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TaE general Paritan theory of Early Christianity may be re-
duced to the following propositions : , '

. Lst. That it started in the beginning urider the same form sub-
stantially, both in doetrine and practice; which is now known
and honored as Evangelical Protestantism without prelacy. The
doctrine was.orthodox, as distinguished from all heresies that are
at war with 'the doctrines of the Trinity, human depravity, and
the atonement. The principle of the Bible and private judg-
ment lay at the bottom of the whole system. The worship was
much in the modern style of Scotland or New England, So
was it also with the government or polity of the churches. All
was vastly rational and spiritual. FEven Presbyterianism, ac-
cording to the Congregationalists, was not yet born. 'The Bap--
tists carry the nudity farther still.. But all agree, that the church
notions of later times were unknown.. There was no papacy,
no episcopacy, no priesthood, no liturgy, no thought of a super-
natural virtie in baptism, no dream of anything like the myste-
ry of the real presence in the awful sacrament of the altar. The
primitive piety was quite of another order from all this. It was
VOL. III.—NO. VI 33%
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neither hierarchical nor mystical, but ran in the channel
of poé)ul'n'r freedom, democratic right; and common ser:]s& i
2nd. 'T'hat this happy state of things, established under the
authority of the Apostles and in their time universally prevalent
in the churches, was unfortunately of only very short duration.
How long it lasted is by no means clear. ~After the destruction
of Jerusalem, we have for a time almost no historical notices
whatever that serve to reveal 10 us the actual condition of the
church ; and such tesiimony as we have, with the going out of
the first century and the coming in of the second, have so ques-
tionable a look at certain points, that it is hard to know how far
they are to be trusted anywhere. . It became the policy of later
times to corrupt and suppress documents. - The theory thus is
of necessily thiown here on presumption and hypothésie. Two
broad facts for it however are setlled and given ;. first, that the
charch started right in the beginning, and secondly, that on com-
ing fully into view 'again in the third century it is found to be
sirangely wrong, fairly on the tide in truth of the prelatical sys-
tem with its whole sea of corruptions and abominations. Be-
tween these dates then must be ‘assumed an apostacy or fall
somewha like that which turned our first parents out of paradise’
1rllto the common world. "When or how tﬁé doleful change took
E ace, in the absence of all reliable historical evidence, can only
e made out by conjecture ; and here naturally the theory is
subject in different hands to some variations, The Presbyterian
Congregational, and Baptist schemes or constructions, are not
Just the same.  All however make the paradisiacal period of the
church very short. It is.hard to find even one whole cettyry
for it afier the destruction of Jerusalem; though in a vague loose
way it is common (o speak of it,-us reaching ﬁltough the second
_century. and some liitle distance perhaps into the third. '
3d. That the change thus early commenced was in truth in
full oppesition to the original sense and design of Christianity.
and dnvolved in principle from the start (he grand apostacy that
afterwards became complete in the church of Rome, and which

is graphically foretold in those passages of the New Testament

that speak of antichrist, the mystical Babylon, and th

si. The Beptists include iny this corruyiib{: more fh;nnanlho:
Congregationalists; and these again inclutfe'in it more than the
Presbyterians, taking Presbytery iwself in fact, and that idea of
the church which once went along with it, for the first stage of
the downward progress; but as to what lies beyond this, the vast
world of notions and practices namely that go to make up the
prelatical system as we find it in full force in the days of Cyp-
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rian, the whole Puritan body of couyse:is but of one mind. It
is throughout an usurpation only and.an abuse, againstihe Bible,
against apostolical and primitive example, against the entire ge-
nius and spirit of evangelical religion. It belongs to an order
of thought and habit of life, which however’ countenanced by
many-good men in the b?ﬁihnihg’ must be regarded as constitu-
tiondlly at variance with the first principles of the Gospel, as an-
tichristian -and worldly ; the natural and only proper end of
which, in the course of two or three centuries, was the complete
failire of the churchin its original form. It became the syna-
gogue of Satan. Christianity went out in dismal eclipse for o
thousand yenrs, with only a few tapers, dimly burning here and

~ there in vallies and- corners, to keep up some faint remembrance

of that glorious darspring from on high with which it had visi-
ted the nations in the beginning. < Ya

- 4th. Thaut the long night of this fearful caplivity came io an
end finally, through. the great mercy of God, by- the. event of
the Reformation ; which was brought to pass by the diligent
'studz of the Bible, the original codex of Christianity, under the
awakening and guiding influence of ‘the Holy Ghost, and con-
sisted simply in a_resuscitation of the life and doctrine of the
primitive church, which had been so long buried beneath the
corruptions of the great' Roman apostacy. The Reformation,
in this view, was not properly the historical product and continu-
ation of the life of the church itself, or what was called the
church; as it stood before. 1t-was a revolutionary rebellion rath-
er against this as something totally false and wrong, by which it

~ was violently set aside to make room for a new order of things

altogether. ~If it be asked, by what authority Luther and the
other reformers undertook to bring in so vast:a change, the an-
swer is that they had the authority of the Bible. This and this
only, is the religion of Protestants. = Popery.ayas antichrist ; the
Bible teaches plainly a different religion, which must have pre-
vailed in the beginning, and which Popery had contrived to
suppress; and what: betier richt than this fact then could the
reformers have or need, to ﬁg%u ‘against it, to overturn it.as far as
they were able, and to sét upthe religion of the Bible, the primis
tive evangelical religion, in its room and place ? Suach was their
warrant, and such ag far as it went their good and excellent
wark. Itis not strange however, coming out of such thick dark-
ness as they had in their rear, that they were not themselvesable
at once to see clearly all that needed to be done in this great
restoration ; to say nothing of such outward political limitations
es they had to contend with for instance: in England. Luther
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stuck miserably’ in the mud of Romanism .to ‘the last. Even
Calvin had his sacramental crotchets, and talks strangely at
times of the church. ~ Anglicanism remained out and out semi-
pefy. Hence the need of new reformation. This we have
n Puritanism ; which itself also has réquized some time to come
to that perfection of Bjble simplicity and truth, which it now
hagpily presents in thig country, especially in New England—
and most of all, if we take their owri word for it; in the wide
communion of the Baplists. Here finally, afier so long a sleep,
the fair image of original Christianity, as it once gladdened the
assemblies of the faithful in the days of Ignatius, Polycarp,
Irenwus, and the blessed martyrs' of Lyons and Vienne, hias
come forth as it were from the catacombs, to put to shame that
frightful mask which has for so many centuries cheated the
- world in its name and stead. And wga.t is better still, there is
some ground now also to hope, since we have got into the mid-
dle of the nineteenth century and Anglo-Saxon mind is in a fair
way to rule the world, that this second edition and experiment
of a pure faith and true church will be more successful than the
first ; and that Christ will find it proper now, in these last days,
to be with his church always, and to make .good thus hig own
promise that the gates of hell shall not prevail against it, as they
might seem to havé done before, till Shiloh come or to the end
of the world. e : : - ' :
- Such in a general view, we say, is the Puritan theory of the
history of the church, and such is the relation in which it
1magines Protestantisin to stand to Primitive Christianity. - The

theory and the fancy we believe to be both togeiher absoltely |

* visionary and false. - More than that, they are eminently suited
to overthrow at last the credit.of Protestantism itself, and along
with this to upset all faith in Churistinnity as being really and
truly such a revelation as it claims to be for the salvation of the
wor{d. Grant the premises of this wild hypothesis, and infideli-
ty may proceed at once to draw its own conclusions with unan-

swerable force. ' - ; :

It is truly amazing, before looking at the facts of history at
all, that the holders of the hypothesis are not troubled some by
the very prodigi ss of the conceptions that enter into iis
composition. 'i:hay appear 10:be quile easy and at home, for

the most part; in the fabric of their peculiar historical system, -

as though it'were the. most nataral and reasonable” structure in
the world ; and yet never was fabric of this sort probably so\put
together, as to. furnish by its very texture more just cause for
anxiety and distrust. - The theory, instead of being natural and

“the Fact of all facts, full of grace and tru

1851] Early Christianity. 517

nable, is-as much against nature and reason as can well be
::?:nggeived.’ Let. any fhginking man put out of his mind tlﬁa
mere habit of looking, at the past througlh the mgd;um of the
theory itself, so asto bring home to himself clearly in‘an abstract
way the elements and combinations of ‘which-it is constructed,
a.ng hie must feel surely thatno, scheme could well be, in an
@ priori view; less probable or worthy of {rust. Every presuril:r[;-
tion is against it. If believed at all by the earnestly .thcnughtiu yo
it can be only through stress of overwhelming evidence, malc ﬁ
ita sin to doubt. The unthioughtful of course feel no su .
difficalty. Their faith is easy, just because it is hollow' an:

jnd," ; : ] TiRe 3
s Only look at the scheme in.its own light. All previous histo-
ry looked to the coming of Chist, and prepared the way for it,
asthe grand central fact of religion and so of the world’s life.
The Old Testament revblnlign, ;lfl’niugh thousani: lof ystslal:ist, crgsnc}:’
nagnificel awful mystery. Atleng

roomn for the magnificent an y J;’ e e
surrounded with miracles, binding énxth to heaven, and laying

