and not sufficiently appreciated work, entitled Die
Anfinge der christlichen IGrehe, (Prefoce, p.ix.): © There
can be no more powerful apology for Protestantism, than the
acknowledgment, you even tho positive affirmation of the fact,
that in the pest, Catholicism, sccording to its substanece, has
bad full historical remlity and necessity, deep inward truth,
and high moral excollence and power.”  So we sayalse: The
noblest and most cfficient way of defending Protestantism, is
not to run down and abuse, but rather to glovify and defend
Catholicism, as the bearer of medimval Christianity, and as a
necessary preparation for Protestantism itself, without which
the latter could as little have made ity nppearance, as Chris-
tianity without Judeizm, or as liberty. without the school of
authority and obedience. In the same way we may say, that
the honor of the New Testoment iz not diminished, but
inereased rather and properly puarded, by giving the Old
Testament all due credit and importance as a preparatory

dispensation of the gospel.

But even this alone I8 not sullicient. For a Church, which,
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in spite of the tremendous shock experienced in the sixteenth

century, depriving her of the most vigerous nations, has yet~

power to revive herself, and replace, at least to a great extent,
the: lost territory by means of important -eonquests in the
heathen world ; which has since been able to reproduce in the
spiiere of theeclogy, n Bellarmine, n Baronio, a Petenn, o
Bossuet, a Mohlor,—in tho sphere of missions and Christian
Life, o Xavior, n. Borromeo, a Filippo of Nori, 2 Vincens of

Paula, o Paschal, o Fenelon, o Sailer; which in Inter times hog

nttracted falented men so differently constituted, such as
Haller, Stolborg, Novalis, Schlegel, Hurter, Florencourt, New-
man, Manning, Wilborforce and Brownson; which subscquent
to the Revolutionary storm of 1848, has elevated herself with
renewed encrgy, extended ler arms towards the North and
West, into the vory leart of Protestent civilization, and the
bulwark of Protestant power, and wherever she goes, throws
the Government, Clergy- and Laity into a feverish agitation,
and sets o thousand tongues nnd pens in motion against her :*—
such a Church cannot have her significance in the past alone,
but must possess even yet an important life-power, a relative
necessity for the present, nnd a significans imission for the
future. This is, of course, ut once to confess that Protestant-
ism does not describe the entire circumference of the Church,
even sinee the time of the Reformation,—although it is cvi-
dently tho chief bearer of modern civilization,—but that it is
in its own nature, oncsided, that it suffers from imperfections,
as well ns its adversary, although of an opposite character,
that it, on this account, ngain stands in need of o Reformation,
that it has, in Catholicism its nccessary complement, and that
it can never complete itsclf without it,  The signs of the times

* There is only'too muck truih in the following remarlka of the distinguished
Anglicnn coavert, Dr, Newman, in the prefuce to hiz loctures te Anglicnns :
*¢ Thare is nn inetinotive fecling of suriosity, interest, nnxiety, nnd awe, min-
gled together in'vavious proportions, nceording to the tempers and opinions
of individuals, when the Cnthalia Chureh malkes her appearance in any neigh-
borhood, righ or poor, in the porsen of her missionary or her religiong com-
munitied, ' Do whit thoy will, denonnee her #s they mny, her encmies eannot
quench - this emotion in the brenats of others, or in their own. It s their
involuntary homnge te the Notes of tho Churoly; itis their spontancous recog-
mnition of her royal descent and her imperial elaini: it is o epecifie {eeling,
which no ofher religion tends to excite.  Judaism, Mahometnnism, Anglican-
ism, Methodism, ol roligions nnit young, romamtic and commen-place, have
not the spell.  The presence of the Chitrch erentes o discomposure ond rest-
lossness, or n thrill of exultntion, whorever she comes, Meetings are holl,
donuncialions launched, cnlumnies spread nbrond, end heosrts bent searetly
the while,”
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also, point clearly enough to this issue. Protestantism 8 just
at this time undergoing a thorough examination and sifting in
Germany, England and North America, and it is to be hoped
that the sermon of repentance, which is thus delivered unto
it, may not be overheard, but that it may reap similar benéfits
from the progress of its old hereditery enemy, whilst the
Roman Church has evidently gained to a_great extent, in
activity and zeal, by meoans of the reacting and avousing -
influence of Protestantism. For wherever they have come
into contact, it can casily be seen, that Romanism is in a far
moro living and hopeful condition, than where it sways: the
sceptre of undisturbed dominion, e. g., in the spiritually dead
Mexico, Brazil, Portugal and Croatia.

This liberal position towards Romo is, at all events, more
generous, far more consistent with the spirit of Christian
charity, and much better calculated to gain over the t}dversa-ry,
than that horsh and repulsive fanaticism, which hesitates nob
even to malke common couse with Rationnlists, T'antheists,
Atheists, Socialists and impure Revolutionary spirits of every
possible character, over against Catholicism, us is too frequently
the case with many of our religious sheets. Only think of the
many Protestant patrons, such miserable apostates and unprin-
cipled slandercrs as Marin Monk, Ronge, Leahy, (who lately
turned out a murderer ) Achilli, ete., have found in our midst !
¢ What communion hath Clirist with Belial, or light with dark-
ness ' But the main point here is, that this mild and moder-
ate polemic is more in keeping with truth, the Word of God,
and tho testimony of History, than the other, which rests
purely on historical suppositions, caricatures and perversions.

But now it may be asked, Iow can one remain a Protestant
any longer, with a good conscicnee, if he malkes such significant
concessions to the Catholic Church, regarding her as the only
trize Chureh down to the Reformation, and attributing to her
even to this day such an important position and mission? Is
not that which was once the true Church, always ihe frue
Church ? How can Christinnity be first Catholic, then Pro-
tostunt, without contradicting itself? OFf course, from the
standpoint of o mechanical conception of Christianity and
History, this dificulty is not casily solved. Just as soon as
we conceive of ecclesiastical Clristianity as o systom, pre--
concluded from the start, and completed in its outward form,
for all time, so soon must we consistently become cither Roman
Catholic or Ultra-Protestant. There is no middle ground.
But far otherwise is it from the standpoint of Aistorieal devel-
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opmeiit, which ‘underlies . all the more important German his-
torical: works of modern times, although the thing itself is as

old .as-higtory, and has a firm foundation in the Bible. The.

only :merit which German theology can claim in this respect
is, that it bos brought out the iden in a scientific form and
applied it to the treatment of history. This conception, it
seems to us, affords the only tennble foundation upen which to
justify the Reformation and Protestantism, without doing
violence to preceding history, and destroying the nature of an
uninterrupted Church. Ience its vast practical importance
for the solution of the Church question. We speak here, of
course, only of the theological and scieniific defense of Protes-
tantism: Ior the plain practical Christian is not and ought
not to be troubled with these historical difficulties ; he bases his

faith in Protestantism very properly on the Word of God, as.

he uqderstun dg it, on his own roligious experience, and on the
practical fruits of the system which he finds o compare very
fovorably on' the whole with those of the oppesite system.
But the theologian must battle with the solemn problem of the
Church question, as it stares him in the faee from the pagoes of
history. To him, it cannot possibly be indifferent what Chris-
tianity hns been in the different ages of the vworld, and what
relation his own view of it sustains to the great and good men
of bygone days who have suffered all for Chvist.
'Duvci_opm_ent is properly identical with history itsclf; for
history is life, nnd all life involves growth, evolution and
progress. Our hodily existence, all our mental faculties, the
Christian life, and the sanctification of every individual, con-
stitute such a process of dovolopment from the lower to the
higher. “Why should not the same law held, when applied to
the whele, the communion which is made up of individuals ?
._Auy reasonable person will allow a progress in trade, business,
in politics, arts, seience and civilization ; why not alse in the
Church ? ~‘Why should she alone, which is o communion of indi-
vidual believers, and something historical, yea the greatest fuct
ur_ld phenon_]enon of history, be made an exception to the lnws
of all organic life and development? The Now Testament itself
distincily applies thislaw to the Church.  For Cluist compates
his kingdom to 2 mustard sced which groweth into a mighty tree
and to a leaven which gradually leavencth the whele lump, and

the Apostles, espeeinlly St. Paul, speak continunlly of the.