. the foundations of a hew creation of whose splendors and glories

here should be rio end.: Chuist died for ouir sins, and rose ngain
;‘or our justification. His apostles were golemnl commisslopu

to preach the gospel thronghout the world.  Onthe day of .enr;
tecost, they were armed wilh supernatural power from on hig
for this purpose ; and the higtory of the Christian Church was
opened under a form, that carried in it the largest promise of uni-
versal victory and success in following time. ~ With this promls;
corresponded in, full the progress of the new cause, in the aiga o
the apostles and for a short -time afterwards. The Gospe v&rng
rapidf;ﬂpublished thronghout the Roman world. The nlslmeiq e
Redeemer at the right hand of God, made hend over all things
to the church, gave proof of his exallation and power by caus-
ing his kingdom to spread and prevail, in the face of all opposi-
tion whether Jewish or Pagan. ‘The whole course oii dthmgs
seemed (o show cleatly, that the powers of a higher worl yverl?
at work in the glorious movement; and that it embodied _1{:] itse
the will and counsel of heaven itself for the full accomplis m:]?
of the end towards which it reached, It is usual mdeed-tlom . ;
this' éarly suecess of Christianity one of the .external ploofs-igf_
its divine origin, a real supernatural seal of its truth, like that
miracles. One would naturally suppose, that such a beginnin
must have led to some sound and true result, in harmony l\:ﬂ I
its own heavenly conditions. . But, according to the hypﬁtﬁrasim .
now- before us, the very opposite of this took place. y
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 had the last of the apostles gone to heaven,
 tacy began toshow themselves in the bosom of the infant church,
" threatening to overthrow and defeat entirely its original design.
In the midst of its early triumphs, whilst it had atiﬁl strength to
perform miracles and exhibit martyrdoms on all sidés in favor of
the truth, the leaven of (his malignant corruption weént forward,
strangely enough, in the most active and virulent way ; infecting
and poisoning, more aad more, the very vitals of the church
till in the course of a single cen
perbaps indeed- much “sooner, the entire course of its 1ifo was
. changed from what it had beén at first, and turned into a falss
direction, 'T'aces of the original faith and piety are still (o be
found indeed in the third an

' echoes and reminiscences as i

before signs of apos-

. t were, more and more faint, of
| the better age which had ﬁigpne before ;. but these were exception -

8l now to the central tendency, rather than its true and genuine
fruit; the power that prevailed, and that was fast carrying all
things its own way, almost without qu
“mystery . of iniquity,” that same great enti-christian apostacy
in principle and drift, which in due time -afterwards culminated
in the Pope, and- brought uponthe world the darkness of the
middle ages. Tha eclipse came not at once in jts full strength ;
but still, from the very start, it was the beginning of the total
obscurity that followed, and looked to this steadily as its end.
So in truth Satan in the end fairly prevailed over Christ.” The
church fell, not partially and transiently only, but universally,

in its collective and corporate character, with an: apostacy_that

was to reach through twelve hundred years, - Had it not béen

for some copies of the Bible here and there, in the hands of a

few obscure and persecuted witnesses for the truth, the light of

Christianity. would have become absolutely extinct ; for the so

called catholio church, in league plainly with the powers of hell,

and with the sovereignty of the world in its hand , showeditself
bent for ages on the accomplishment precisely of this terrible re-
g0 glorious 2 morning, so suddenly lost

sult. Never was there
and forgotten in think impenetrable clouds!  The grandeur of
the enlerprise is equalled only by the greatness of its failure.
And what is that fearful whisper that seems to'steal upon us, in

view of it, from the very depths of the bottomless pit: “'This
man bega

n to build, and was not able to finish?” But here
again the hypothesis is read y with its own answer. The failure
-~ Wwas not final. 8o long. as the Bible lived, there was still room
for hope ; and at last accordingly,  in the fulness of time,” after
centuries upon centuries of ecclesiastical chaos, God was pleased

tury from the death of St. John, -

d fourth and fifth centuries, the .

estion or protest, was the *
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once more,  Let there be light,” andh tl}gr:-l ﬁf:si:grhad

tJ‘:'l:s:a}r formers of the 16th centy drew forth fio the s
i {:3 the help of God’s Spirit, the true aghemeTal ﬂll i

vdulme,h}:stiﬁn faith, as it was in the beginning. . 1he pm =
el 2 kken. - Chuist gave tokens that he was ngnm-,d e

es w?ah'mahu;‘ch. The unfinished work of the ﬁlrst annmed
hetaidc:ntu;?es was once .more actively and- vlgprou:tgdre:ﬂsr e
‘IJ: o o Pmlesmnr}(ilsm, ituﬁggnﬂ:fdlﬁ ?:J;I:\(:]uer: until all

; . L .

o s ;zift?uzgr::dercfh;l Saviour’s feet. Truei\Pogeg ﬂ:if
mam:.?f;pad and Protestantism itself is geting 1nlod1;]g_ i
it ; 'lfat we must now have faith in Chris’s hea ls lllp i
c?h!?ls ‘ hu and in his promise that the gates of h.ell sha nf e
vt 'llm: inst it ; so as to be firmly persunded, in ;};_)ﬂ;: :{lings
?er:;a:mizigadisdour;gemems, Lhatlthe n‘ghts ;:ciﬁuri ;c g

' [ tai rove
::Eelﬁ‘;;l}git \!:tlf: Ealit:anlri?:gc?:f%[:o{l g’ill ot rest till he shall have
th judgment unto victory. : Sy
br%%g?it . ”;o]blﬂﬂrglimed man pra?:md to say, that ll}ls,-lr;’ ilclfle]i{
1! l:gyis not a strange and unvatural ypolhesis, v';ri e
?D?::c::dir;gly hard to reconcile, either with- the l?lvtilll'zi% egpfea-
ﬁ: -church, or with its divine mission, or with ll;a lvernment
E‘e‘in it of Him, who is represented as having U olgoﬁon ;

gnlha world on his shoulders for its defence and sa vt; iR
But the case becomes yet more difficult, whainlvy A aio
h vad oracles which lie hack of the aclual history g e
tha snﬁ and find that instead oflending any counlenanc?nin e
:cl'?er:m; srospectively, they set before us in the mos:cf g
unqueati%uﬂ pelbyics ML 'alm%eﬁrliu:l]f:;:e%b E;O:Psil'a.ined and

: now, have bee ] dl an
ﬁﬁe&??x%?ésﬁ?rﬁa the gervice of the theory, by being made in

f the church, the
foretell a general apostacy of the ¢
! :‘g:iltﬁa:‘.c)}e:iigl it has bée% pretended to identify in'the Papal

ion; it i common to hear the enemies {:rf
gmﬁuiﬁgéﬂ?f; ::) :.?1;? I;I;:'versiogis of scnpn;:e a: e;}tlifmvflll};
v:ige gf inspiration itself, and chargin lhogila“:; t?ga.lnal. i
infallibility of their gloss with setting themse o e g
3 rit ofj’Ged’s word.. But the day for s_};ch ar ifrz:tl.rihming 2
o il o St 0 S
B 1 .
e ngéd O%Qh:ealgbiblical scholar, in any part of the v;?rlg; ;:
?x,p d w{llihgto endorse. the vulgar anti-popery 5‘?‘“‘3 dnile
i On the other hand, however, there are many bil?t
'%gx:;md texts, which clearly foretell the unfailing stabliity
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of the church, through
what , through all ages, on to the of ti Ant
of B B e i account, the sl i B
tio;} only. ysin the samie direction, and in this dire-
Luveri under. the Old Tes s it
1 : ‘estament, it i H
: i;::{]f l&a‘: tl_::e lhet.ircra,cy__ coulq not fl;il. ngitalztiin dl:']'g tal:lwle o
Jewish theoI::e:":: y of that higher and better stﬂﬁnp‘:vlll:iwhm
Tagaman ch’urri wag Itiq becoi}:'e.comple[e.ﬁnall;r'as ithNtha'
Bitontd it Jt lay in the conception of th‘e Id tl?w.
lie in the.co prove a failure, much more must this b i
ot thﬂi's &?‘guou of the new. Itis'to the times o; 'l';:]aki:[[lm
of the Old Tonr,aphatically, that the predictions and il
b cin!llamem In relation to the coming fortunellr?}?ml
K oo 10 AL ot i e v, i i
: uld. : o
and that of its dominion and glowetggmat;iriislgéniek;ngiog;
0 end.