growth of the body of Christ as well s of individual belicvers.
Even Roman Catholic Divines, such as Mohler and Newman,
must resort to tho idea of development in some form—syhether
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this naturally follows from the Roman standpeini of stability
or not, i3 anothor cuestion *—in order to understand and
explain the history of their ewn Church.. DMuch lesz con'a
Protestant historian advance o eingle step, and justify the
Reformation, without tho terchlight of this-iden. It is mow
determined, as before remarked, that Protestantism in those
doctrines differing from Catholicism, is not the Christianity of
the Schoolmen and Mystics, not the Christianity of the Church
Tathers of the Nicene age, not the Christianity of the Apolo-
gists, of the Apostolic Tathers, of the Murtyrs and Confessors
of the sccond and third centuries, but that all these are sub-
stantially more closely related to the Catholic standpoint,
elthough this itself had only gradually developed and periecied
itself. This is placed beyond doubt alrendy, by the character
of tho Greck Church, which remains stationary at the peing
of tho Ancient Church, and is evidently for more Catholic
than Protestant. The doctrine of the Trinity, of the Divinity
of Christ, of the Relntion of the twe Notures in Clrist, of the
Atonement, in short all the articles: of the -Apostolic and
Micene creods, are here not brought into view; for these. nve
not specifieally and exelusively Protestant, but in their origin
and substance Catholie, and manifestly inherited from an
earlier Catholicism, fully a5 much so us the canon of Serip-
ture and the doctrine of Inspiration. They constitute the
primitive foundation common to all orthodox Churches, in
‘opposition to all herctical sects. If then the Reformation is
not o work of Satan, but a divine fact, which we for good rea-
song beliove, it must be viewed and defended a3 2 new phase
in the progressive devclapment of Protestantism, as an advance
on tho carlicr periods of the histery-of the Church.

This is then the last but safe ancher for a Protestant divine
of the German historical schoel. To this position has, for
example, Dr. Nevin been forced, who is thoroughly aeguainted
with all tho forms of Knglish and German Protestantism.
The Puritan, Presbytevinn and Anglican historieal hypothoscs,
have proved wholly untenable to him, and in his lato articles

¥ Brownszon, in severn! arlivies of his Revicw, violontly opposes Nowmnn's
theory of development ns subversive te Catholicism snd Christinnity, and pre-
dicts thnt n new and dangerous heresy will spring out of this view of the
Anglican convorts, nnless it bo speedily condemnped by tho nuthorities of the
Romnn Church. Wou beliave that Browneon iy very unjust to Newman, per-
sonnlly and perhaps unconsciously influenced by jenlousy apninst his most
distinguiehed fellow-convert; ut the same timo, however, wo sgree with him,
thnt the iden of development is not cengenial to the genuine spirit of Roman-
ism, but essentinily of DIrotestant growth. v
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on *Barly Christianity " and ¢ Cyprian,” in the Mercersburg
Review, lie has produced arguments against them, which none
of his many dissatisfied opponents have attempted to refute,
and which indeed, in a historieal view, so for as the main facts
are concerned, can searcely ever be refuted.® Consequently
there remains for him nothing except the German theory of
Development, which, in the mean time, is held in reproach by
almost all English theologians. As long as he adheres to this
theory, an exodus to Rome will be impossible, as it would be a
retrogression, and consequently a nullification of the funda-
mental law of historieal development., Tor this, in the nature
of the cnse, implies progress, an ndvance from the lower to the
higher, and this must hold good when applied to the Church,
although in the individual parts of nll the divisions of the
Church, retrogressive movements and temporsry stagnation
may OCCur. fg=a R s : :

° For tho purpose, however, of justifying Protestantism satis

factorily, on the pround of the development theaory, two im-
portant points must be scttled. First, it must be proved that
it-was not a radieal rupture with the religious life of the emly,
1.0, the Cutholic Church, but that it has, fn common with Ler
a primitive C'lristian and a primitive C'hurel basis, which we,
in our opposiiion, should never lose sight of. Ior, in the
course of her development, the Church must yot continunlly
vemain identical in her nature, and dare not advance beyond
hersolf, without falling into heresy, and thus make the promise
of Christ to her of none effect. Thus man from childhood to
old nge still remains man, and each successive step is but a
higher evolution of the iden contained already in the infant.
Hence it is of immense importance, that the Reformers with-

* 1t is n fact by no means ereditnble to our Americnu theology, that the
many and anencst writings of this distinguished divine on tho Cliurch ques-
tion, in ite yarious napeots, have been met almest on every side with misvep-
resentation, slander and sbuse, instead of earnest, solid nrgument. The only
roapectablo articles, whicl have thus far appeaved ngninst Dr. Nevin, are Dr.
Hotgd's review of the ' Mystienl Presence,” nnd two articles of Dr. Proudfit
in the Princeton Reviow, nnd even the Intter ones are by no menns freo from
misropregentution, ond eseupe the renl points atissue,  Wa hapo for the honor
of Puritanism, Presbyterinnism nnd Anglicanism, that they will be alie and
willing to defend themselves in u truly scholarly and gentlemnnly way against
the powerful attacks mnde upon them from that quarter, which, however,
in our estimation, conld only be done by asamming o much more historienl
and ot the smne time far less bigoted and exclnsivo position than they have
occupied herstefore.  Unhistorical nnd unchnyehly Protestantism, we nppre-
hend, eannob stomd uliimately ngainst the powerful strides of Romanism,
which has now fairly entered into the very heart of Anglo-American DProtes-
tantianr, with renewed ouergy unid the boldest hopes of final success,
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out exception retained the Catholic Cunon of Seripture, the
ancient cecumenical symbols, and especially the Apostle's
Creed, and incorporated them in.their own confessions, and
that they stood in direct opposition to tho ultra Protestnnt
geeta of their times, Certain portions of modern Protestant- -
ism manifest, indeed, o fearful tondency in their bitter hostility
azainat Rome, to separate themselves from this fundamoental
bagis, and in like propoertion sink into the character of hercsies
and sects.  DBut tho main branches of Protestantism will, by
no menns, surrcnder this Apostolic symbol, which conneccts
them with the Ancient Church, and never cease to claim an
interest in the Christianity befora the Reformation, especially
in the Poiristic literaturc. Indeed there nre evidently mani-
fold etrivings to recover numerous freaswves, which have boen
cast overboard, and particnlarly to reconstruct, enlarge and
conform their worship to the Church principle.

Mhen again it must bo proved that Protestantism hns its
foundation substantially in Apostolical Christianity. For the

‘New Testament, the Word of Clrist and his inspired organs,

is, after nll, the-final resort in oll :religious - questions, and

whatever has no eonnecting point with it ecannot be sustained

in'the end. The gorms of all legitimate stages of progress
‘must already appear in the Apostolic Chureh, whilst a devel

-opment beyond Christ himeelf and hizs Apostles, in the sense

of . Rationalists and Free-thinkers of all classes, must natu-

rally assume the character of o degeneration, and a relapse
into Heathenism or Judaism. With auch development we, of
‘course, have not the least sympathy whatever, but abhor it as