Nothing could well be'
e, ell e miore foreign from the" - jani
o cm:l;g;l; ;'hg l;?lao&hgu::;;m:ntht lE:Ienlarge‘ran?gf ﬁﬁﬁﬁ;
in 1o aifon, to give place alr i intel
?E:; lha':aolf?n albu hat of: captivity andplmndag;;otzin “lxilnr:‘eid :vn.tely
i thm]: n:m(,]l from which there was to be no esca' Q;se'
e reconci]edm] 1 hyanrs. And just as litde can: an . 'OI:
i g Testaﬁ:fff; ‘}"I?hli:ga; of (c}lhljatianity, as it mfeﬁlfm
o X roceeds evel
lishelé i’r':]sclii:;t 1:5!:?1 kingdom of -God, of the ch?rgl:k:-e;: ﬁ?wtl;; a;-
g ben, Bga_s destined, not to full but l:.) stand no: )
ok Al eams of ‘the desert, but.to be as the’ i
8 foion r'ij:r errath.c:r, in Ezekiel’s vision, an ever dee i
i ot o There are, it is true, predictions enul::ml:ngf
i momant’aﬂ{[) : cies and ‘corruptions; but the idea is'ng s
il i o}:\‘ed, that these should prevail in an o
e monﬁé s: tas: theory before us pretends. On the go:':ch
§ ﬁf%‘;m. urances are given, that this should not'rl:?; i
ese stand forth most conspi P "
i ik conspicuously an i
st we;‘]f};ih ngifﬁges from the mouth of {he lfleggll-ji%péggi’o]un t}l:ose
e B asit were the charter of the church -n::ﬂ ¢
P g mlsmn to lhe_end of time. “Thou art P, o
e s?:zll i vock I will build my_church; and the teler;
which the R::;ini evail against it Maith. -xvi, 18, ’I‘z‘?l;I o4
b mngniﬁcéntr;ms énske of this text, must.not bl'ind usio“f;
.are.bound. as gaognp‘ gmndeqr.r' It is'still scripture ; and w
i eyl Protestants, to pause with- some reyer y
» 804 - 10 Inquire with seriousness what it nctuaﬁ;ﬁﬁz
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mean. -Take it as we may, it looks certainly like o most ex-
plicit pledge, in. terms of unusual solemnity and. deliberation,
that the church should endure on its first foundation, that is with
true historical succession from its own beginning, through all
ages. Of the same tenor again precisely is the apostolic com-
mission, after- our Saviour’s resurrection and just before his as-
cension: “ All power is given uato me in heaven and in earth:
Go ye thersfore, and teach all pations, boptizing them in the
name of the Father, and, of the Son, and ‘of the Holy Ghost;
teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have command-
ed you: ‘And, lo, I .am with you abway, even unto the end of
the world” Matth. xxviii: 18-20. Here' again we have scrip-
ture, under & most majestic and commanding form. Has it any
meaning answerable to its ma nificent terms, or is it ninere
flourish of Oriental figures which mean the next thing 1o noth-
ing? Words.could hardly be put together in & way imore sig
nificantly suited to express the jden, that the.object of this com-
rnission was one which could not possibly suffer failure or defeat.
The enterprise in view.is conditioned by the fact, that all power
is in the Savious’s hands, that he is head over all things, as Pau
expresses it,tothe church ; and all conceivable difficulties attend-
ing it, as in the case of Moses when sent to bring Israel outof
Egypt; are reduced to nothing by the one overwhelming consid-
eration, © Lo, 1 am with you always,” engaging Lhe entire pleni-
tude of this power for itg never ending success. 1t iz useless to
dwell on other testimonies that look immediately. in ‘the same
direction. If these capital aiid classical passages have no power
to fix attention or constrain belief, it i§ .not to be imagined that
any amount of scri wral evidence besides will be felt to carry
with it any real weight. . G ) ¢
Tt is very certaii, that only: the most wilful and stubborn pre-
judice can fail to see, how utterly at war the Bible is with the
notion of & quickly apostatizing and tolally failing chureh, in
any view answerable 10 {he strange Puritan hypolhesia which
we. have now under considerntion. No such notion accordingly
ever entered the mind of the puimitive church itself. It was for
a time supposed indeed that the end.of the world was near at
hand, and that the resurrection state or: millenium would soon
appear; and it was only gradually, that this view gave place (o
the ideaof a longcourse of history preparing the way for Christ’s
second coming. But neither in the one form nor in the otlier,
was the thouglit ever admitted that the church itself might col-
lapse or: go iuto universal dismal eclipse. That would have
been counted downright infidelity. The promise to Péter and
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the apostolic commission were never taken but in one sense ;
and that appeared to be so plain, that no one but an unbeliever,
it was supposed, could ever think of seriously calling it in ques-
tion. It became accordingly, as we all know, an element-of
the primitive faith, an article of the early creed, to-believe in the
being of the holy catholic church as an indestructible fact, a
divine mystery that could never fail oy pass away.. T i
-The biblical doctrine on this ‘subject is so cl);ar indeed, that
even the most unhistarical advocates of the: Puritan . theory are
themselves constrained to allow it ; though they take care to put
it into a shape to suit their own preconceived scheme.- Nothin
is more common than to hear them talk of the unfailing aud
endaring -character ‘of the church, of its being’ founded on a
rock, and of Christ’s presence with it always for its protection
and defence ; they are willing to say with the ancient creed, .
when necessary, “ We believe In the church as one, holy, catho-
lic and apostolical.” Bat by all this they mean in the end, not
the church in any. outward and visible view, not the historical
organization known under this name and claiming these titles
from the third century down to the sixteenth, but a supposec
sucpession of hidden and scaitered withesses, in the so. called
catholic chuich partly, but more generally after a (ime on the
outside of it, handing down what the theory i§ plensed to call a,
pure faith, in conflict with the reigning sysiem, and in (he way'
of more or less direct protest against it as an aati-christian usur-
pation. It is of the invigible church only, they tell us, the se-
cret “election in Israel,” that the glorious things spoken of Zion
are 1o be understood. The chllrlﬁ] was in the wilderness\for o
thousand’ years before the Reformation, among the Waldenses,
Albigenses, Henricians, Puulicians, and such like; God was
never altogether without a handful of people somewhere, that
refused to bow the knee to Baal. . No such evasion however is
of dny force in truth, for getiing clear of the difficulty which
we have here in view. It turns in the first place on a mere ar-
bitrary assumption; borrowed from the clouds, and got up palpa-
bly 10 serve a purpose, without the least regard to histovical facts

and dates; an assamuption that is doomed therefore, by necessa-

Iy consequence, to dissolve before the light of history more and

more into mere fog and mist. These seots of the middle ages
are bad stuff at best, for making out the yomance of a pure
Christianity, from the fifth century to the fifieenth, on the out-
side of the Roman church, But allowing them to have been as
good as the theory before us affects to believe, and .granting it

besides a. fair proportion of sporadic exceptional cases’of piety,

“these predictions aud prom

; n our
' ism puts an enormous lax Do

(e . ﬁd?ﬂ“y 5.%
18511 Early Chris

in and airy succes-
r AT : : to ﬁ“ up ‘he. lhll‘l an UL,
i the ’ﬁ‘s;";ggn? ?t‘l.?ild“::rlf}be satisfled still to ;aiﬂa_ tg?dfoTr;?!i
pe ariﬁeal.ion of the glowing predictions ;i-n protises and
ﬁ:g:tg-;gy true fulfilment of "hBN IE?J‘ sgl?sucfconalmcﬁonof_
pledg’es that ars coniatatd mi:?: ce:::inly ever el}ler“;d inrtt?a::{;

ind of the primitive church itself ; the constm:;lis:i; 1;5:; safely
mind s l:he sense of the ancient creed; l",-“ - dico. in favor
fore thatr nothing short of the most polwerfu 1:\'18151 any case, for
. viously established theory can Eim':'mfnc.tc-rl.' or probable.
o d accepted as in the least degree satisit scape (he clear
. hmE le ispa. subterfuge plainly, got up 1o eesl I-mennnenlar)"
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promises and gifts with which it was. freighted in the beginning,
and we may at least try to justify Protestantism as a {rue pro-
duct of this historical life itself; in which view it might need no
higher warrant perhaps for its vindication. - Butgive up the his-
torical succession, by taking the ground that the chu rch had fail-
ed for a thousand years, except among sects from which it is
notorious Protestantism did nof spring, and that (he Reformation
was in truth a new selling uq of Christianity parallel with its
(les; and then really we. sce not,
why the proper. credentials of a truly apostolical .commission
should be wanting in the second case more than in the first.
Liuther. himself did not . hesitate to pose the -radicalism of the
Anabaptists' with “this test: “ If they have a cbmmission from
God, let them prove it by miracles.” . But if the’ Reformation
itself is to be taken for what this Puritan (heory makes it, we
must say it was quité as much a new church as the enterprise of
Storek and Munzer; and needed quite' as much the argument of
miracles for its support. 5
.~ But.now when we lool into the nctual course of history, we
find it in no agreement whatever with these reasonable presump-+
tions and anticipations, as directed either towards the end of this
supposed failure of the church or towards its beginning. The
Reformation, we all know, lacked entirely the seal of iniracles,
the only truly apostolical warrant fora really apostolical worl:
In this respect it bore no resemblance to the mission of ‘Elijah,
the restorer of Moses in the agoato.te kingdom of Israel. That
such an apostacy, reaching through a thousand years, should
finally be' set right in this way, is not a litile strange. On the
other hand however, the coming in of the apostacy is more
strangely conditioned still. Never was a revolution so vast and
important, so broad and deep in its course, so sweepingly disast-
rous in its effects. We tnay apply to it without exaggeration
the strong figure: “In those days the sun shall be darkened,
and the moon shall not give her light, and the stars of heaven
shall fall, and the powers that are in heaven shall be shaken.”
The church, having in charge the most vital interests of a fallen
world, proved recreant to her solemn trust, fell from her high
estate, and became literally the seat of Antichrist and a syna-
gogue of Satan. Thus fearfully radical, the revolution wasat
the same time no less dreadfully universal. And yet, strange to
say, no one can tell when or how it came to pass. ‘- We have
indeed certain schemes that pretend to'be such an - explanation.
But these, when examined, are found .to be purely fangiful at-
tempts 10 solve the demands of a theory already adopted, rather
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clear and plain testimony in: every case for the negative of their
arbitrary positions, is not in and of jigelf any testimony whatev-
er in favor of these positions; that the indifference of the argu-
ment in this form, the mere want of ‘positive and direct testimo-
ny either way, is itself in. troth a most powerful presumption,
not in favor of their theories, but against them, and in favor only
of the canse to which they are variously opposed. The grand
difficully is just to see, how o great an aposiacy as is here sup-
i6 have had place, turning the fair'bride of. the Lamb in
so sliort a time into the similitude of a harlot, ghould have gone
forward through s several stages or steps, as laid down in either
of these schemes, and yet have left no trace of its dire revola-
tionary march-on the historic page! ' 3
Thot folse. tendencies might begin to work in a pure state of
the church, is not hard to believe. But the case before us in-
volves immeasurably wore than this. 'These tendencies are tak-
on to be from the start in full opposilion to the genius and spirit
of (he Gospel ; they work rapidly in fact towards its overthrow 3
they, bring in by degrees new idens and practices ahctFelher, the
fruit of cunning secular pride and borrowed from Judaism or
Paganism, that go directly to undermine atid break up the sim-
ple evangelical system of eurlier times; and yet they provoke
no apposition, excite no alarm, but make an easy prey of the
~whole church, as it would seem, without a protesting cry or &
contradictory stroke. The ministers took the lead in the bad
movement, and the people fell in passively with their wrong
idance. All sorts of pious lies and forgeries were yesorted L0
for its support ; and the daughter of Ziou-was either loo silly to
erceive the fraud, or too sleepy to lay it seriously to heart. The
old faith died thus, and gave no sign. T'he aposiacy came in
without an - effort or a struggle. 'Igrue, as we are told, it had
singes and degrees. But each new stage found a generation
ready to accept it, ag the undoubted. sense of the faith they had
received from their fathers. - T'he work went gilently but surely
forward always in the same false direction. It carried along
with it the universal church. When this comes fully into view
in the fourth century, we find; not a part of it merely, but the
entire body fully commiited to the sncramental, liturgical, church-
ly and priesily system, with the full persuasion that the whole of
it had come down from the earliest times. All history may be
defied, to furnish any. parallel to such a revolution, any change
political or religious at once so vast and yet so entirely without
noise. - 1t passes before us like a scene of magic. As'gome one
has observed, it is as though the world on some one ‘night-had
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morning found itself thoroughly and universally Catholic
la.nodnl]’y think of a single pmvi{;cc',, such as mé‘:'lem New Eng-
ia lor Instance, in the course of one. or two :hundred years
:‘ownlng off the whole type of its religion in. this way, and with
g:t:m cilonsent accepting another of diametrically opposite char-
& t.;:n ; cast, without a single monument to inform “posterity
_mt':v the thing was done.  Think of her associations and conso-
ciations, with . their system of parity and rank democracy, pass-
Ing over in so short & time to a well ordered hierarchy, raw’nl\rjng

round a single centre.. "Think of her free prayers losing them-

selves in liturgical forms, her nalked spiritualism stooping to

clothe itself .with the mummery of outward ceremonies and

rites, crossings, bowings, sprinklings, with all the paraphernali
?fo:rll tguly: poatifical worship. Think of her sacmrmnbﬁ'l:u?:ilg;
il g:ﬂe:; sillg'ng ml’o supernatural mysteries, of the simple
s rfi o i e Lord’s supper In particular assuming the char-
. nn: a real ',gacrlﬁce for the-sins of the living and the dead
i nning into the bold and utterly confounding tenet of tran-
substantiation. Think of her mission of worldly - prudence,

utility, materialism and common genge, running out into the

lorification -of monasticism, . voluntar i
4 ) licism, . y poverty, the an
; [;fa og celibates and virgins. Imagine tl:lp.t;se- o other kts.:‘lilf:;il
I:lma ormations, we say, accomplished between the days of Dr.
‘smffﬂff Mr:]ther__and_ those of President Dwight, and all 80
o yfan 1 quietly as to leave no trace, not a solitary. record
tg'n.o ,resistance, protestation, division or dissent, to inform
Oglrét)f In any case when or how the change took plage,
i oriite?osfbﬁi:zc?r?’?l r‘}:}ur;m_le, li']a.nagending entirely the com-
¢ : But in -the thesis before th
!r::{ncle goes far beyond this. tem bracis‘:mt. one provjnc:?:’ntll;a
ey t:.:ﬁy’n Eligenlg;-s:e;:tl\];a;ed '1}1 space, and differing in' every s0-
| o _ : . Itis universal Christendom, fron
Brilain to Africa, from Spain.to Indin, that i o have
4 : oty fi ; that is foun
{iizlud;f(ll -if]mtl:llt?)[;:zu:lé ;]o tlt:ie § ii'it‘t;:: ;!_ef:czion anddrat:n}:?‘;z
. been animated through all its borders wi
;‘-'nid :h_t: same principle of evil, bewildering ils senses an:;hhot:l:
v{; rz:l']t -an;or;]g the tombs. Nothing could better show the uni-
- ILy of the supposed apostacy, and the deep root it had tak-
“ previously in the mind and life of the church, than ihe grand
livisions that toak place in the fourth and fifth centuries; givi
nsei;l Il?i rival communions on a vast scale, some of whit’:hgiha?f%
utp e them_selv_es_ down to the present time. These could not
Ol course consent in any such innovation after they fell asund-
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er; on the contrary, the laws of party and sect would have been
sure (o bring out a loud complaint of the change, if anything of
the sort lay within the reach of knowledge before. But the
Arians and Donatists brought no charge here against the Catho-
lics. The Nestorians and Monophysites went out and founded
new. churches, which remaiu (o this day ; but they carried along
with them the characteristic peculiarities of the Roman system,
which they have never ceased since to regard as of truly apos-
tolical force and date, - These have indeed become for the miost

it mere petrifactions or dead fossil remains; but in this char-
acter they still bear powerful and unanswerable testimony to
the fact of which we now.:Ee_ak, the universal and unquestion-
ed authorily of thissystem throughout Christendom in Lhe fourth
century. No language written on rocks for this purpose, could
be more sure or plain. .

The contrast in which this naiseless revolution stands. with
the known vigilunce of the church im other things;serves to
male it still more striking and strange. Christianity in the be-

inning was anything but a passive and inert system, which
offered itzelf like wax io every impression from abroad. It had
a most intense life of. its own, power to assimilate and reject in
the sea of elements with which it was surrounded, the force of
gelf-conservation over against all dissolving agencies, as never
“any system of thought or life before. Ttis just this organific
and all subduing character that forms the grand argument from
history, for its divine origin and heavenly truth. Neander has
it continually in view. What subile speculations were not tried,
in the first centuries on the part of the Gnostics, Manicheans,
Sabellians, Arians, and others, to corrupt the truth; and yet
how promptly and. vigorously all these innovations were met
and repelled.” It was not reflection either that led the way in
these contests. with heresy, but o fine tact rather and living in-
stinct for the drthodoxy to which they were always opposed.
Danger was felt with lieen inward sensibility even afur off, and
no (ime was lost -in sounding an alarm. There is no lack ae-
cordingly of historical. witnesses and monuments, to show’ here
what actually teok place. They abound in the form of contro-
versies, councils, heretical parties, and. wide-spread long endur-
ing schisms. And yet in_the midat of: all this vigilant activity,
if we are to believe our Puritan hypothesis, the great apostacy
of Popery came in upon the universal chusch so quietly that no
one now can lay his hand on the origin of a single one of all
its manifold forms of corruption and abuse, It gave rise to no
controversy, created no party, led to no schism., The Argus-
vor. IL—NO. VI, 34%
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eyed jealousy of the heretical sects themselves was blinded and
deceived. They saw not the wholesale treason which was go-
ing forward in such bold and impudent style ; and it was allow-
ed by all of them eccordingly to pass, without one syliable of
remonstrance or rebulce. ' ’
But thisis notall. The prodigiousness of the theory goes
still farther. It is by the Bible it pretends to be sure that the
church started on the Puritan model, and that this later state of
it therefore must be counted a grand falling awey from its firat
and only true form. But now the Bible itself comes down to
us through the hands of thissame apostate church, which made
no conscience, we are sometimes told, of forging and falsifying
documents, to almost any extent, for the purpose of carrying out
its own wrong ; and we have absolutely to take it on trust from
the credit solely of this suspicious source. ~This is particularly
clear, in the case of the New Testament, the main authority of
course foi the question here in debate. What authority was it
that fixed the sacred canon, determining in the beginning what
books were to be taken 'as inspired, and what other books nota
few were to be rejected as apocryphal or false? The authority
precisely of that very organization, which these same canonical
writings are now brought forward to convict of palpable whole-
sale unfaithfulness to its own trust; and which was in the full
career of such sad apostacy indeed, while diligently and as it
would seem most faithfully fulfilling this great commission, for
the use of the world in later sges.. The work of setiling the
canon began in the second century, but was not fully completed
before the fourth ; and then it was by the tradition and awthori-
ty of the church simply that the work, regarded through all this
time as one and the same, was brought thus to its final consum-
mation. ‘We have already ‘seen however, where the church
stood in the fourth century, and in what directjon all its forces
were tending in the third. Is it not strange, that we should -be
under obligation to such a growing mystery of iniquity for so
excellent and holy a gift, nng that caming to us in this way we
can still be so sure that every line of it is inspired, so as to make
it the only rule of our faith? 1Is it not strange that the very
Church, which had still divine tact enough for the delicate func-
tion of setling the canon, had at the same time no power to see
or feel her own glaring departures from the light of this infalli-
ble rule, but actually gloried in it as the oracle and voucher of
her claims ;—not dreaming how, after the lapse of twelve hun-
dred years, it should blaze forth into quite another signification,
and be a swift witness agninst herself, as the whore of Babylon,
the mother of abominations and lies. :
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Nor does the wonder stop here. The faithful execution of
this most responsible task of settling- the canon, and handing
down an uncorrupted Bible, for the use of all following time,
is not the only merit of the ancient church. These ages of
apostacy, as they are here considered, were at the same time, by
general . acknowledgment, ﬁes of extraordinary faith and pow-
er. Miraclesabounded. Charity had no limits. Zeal stopped -
at no sacrifices, however hard or great. . The blood of martyrs.
flowed in torrents. 'The heroism of confessors braved every !