ossentinlly antichristian. DBub the Reformers, we all know,

. without exception placed themselves on the Bible as the only

infollible rule of Clristian faith and practice. Now it would
indoed be an inextricable historical riddle, if the elose associa-
tion which Protestantism hus from the start formed with the
Bible, and if the zeal with which it continually devotes itself
to it tronslation, interpretation and promulgation throughout
the world, should rest finally upon a mere delusion. It is,
indeed, manifestly impossible for the Bible to contain all that
the various denominations and sects imagine to find in it—but
whicl, in truth, they forco into it, by means of their private
interpretation—or it would contradiet iteelf, and cease to be
the truth any longer. It cnnnot possibly contain at once the
contrury doctrines of Episcopalianism, Lutheranism, Calvin-
ism, Zuinglianism, Presbyterianism, Congregationalism, Metho-
dism, the Baptists and Quakers, (if by special indulgence, we
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should atill number tho last two with orthodox Protestantism);
it: cannot, at the-same time, tench and condemn the doctrine
of Predestination, or both afirm and deny tho real presence of
. Christ in the Bucharist; it cannot ot onc timoe declare Bap-
tismal Regeneration, and yeot degrade the Sacrament to the
level of an empty sign ; it cannot enjoin the baptism of Infants,
and yet reject it a8 unchrisiian ; it cannot establish three orders
in the Ministry, and then ngain, but one, or teach no peeuliar
spivitusl office at all, but only n universal Pricsthood, and favor
whateyer other points of difference there may be in Doctrine,
Constitution and Cultus, partly essential, partly non-essential,
concerning which Protestunts have quarreled already for three
hundred years, with equally zealous appeul to the Tible, with-
out advancing n single step towards cach other.  Still justice
requirves us to allow, that they agreo, we will not say in all—as
this would ovidently be saying too much—but in most of the
fundamental articles of the Grospel; for if it were otherwise,
we would, according to the incontrovertiblo maxim, ¢ out of
the Churcl, no salvation,” be compelled to deny the possibility
of salvation in one or the other of these communions, to which
extent, even tho oxtreme Puseyites, and Old-Tiutherans will
not venture.

Some such relation then must evidently cxist between the
Bible and orthodex Protestantism in order to explain intelli-
gently their clogo connection for three hundred years. In this
dilemma, German Theology agnin comes to our relief and
transfers us, to whatappears to us, the only correct point of view.

Modern exegetical investigations, in which sphere, ns is woll
Jtnown, it hus displayed an extraordinary activity, place it

‘boyond all doubt for us at least, that we must distinguish three = -

-stages of development and types of doctrine in the apostolic
Church, which of ecourseyin no way, contradict or exclude each
other, as the school of Dr. Baur in Tiibingen, after the prece-
denca of tho ancient Gnostics, maintains, but mutually complete
each rother, to wit :—Jewish Christianity, represented by the

- Apostles, Poterr and-Jomes, Gongile Christianity, represented
by the Gentile Apostle Paul and his co-laborers, and the higher
union of both by John, the beloved disciple, who, surviving all

his colleagucs, exhibits the third and last period and comple-
tion of the Apostolic Chureh, and looks forward, at the same
time, 'ns the Prophet of the new covenant, through the most
distant future, to tho new heavens and the new earth, wherein
dwelleth rightcousness and peace for evermore. If this view
be correct—and we find it moro and more confirmed the longer
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we study the New Testament in its proper connection—we

‘have a polar star to guide us through the entive labyrinth of

Clureh History, in her manifold phases and stages of develop-
ment. According to this view then, the history of tho Catholic
Churcly, which stays herself on Peter as her rock,* and derives
her doctrine on jusiification, faith and good works chiefly from
the first two Gospels and from the Epstle of James, corres-
ponds to Apostolic Jowish Christinnity, and with it lnys stross
principally on authority, laav and the closest pessible connection
with the theocracy of the Old Testument. Protestantism, which