- danger. Bishops ruled at the peril of their lives. In the cata-

logue of Roman popes, no less than thirty before the lime of;
Constantine, that is, the whole list that far with only two or
three exceptions, wear the crown of martyrdom. Nor was this
zeal outward only, the fanaticism of a name or a sect. Along
with it burned, as we have seen before, a glowing interest in the
truth, an inextinguishable ardor in mainlaining the faith once
delivered to the sainis. Heresies quailed from ils presence.
Schisms withered under its blasting rebuke. 'Thus, in the midst
of all opposition, it went forward from strength to strength, till
in the beginning of the fourth century finally we behold it fairly
seated on ‘the throne of the Cesars. And this outward victory,
as Neander will tell us, was but a faint symbol of the far moré
important revolution it had already accomplished inﬁlhe empire
of human thought, the interior world of the spirit.” Here was,
brought to pass,in the same (ime, a true creation from the bosom
of chaos, such as the world had never seen before, over ‘lirhu:l;g‘E
the morning stats sang together and the sous of God houted for
joy. In foundation and principle at least, old things, whether
of philosophy, or of art, or of morality and social life, were pass-
ed away, am{, lo, all things had become new, Thisis the grand,
argument for Christianity from its miracwlous sugcess ; of which,
Puritanism, when it suits, is ready to make as loud use asany,
patt of the church besides, as though it really believed this ans.
cient glory to be in some way after all truly and properly its own.
And yet by the same Puritanism we are told again, when anoth-
er object is in view, that the cause which thus conquered the
world by manifest supernatural power, was itself so deserted and
abandoned by its glorified King, as to be all the while rushing
at the same time towards universal apostacy and ruin, by the
mystery of sin which it carried in its own womb.! i
" "And then again, when this mystery came fully out, and:the
apostacy stood completely revealed in the form of full grown
and undisguised Popery, followed as we all know by the long
deep night of the middle ages, there wasstill no énd to the mor-
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E;ngl.:t' !!.ha misscilo?]miies that prcc‘;eded"z:r:ll:f cl?iei??flac::ll u;;e;.:.
cal bishops and holy monks, in the seyenth and eighth cen-
turies, planting chupcges successfally in th il e
Rhine. Consider the entire evan el'Y i S i iy
. igGer vangelization of th ;
f;;:ﬁ?;oi:}] : Is l1l. ?O'B a \T'cj:.r'll:%fa'ir y parallel, to znr_y]'e?;lg‘-a]rel;g 4
quest of the old Roman empire i ' ;
Hls not IE& argument of “ miraculous stlgce:s”nq::;;ﬂgl ;1%:;'3
I‘i:r:hﬁ- (t: heflﬁf ?itkaoI?zll}kol}ga:g'd lhfe theology of this old Caihc;a-
lic church, . ethics, of its ¢anon law. Th :
dral'of Cologne is no such work as thi s
Sl Vo v as this last ; the dome of St.
limely grand than the first. How -
‘:(‘ihe:t :ge l(g):ull!)h%gc{:cfl Fdeleé'lminnlions of' tharﬁiﬂh dn‘:lwsigff? g::lftl::l’
‘ries, i idst of endless agilation and strife, shoul >
steadily ‘the right’' way ; and also that th g A
“should seem 1o han sn,mmtantl o e e e
“h 3 : Y, in the -last inst
l?c:wr:'d v:}:r(lld:?fl‘ﬁf :gfai 01:}115. .!t]nd then in the aga: thanicglﬁ::vgie
how > n, that when there ‘was but | er 1o
‘build, nothing should"be done at le ol
id, _ e ast to
i tl?_s edifice of sound doctrine as it stood bel;gf:.me];:ie}:vﬂ glot:‘;g
:o s .rubﬁtsdh the Reformation found occasion to remove, it was still
mpelled ta do homage to the main body of the Ronilan theolo-
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rv as orthodox and right; and to this day Protestantism has no|
valid mission in the world, any farther than it is willing to build
on this old foundation. Iis distinctive doctrinesare of no force,
except in organic union with the grand scheme of truth, which
is exhibited in the ancient creeds and in the decisions of the first
general councils. Outoff from thig root, taken out from the
stream of this only sure and safe tradition, even the authority of
the Bible becomes unceriain, and the article of justification by
faith itself is turned into a perilous lie. In every view, we may
say, the work and mission of the church after the fourth centu-
ry continue 4o be; as they were before, the most wonderful and
solemn fact in the world. And yet, according to the theory now
in hand, it was no longer an apostatizing church merely, but a
body fully apostate, fallen from the truth, O}irosed to righteous-
ness, in league with Satan, and systematically bent on destroy+
ing all that Christ came into the world to build. Antichrist, the
man of sin, reigned terribly supreme, sitting in the temple of
God, and opposing and exalting himself above all that s called
God or that 1s worshipped.” How truly confounding the incon-
gruous combination | How perfectly self-satirical the incoherent
face of the contradiction ! :
The theory is false, Itrests on no historical bottom. The
scriptures are against it. All sound religious feeling is at wat
with it. Facts of every sort conspire to prove it untrue. Itis
a sheer hypothesis, a sort of Protestant myth we may call it; got’
up 1o serve a purpose, and hardened by time and tradition now’
into the form of & sacred prejudice ; or rather it is an arbitrary
construction, that seeks to turn into mere myth and fable the.
true history of the church. In this view we have said, that it
may fairly challenge cémparison with the famous critical sys:
tems of such men ag Strauss and Baur.’ Indeed these are in:
some respects more plausible. They teke the ground, that
Christianity as we heve it now in the New Testament is a pro-
duct properly of the second century, rather (han the true birth his-
torically of the first; that the original facts and doctrines were fat
moresimple ; that the religious imagination of the infant church,
or the spirit-of controversy among its Jewish and Gentile parties,
idealized all into mew shape.and form ; and that most of our
canonical boeoks were-then forged according to this new and
higher scheme, and  piously fathered .upon the apostles to give
them:more credit and weight. Monstrous as this representation
is, it is truly wonderful what & show of learning, critieal ‘and
historical, can be urged in its favor, enongh almost to deceive b
times the very elect themselves. And yet itis a wild' theory;
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which needs no ather force to upset it
! pset it in the end ¢ im-
ﬂ»}: ge:::m:an, that the church itself is of divine on!lga%ﬁ tI::;: nrgt
oy Themlqglbi? imposture that ever has appeared in the
o 4 em‘u e: “1 believe in the holy catholic church”
iy ver P""’edﬁ in the order of faith, as Augustine tells
o . er altlrunle: ‘ I believe in the holy inspired bible,”
oot reai] ly prevails in the heart, scatters to the wind ell
o befbmp' lEIl]lnes and subtleties in this form. The logic of
s answorrfo iEt;,t ecomes no better than a spider’s web. Dg'I‘hé
e 'Lhum’ as well as to the whole T'ibingen school
L al ]m the mystery of Christianity itself, as we
e ﬁl:'cret:i y set forth in the ancient creed. But now
the Puritan tl!f;myl’a? \:rrlll?ghh%;h: louchst{ine i
! re now . looki i
g}t:?ltlgf ‘:ﬁ;}'iowed from the clouds, and at the mlfrl:zagtfme]:: 1:13?';
i i rrfn ;md full confidence in the supernatural ?: i
e of the church, whose history it pretends to f'ollll‘g':rl:;lr
ge a wnE? To allow the suppositions of Strauss or

of Baur, is from

e very outset to diag down Christianity from

the skies, and to malke i i
ts whole signification
merely and earthly, but grossly carnal also angcéevoﬂilgh.h mﬁai:

morally impossible to conceive of its rise and growth in any

1 i
e :yh ;lgré)e,h a;ge yet ’Isook upon it as a direct revelation in any
ot 0100 t0 dretroy siat othee. - ope o 21 Shoompeiible, nd go
v g it . usieo 2
:;ieg'i I::a:;ﬂtci‘al suppositions of Puritaﬁ}ism, isto éo::esrﬁ’l'l?dﬁi‘:
i i ]:i s:ohumh nto a fiction or a dream. Fven auclfl a
g e Gﬁry zlia we have in Mosheim for instance, or ih the
i b ﬁae er with all its show of authorities is intrinsi-
e ith any real faith in this mystery, and‘can never
gt &rg.:qe-n where no antidote iz in” the way. The
e : nuf Orities, the force even of facts, turne alwa 'a- on th
point from which they are viewed. An infidel h);pmheaiz

necessarily

evil and false eye.

sees all persons and things i i i
things in the light of its
oth Mosheim and Gieseler ﬁ: thi‘; '.:rayo;“r;

very little better than Gibbon. T ir dispositi
combination of facts, is of neceu:;t; T:P;'i?: lrlﬁlsaif:;ﬁn al}';g
io

whole idea,

that the glorious things spoken of Zion in the be-

ginning ever had any truth. But the common Puritan scheme

goes farther

still in this infidel direction. It outrages all moral

verisimilitude, and joins together such contraries as by no possi-

bility can cohere in” the same real and firm belief. .

hat sane.

mind can brj:g its theory of the wholesale errors and corrup-

tions of the

y church,into any sort of harmony ‘with the
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assured feeling, that the heavenly and supernatural conditions of
its presence in the world were ever in any real sense what they
are described as being, either in the New Testaent or . in the

- ancient creeds? There is not the least doubt, but that the theo-

in fact tends directly to destro all such assurance, by the
monstrous and violent incompatibility of its own terms. his
ddes not imply indeed a formal iving up of the point in ques-
tion, as an article of so called faith. 'Thatisthe true logical end
of the contradiction. But all men have not logic; and it is
quite possible Lo carry out the rationalism in another form. The
article may be shorn of all historical connections, and thrugt ‘out
from the renl world altogether, so that the supernatural in the
case shall have no a.ctuﬁ being whatever in the bosom of the
natural, but be only as a cloud or dream floating over it and be-
yond it in Gnostie or Nestorian style. 1In such shape it may be
possible still, to believe in a holy catholic church, which was
from the very start the mere foot-ball of Satan. But in the
same way it is possible also to belieye, that the moon iz made of
green cheese. ' Y
And so we come finally to the conelusion, towards which this
discussion has been looking and reaching all elong, that there
never was in truth any such identity as Puritanism dreams be-
tween the early church and its own modern self. Tis by the-
gis of the vast and terrible revolution by which all is taken to
have fallen so goon into snother type, is unnatural, unhistorical,
irreligious, and fairly incredible ; and we have a ri%l.n. to infer
accordingly that its primary premise is false. Nosuc primeval
slate ever existed; as makes it necessary to consider the whole
subsequent history of the church an apostacy only and a grand
universal lie. Dr. Bacon and others are entirely mistaken,
when they imagine any counterpart to New England Congrega-
tionalism in the days of Ignatius and Polycarp, or please them-
selves with the thought that the martyrs of Lyons aud Vieane,
in the second century, suffered for just such views of truth as
are now preached in the pulpits of Connecticut and Massachu-
setts. An overwhelming presumption of the contrary lies befors
us in the later history of the church; and it needs only some
proper freedom from “prejudice, we will now add, to find this
presumption ‘abundantly confirmed by the historical data of this
older period itself. True, these are comparatively sparse, and
often a good deal indefinite and vague; and it is not impossible
for an adroit criticism, on this account, to twist them fto its own
mind—especially if it have carte blanche to treat as interpola-
tion or corruption every passage that may prove refractory in the
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process. But the violence of &ll such criticism appears plai
enough on its own front, and when it has made l.ﬁgeﬂma‘t) :;'nilt{
canse In this way, the proofs that stand in clear force against it

are’ still amply sufficient for the purpose now affirmed. The

force of the argument is sometimes enfeebled and obscured, by.

fixing attention too exclusively on single points i
phr;seil, and texts. But whattyha case f‘équﬁgs, is : ztdea%}r:-glalfj
:i'.; the broad issue in question as a whole, and a fair estimate of
1e teslimony or evidence concerned under the like universal
view. It is mot necessary to stickle for- this or that point separ-
ately considered ; nor is it worth while'to waste either ink or
breath, in settling the credit or fixing the sense of one clanse
lllere and another there, in the remains of Clemens Romanus
fgnat}&za, or Ireneus. 'The main question in controversy is of
far wider scope and range than any such particular eddies raised
in its bosom, and is_capable of being-brought to-some general
:I:tonclusmn_ in a much more comprehensive and summary way.
th.reg'aelrdss not so much mere prelacy, or the use of a liturgy in
ﬁ;:l or that particular form, or the positive practice of- infant bap-
. at aﬁ-}ven time, or the mode in which the water was ap-
Pplied in this sacrament whether in the case of infants or adulis
or the acknowledgment of transubstantistion and the sacrifice
of the mass—it regards not so much any one or all of these and
such like points separately taken, we say, as it does. rather the
whole idea and scheme of the church, in whick all such points
age comprehended, aod from which they déerive necessarily in
:i e end their proper significance and import. The determina-
on of these single points, we know, is of no small consequehae, .
. where it can bq fairly remhed,,_for the settlement also of lhie;
general and main question. But what we wish to gay is, that
In the case before us the main question is not thrown absolutel
or conclusively on any. particular issues of this sort, which it
mag be possible for a small criticism to envelope here and there
in dust or smoke, The general spirit and form of .early Chris>
tanity are capable of being understood from its ‘few historical
remains, especially when taken in connection with the tradition
of following times, in such manner as fairly to overwhelm the
nibbling of such mouse.like criticism at particular points, instead
of being dependent upon it at all in any way for their own au-
thority.” The sense of the whole here is 5o clear and plain, that
we have the best right o use it a3 a key or guide for the inter-
pretation of the parts, = T'ake for instance the Baptistic points of
Immersion 'an_dl the e:gclusiph of infants from the church; all
turns finaily on the light in which the sacrament of "baptism
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itselfl was regarded, and so on the view taken of the supernat-
ural constitution of Christianity ; end it requires nothing more
than the most general acquaintance with the first age of the
church, and the writings that have come down to us from that
time, to see and feel surely that the whole standpoint of Chris-
tianity then was completely different from that of the Baptists
in the present day ; sothat no proof they may ever seem Lo have
for their favorite hobbies can have any forceat all to identify the
one position with the other.  Allowing thie points of correspond -
ence they claim to be real, to what can it amount still so long as
it is plain, that the whole inward posture of the early church
was in contradiction to the unmystical, unsacramental and un-
churchly system, in which the Baptists now glory as pre emi-
nenily (heir own? The best and most sufficient defence ngainst
this system afier-all, is simply to be somewhat imbued with the
general soul of the primiuve church, as it looks foith upon us
from the writings of Ignatius, Justin Martyr, Irenzus and Ter-
tullian, With any such preparation, no one can be in danger
of mistaking the modern fiction for the ancient truth. They
belong o different worlds; and enly to be at home in the one
is necessarily to feel the other in the same measure foreign anrj
gtrange. : ; :
1t is in this general way that'we propose now, to iy briefly
the whole question here offered for our consideration. May the
Puritan system as a whole, whether carried out in the Baptistic
or in the Congregational or-in the Presbyterian form, or al owed
even fo get as far as low-church Episcopolianism, be regarded a8
constitutionally one and the same with what Christinnity was in
the second ceniury, and so by implication in the latter part also
of the first? To settle this question, we need not go minutely
into the Ignatian controversy, or any other of like accidental
and mechanical character. g{rike‘ out as u interpolatien every
passage in Ignatius (hat goes direcily for episcopacy, and for. the
argument now in hand but little is lost from the weight that
truly and. properly belongs 10 him as a wilness. For a really
thodghtful mind, this weight lies in no such texts nakedly tak-
en, but in the reigning drift and complexion of the episiles as a
whole, A very short writing in this way, such for instance 88
Pliny’s celebrated letter to Trajan, where there is any power
whatever to reproduce in the mind its historical surroundings,
may convey by its total representation far more than ooy criti-
cism can reach by mere verbal dissection. Io this way it is 'verfr_
easy, we think, to bring .the question here propounded to a full
and conclusive settlement, hatever Christianity may have
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been in the second century, and in the ags immediately follow-
ing that of the Apostles, it was not the system that isnow known
and honored as Puritanism, and least of all was it this system .
under ils most approved and complete form as it reigns at the
present time in New England.