“originally proceeded from o renewed study of the Iipistles of

Paul, i o onesided enforeing of the pavkino-Gentile Christianity

“with its spirit of ovengelienl freedom and independence, over

ageinst tho Jewish Christion cxcesses. In its relation to
Catholiclsm it hag thus far imitated St. Paul far more in hig
temporary inimical collision with Peter at Antioch, (Gal. 2:
11, 19,) than in his subsequent friendly co-operation with him,
and has frequently given oeccasion to his antagonist to repent
the warning of Pofer agningt the abuse of the writings of Paxl
“in which there are some things hard to be understood.” (2
Potor 3: 16.) Then again Protestantism has unfolded thus
far almost exclusively the anthropological and sotericlogical
doctrines of Paul, his Ipistles to the Galatians and Romans;
whilgt the luter Epistles of the same Apostle, especielly his
profound doctrine of the Church, aa the one, undivided hody
of Christ, tho fulness of him that filleth all in ail, have
evidently not yot received their full share of attention. As
soon 28 this shall be done, there will be at the same time a
cortain approximation to the Catholic, church-principle, and
the way become prepared for thoe third and last Period of the
Christiun Church, in which the great trutha of Catholicism and
evangelical  Protestantism, with the exclusion of their mutual
errovs, may become united in o higher union and harmony,
through the renewal and complete appropriation of the spivit

“of John, especielly of his doctrine of the persem of, Christ,

and the living eommunion of the fuithful with Him and with
ench other. DBut this union must be preceded by a universal

# We mny admit with Count Zinzendorf, and Dr, Stohl, in his late address
to the German Clurch Diet in Bremen, that ¢ the Pope iz not tho Antichrist,
but the legitimato chief of the Homan Church,” as Peter wag tho hend of
Jowish Christirnity, without surrendering thercby. the true interests of
Protestantism. TFor the Doman Church is not the Cotholic Chureh, but only
npart of it.  The Greek Church in ker bost dnys never disputed the nuthority
nnd gven primacy of the Bishep of Rome for the Lotin Church, but refused to
gulymit to it in the nbeolute and universsl sense, L
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-Bpotless'on earth. - Whis-opon gonfevsion of mutual guilt; il b
- followed by the festival of reconeiliation.” =~ + 7 i o 5
v Herewish.we bring the serics.of essays on Germun Tha,qlii‘gy;‘gj
"1 40 0 close, - Wa hove renderad it high praisc, and joined bright »
‘hopes:with:it. .. But wo would not he’so misundersiood, oy
thougli-we were Dlind to its wanifold santg and imperfections S
»ave hove rother:disiinetly stuted 2he eontrary; “snd “infimated.s
2 thatt!its -prineiple . practicel. tusk hes* by ne meant “yebheen
~accomplished. . We know also full well ¢het salvation SOLTHCR
.or learning, - under any forh, as’

ot from- theolegy, solonge”
- mpnyi:German -closet-scholnrs -imogine,  put from #ifs; from,
 thoeedivine-human  powers; those aged, yet ever youthful
A supcrnatural faste, whioh elone have founded-and whish+slose.
-enn renew sl complete the Church. But if the evangeligsl:
~theology of Germuny,in conneetion with the other instruments
.of -the wpo, shonld, in'the . honds of o merciful God, serve the:
- purnese of. yroparing : tho' way,. from the Protestuut - side
.through.: the inward, :quict, -yt deeply working” * power -of
i thuugit,.’,’ for imueh, oneilintivn. between '.Qmﬁw]i ism . and 2

Protostyntism, andinid An'hriiging to'on ond the greut schism
e 18 10
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QY SEckaent Sﬂf’&'f :byfusgrentdr nndi mere, difficultict  of
reuniofenisyonld sraly-des ¢ praisg. nnd: grutitude®of ull’
true: friands o] Goiﬁ;f;rvhiuh.::ié; o Jdngdom:

‘ o fen wht.can he mora prand: and

falopious thianrto hoalihehleedwp wounds oFtho body of Clhuish,
und. to:lnbor: for-the realizntion of-tho last prayer’of our Eter
f-_n_!;_lffrﬁighjx Priest :*Neithel pray-iI:for. these eldne, but for:
{them g0 yhivh ghall lelieve of“me" thiough their word ;- thit:
they allimay be, one; as” thou, Fuilior; art’in’ me, and . It in- -2
heo, that -they also ‘may be-ons in 187 that the world Ty
“boliovo thatthou hnet sentme - - ° 7 L gy
" Mergeciburg, Decembor Gth, 1858,