L In-the first place, it rested throughout on a wholly differ-
ent conception of the Churck. With Puritanism, the church is
acknowledged to be divine, as having been founded originally b
Christ, and as standing still in some way under the superintend-
ence of his Spirit. But this supernatural character, in the end,
resolves itself very much into an unhistorical abstraction.© The
church is not conceived of as a real outward as well as inward
constitution, having in sach view of ils own organism as a sin-
gle whole, and keeping upa true identity with itself in-space
and time, It is of the nature rather of a school; the divinit
of it falls -back entirely upon its doctrine; or rather on the Bi-
ble which is taken to contain this doctrine, while men are left to
draw it from this source, as they best can, in a perfectly human
way. The only realization of the church after all in the world
thus, is in the form of an invisible communion, representin all
those who are happy enough, under the guidance of the oly
Ghost, o find the truth, in the way of such inward spiritual
experience, on the part of iudividuai};, there js room to. speak
still of supernatural operations reaching over into the sphere of-
our present life ; but to dream of any other supernaturalism in
the church than this, is counted dangerous superstition. The
idea of ‘the church in this way is stripped of all mystery ; it fall .
to the level of any othersocial or political institution ; to believe
initis justas easy, as to believe in the Copernican system or
the Parliament of Great Britain. It is neither catholic nor
aposiolical, except as Aristotle’s philosophy may be called Aris-
totelian for all who are satisfied . that he was the author of- it.
No divine obligation, no supernatural necessity, accordingly, is
felt to go along with any actual organization bearing this name;
a thousand organizations, wholly independent of one another,
may have equal right to such distinction ; and though all should
fail even for centuries, it would be perfectly possible to restore
the machinery again in full force, at any time, and with all its
original powers, by the help simply of the Bible, the true mag-

na charta of man’s rights and privileges in this form. The di-
vine character of the church is i no sense parallel, for Puritan~
ism, with the divine character of the bible. - It holds it for a sort
of profanity to make any such account of its heavenly authori-
ty. Theoretically and practically, Puritanism treats the actaal
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i institati - *s hands
h as & simply human institution, the work of man’s hands,
:]tllﬁrgf divine tgrze at the last tiluly ?sthmwlagsgﬁr::r?e;tmﬁ :lf
or in the sense rather of the r 5
by &-l‘]flef(;ﬁ?::s of the people is the voice of God.” The pov;ers
of the organization, and 50 of course the offices by wh;ch } ag
are to be executed, are held to come, not from above, u!t ra .
below. Itis made the glory of Christianity to be ‘pnregr a.gl‘
intensely democratic. No jure divino couslitution 15 to be ai=
lowed to the ministry, no superhuman force to ils rm}fu?:im.
The people are the fountain of right, and the basis of ad 0 31:
and law. Congregationalism completes itself in full In e_p:’.nan
ency. All comes thus to thg platfviwm of common Sense;
ar judgment and popular vote. LA
goebgol:g 11:0 i‘:unlnl I.{]e gtruth or wrﬂtg of this theory, in itself con-
sidered, that we are here required to discuss; we merely aﬁ;x:.m X
that it is in no sort of harmony with theidea of the church 3' ic
revailed in the second century. This might be conﬁdeﬁ] gdm—
?errad indeed from the simple fact, acknowledged on & s; lela,
that the ruling features of the later church system come fully
into view in the next century, as the only scheme knownﬂ;}:
thought of throughout the Christian world. To imagine ;
Puritan ideal, as we have it now ezemphﬁpd in New Eng}m ;
turning itself over, by complete somerset, in the course of on
century, into_the pattern of things presented for msmn‘:a in
Cyprian or the Apostolical Constitutions, without so muc afa
historical whisper to show when or how the prodigious rgol;.!-
tion was brought to pass, is much like pretending lo lake Gu l:
ver's travels or the stories of Sinbad the Sailor for sober tt;m :
But besides this, the authorities of the second century 1ise "I?hr:
full against the whole faucy which is here in guestion. oo
drift and spirit of every writing that has come down to us r{;
this time, look quite a different way. T'o read Ignatius, tm - e:'l
lycarp, or Justin Martyr, or Ireneus, or Tertul mnl,ls I 0 s
onrselves surrounded in the very act with a churchly e eme.ri 3
a sense of the mystical and supernatural, which fallsbm ea?j:
enough with the later faith of the primitive ghurch,hpt not &
all with the keen clear air of modern Puritanisi, as t 11:; sweeﬂs
either the heaths of Scotland or the bleak hills of New nilnn :
We need nat stop here to settle the precise polity of the ¢ 1.;lrcm
at every point, in the age after the Apostles. Itis epot:ng_ :
know, that all proceeded on a view of its gupernatursl rig ft‘rm.nd
powers, which was exactly the reverse of what we have foun
to be the Puritan scheme. The church was Fonmdered I&dmys-t
tery, an object of faith, & supernatural fact in the world, no
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based at all on the will of me
e W n, but on the commission-of Chri
il::rgu::ro gi_ l:vl;ﬂ;l:in waai-hsld ex;.indecl from the ?p%i\gg;g:
' g ime. It was taken to rest on the mini
gh;:ilt \;._r::)s n:e;g;;d;cel accualc]itng}y-us having it otigin an dr:.ilntmz
3 ) opie, but from God. The fdea of
:;a;l:eqr sll:npg ])DP]I‘J ar constitution in the case ﬁnill; %aﬂzﬁg
it I;Eoln ?-a the:: t ::sl?}?;egt; thisbprgce?ds throughout on the
owerg both of doctrine and -
ment, for the church, start from abov e
| e and not f; elow ;
Eg:;t,olajfnlds }:?1 rool ‘oF all fg[))IIIowing ministerial ?mp:::;izg ;'u::]c?
y conformable with this, is the the
actual order of the church in ok it poioi
: the period’ of which w
Isgelzi{. ﬁ:?.z ?lt?l}; %Egaai here evenhto Clement of Bome%nnﬁ::
. 1 century, who in a memorable e
(o i 545 st oy o i
lers, of a divine o i i
gﬂr;-::;il ::; ll:u -H}alt_.l oé tgethvitical priesthood ;u?erl?hglg?dogiz
t, ich God bad shown himself so jeal
tl;e ministry of his servant Moses,' To quof: I;'naililzs'];:?ut%z
?5 i}:lgenfriﬂ point, may be taken as perfectly superfluons. It
e es:?t:lo: .; ;:l::}rewh'e 'b:a.‘.u-ai di;act witness for eﬁiscopacy, that
Y 18 of weight ; the force of it lies rather in the uni-
versal tone of hisseveral epistles. Iti i wid, thes th
I 8. 1s sometimes said, that
;?llgcapnl passages have the air of being inlerpolalior’as fhrtftla‘:
: e text from alater But any one may readily ‘see the
contrary, who will take the trouble of reading the ' text with his
:::deyfes, for the purpase of getling out of it its own sense in-
5 w;. puliiag inlo it a sense to suit himself.” Their is noth,
ofgthe atever mhthese passages at variance with the reigning tone -
b t‘-plﬂgﬁs, ut on the contrary they are in full keeping with
his throughout.” There is hardly a sentence or a line indeed

God e apostles had their office from Christ,” he tells us, “ Christ from
acw;diney t:eéid sent by him as he was sent by God. Both in right order
o wen?f 3 8 will.” Clothed with full power after his resurrection

reyside orth and fourded chutches on all sides, appointing tried men to
g’nse nfn:;:i'e :tmpra:pll:;f;u ] .l nd ;!;acu'lz‘u. which was only fulfilling the
»Is.1x: 17 This they did, in vi

. :rnir:efo:;r::ssmn,‘to jrevent eon tgnli ons such as :rhe; 'l’r;:wv:::?': ]?l:alu;-ag
rmgﬁ.mem :?stnmfj'c{ -‘ hf 535';5 r:p{);mt these first officers, but “ they made ar-
mii::r il}uu]d sneceed to their p’lsd:.t"wmn DT G S

*This is well shown hy that most profound and i ichard

ﬁ?ﬁ:go?i:; :rro_::eentitl_edu“!)ie a&nmn'ge der uhﬁi?!‘il;;ecnntxl?:’cnh:.“’ﬁ:hm
se epistles, and the whole subject of itntion

the early church, are handled in a truly masterlylntyl: s )
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in Ignatius, that is nob in spirit fully opposite to Puritanism, on
the great question of the church. He has in his mind always

* the mystical order of the creed, according to which the fact of

the incarnation underlies in a real way the fact of the church,
as the carrying out of the same wonder for faith. In corres-
ondence with the real union of divinity and humanity. in
Christ, his mystical body must have a real historical and visible
being in the world as well asan invisible spiritual character, and
this must of necessity carry along with it in such view the altri-
butes of unity and catholicity, as the signalure of its superhu-
man authority. Hence the stress laid on the hierarchy, as the
bond, not from below but from above, of that glorious sacra-
mentum unitatis on which was felt to hang the virtue and value
of all grace in the church besides. Hence the holy martyr’s
borror of all schism. Obedience to the church is, in his view,
obedience to Christ; to be out of communion with the bishop,
in rupture with the onealtar he guards and represenis, is to have
no part at the same time in the kingdom of God.! The unity
must be somatic, as well as spiritual.® To fall away from this
bond, is taken o be a falling away o the same extent from‘the
lively sense of the mystery of the incarnation,a species of Gnos-
ticism which turned the flesh of the Son of God into a mere
phantom, and so robbed the Gospel of its heavenly power. For
those who resolve Christ in this way inte a phantowm or abstrac-
tion, according to Tgnatius, make themselves in the end to be
without either substance ot strength ; oll true christian strength
comes from an apprehension of the whole mystery here in view
as something historically and enduringly real. With this ngrees
again, as all know, the teaching of Irensus in the Intter part of
the second century, as it bas come down to us particularly in his
celebrated work against heretics ; and the same views substan-
tially are presented to us also by Tertullian and Clement of Al-
exandrin.
" IL. The contrary schemes of the church just neticed, involve
with a sort of inward logical necessity different and contrary
views also of the ministry, and of its relations to the body of
the people. Puritanism makes the ministers of religion to be
much like county or town officers, or sees in them at best only
good religious counsellors and teachers, whom the people create

! My whavaods ddehpor pov it.ﬂ; extlorre axovhovder Bavheray Grov 0% KAnpovaper, Ad

Philad. e. 3.
2 fya drwmis 7 separin ¢ ket revparcen, Ad Magnes. e I, 18.



642 Early Christianity. [NovemBER,

for their own use and follow as far as to themselves may seem
good. It spurns the whole idea of a divinely established hierar-
chy, drawing its rights and powers from heaven, and forming in
its co?orate character the bond of unity for the church, the
ground of its perpetual stability, and the channel of all commu-
nications of grace toit from Him who is its glorified head, Eve-
1y view of this sort runs counter to the democracy of the system,
and does violence to ils rationalism and common sense. It has
no power constitutionally to believe in any really supernatural
order reaching here below the time of the Apostles; and it must
have accordingly the same guaranties for freedom precisely,
which it is accustomed to ask and lean upon in the case of pure-
ly human and civil relations. Hence the vast account it makes
of the popular element in all ecclesiastical interests and concerns,
its zeal for the parity of the cle , its deep seated hostility to
the idea of the priesthood, as well as to all pontifical allusions or
associations, in any connection with the work of the christian
ministry. s
But now how different from all such thinking, is the light in
which the ministry is found to stand in the second century, We
need not go into’ any minute examination of the ecclesiastical
polity which then prevailed. The question is not primarily
whether there were three orders of clergy, or two, or only one;
. whether the bishops of Ignatius wers diocesan in the modern
sense, or simply parochial; but this rather, What relation did
 the overseership of the church bear to the mass of its members ?
And this, we say confidently, was neither Congregational nor
Presbyterian, in the established sense of these distinctions at the
present lime. Let any one look into the writers already named,
especially Ignatius and Irenzeus, s0 as to catch at all their gen-
eral tone and spirit, and he will feel it to be no better than ur-
lesque, when Dr. Bacon allows himself to transfer to the scene
of Smyrna or Lyons, in the second century, the picture he him-
self gives us of what he takes to he the repristination of the
primitive church in thislatter city in our own day.' The imag-

'4The meeting which I attended was a meeting of the brotherhood for
mutual conference and inquiry, It was held in a school-room, and very
much resembled a Congregational church meeling in New Bogland. There
was, however, one obvious difference. Those brethren were not merely
concerned with the working of & system defined and understood in all its
details, and familiar to'them from their childhood. With the New Testa-
ment in their hands, they were inquiring after principles and rules of
church order ; and the guestion which then chiefly ocenpied their attention,
and seemed somewhat to divide their opinions, was whether the govern.
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’E;!;. haeres. III. 3, § 2.
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type of modern Presbyterianism. The bishops of i
Polycarp, and Irenzus, however small may hgze beﬁ%n?'tigis;
charges, were not simply Presbyterian pastors. They hnave alto-
gether a different look, and hold an entirely different relation, to
the people “over whom they preside. Their rule is not indeed
lordly, but neither is it simply representative and demoeratic: it
is patriarchal rather, but at the same time an actual epiacoﬁata
or oversight, derived from the chief Shepherd, at once supreme
and self-sacrificing, in the full' spirit of 1 Pet. v: 1-4, The
order altogether is that of a hierarchy, The pastors are at the
same time priests; and pontifical ideas fall in with their minis-
try easily and naturally from every side. The altar at which
they sewve is not merely a cold metaplor ; and the sacrifice they
offer upon it is mystical indeed, but nevertheless aw(ully and
sublimely real. In one word, the system contains in element
and germ at least the whole theory of the church that is more
fully presented to us afterwards, in the writings of Cyprian and
Augustine. There is no-contradietion belween the two schemes.
The first lows over without any sort of violence or effort into
the last ; and becomes hard (o understand, only when inquisito-
rial theorisis put it to the rack, for the purpose of forcing from it
a sense and voice which are not its own,* )

IIT. This leads v natorally to the consideration of a third
general and broadly palpable difference between Puritanism and
the early church, that namely which appears in the view they
take of the /oly sacraments. The modern gyslem owns no
real mystery either in baptism or the Lord’s supper. It takes
them indeed for divine institutions; but the sense of them is al-
together natural only and human. They carry in them no ob-
Jective force, have no power whatever io present what they rep-
reseat; they are taken (o be signs only or pictares of a grace
which exists not in the sacraments themselves, but out of 1herr:
and beyond them under a wholly different form. Any virtue
they have is from_the activity of the worshipper’s mind, moved
it may be by the Spirit of God to.make good use of the ontward
. and natural help to devotional thoughts and affections, which is
thus placed within ifs reach. All beyond this is held to be si-
perstition ; and the sacramental system in particular of the
Catholic church, as well as the whole doctrine of the real pres-

—

* This is shown, with what appears to us to be the most trismphant eyi-
dence.'by Richard Rothe, in the great work to which we have beg:r:nre:‘:r-
red, Die Mnfdnge d. chr. Kirche, particularly in the third book.
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‘ence in it Protestant form-also;is denounced and discorded as

a purely-diabolical figment, broughtin under the Papacy in com-
plete contradiction to'the original sense of (he Gospel, and with-
out the least ground or reason-in the practice of the church asit
stood in the beginning: ' s o
It might seem plain to any. child, that if any such low. view
had prevailed. in the :gecond century, it-must ‘have required a
miracle to place ‘the entire chureh,in its doctrine of the sacra-
ments, where we find it to be in the fourth century, or to lead it
over even in half a dozen cenluries to so nstounding n tenet as
that of transubstantintion, with like. universal and at the same
time profoundly poiseless and peaceful revolution.  But the
second century can ensily enough speak here for itself.. And so
clear and full'in trutliis it voice on the whole subject, that we
venture to sny no one can listen to it atentively, having any sort
of confidence nt the same time in the true apostolicity of its
faith, and vot be inspired with & feeling of downright horror, in
view of ‘the deep yawning gulph by which this is found to be
sundered from whut we have just now seen to be the modern
system. ' Right or ywrong; Puritanism is in its sacramental doc-
trine & grand “apostacy, not only from what' Protestuntism was
designed to be in the beginning, but also from the fuith of the
enrly church as it stoed in the days of Pothinus and Ireneus.
The martyrs of Lyong must -have drawn back aghost from the
view of baptism and the holy eucharist now cciumonly. preva-
lent in New England ; while their venerable bisheps, no doubt,
would have pluced it in one category with the nuinerous heresies
of the time, that went dircetly to overthrow the real appearance
of Christ-in the flesh, . e gl T
Passing over bapiism, let us fix our.altention oh (he sacrament
of ‘the blessed eucharist.. «Nothing can be clearer at first glance,
tlian that the futhers of this period. make vasly more of the in-
stitution than is at all answerable to the natu ral and simple light
Cinowhich it is regarded. by Paritanisin.  They lny great stress
on its doctrinul significance, as being in some vital way. related
1o the mystery of the incarnation;and: conditioning the whole
fuith-and life of the church; and'th om. refer to it, with-
out bringing inio_view (the idea of its mystical supernatural.im-
port. Ignativs. takes the real presence of the euchurist to be
organically related to the truth and realuess of the Saviour’s hu
manity, and upbraids the docetic. Gnostics, (who acknowledged
thus’also the force of the connection,) with abstaining from the
mstitulion; bécause they “had ever
assumed “anything more. y.
VOB, II[.—NO. Vi,
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“They refrain from the service” i
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_ ning belief of the church, Tt ics
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terms in an improper and merely figurative sense, it seems that
t.he.:{l were still compelled to yield here to the pressure of the
catholic faith, and to admit thus an actual presenceof the Saviour’s

glorified body, whatever that might be, in this sublime mystery ;
and no evidence could well be stronger than this, for the univer-
sal and vital authority of this faith in the church itself at the
time. To deny the possibility of the resurrection, according to
Trenaeus, involves this consequence: * That neither the cup of
the eucharist is the coramunication of his blood, nor the breacl
which we break the communication of his body ; for it is not
blood, unless it be from his veins and his flesh, and the rest of
that human substance, by which he became truly the Word of
God.” Again: “ Since wé are members of him, and live from
the natural crention, which he furnishes to us for this end, caus-
ing his sun to risé and sending rain according to his own plea-
sure; he has proclaimed (he cu) which is of the natuaral crea-
tion to be hisown blood, from which he moistens our blood, and
has established the bread which is of this ereation to be his own
body from which he nourishes our bodies.” And still forther:
K ﬂyhan therefore the natural cup and bread, by receiving the
word of God at consecration, are made the eucharist of the blood
and ‘body of Christ, by which the substance of our flesh is ad-
vanced and upheld, how can they. deny that the flesh is capable
of the gift of God, which is eternal life, since it is nourished by
the blood and body of Christ and is bis member? Even as the
blessed Apostle saye in his Epistle to the Ephesians, We are
members of his body, vf his flesh and of lis bones ; not speak-
ing of the spiritual and invisible wan, (for spirit has. neither
bones nor flesh,) but of 1hat constitution which is tuly human,
consisting of flesh and nerves and bones, which is nouriched |
from the cup that is his blood and from the bread that is hig
body. And as the slip of the vine laid in the ground brings
forth fruit in its time, and the grain of wheat falling into the
earth and undergoing decomposition rises manifoldly by God’s
Spirit, through which all things are upheld ; which then by the
wisdom of God come (b be for the usé of man, and receiving
the word of consecration become the eucharist, which is the
body and blood of Christ : so also our bodies nourished by this,
and laid nway in the earth and dissolved into it shall rise again
in their time, the Word of God bestowing thie resurrection upon
them to the glory of God the Father.”* Inanother place, Iren:

¥ Adv. haeres. v % §. 2, 3, e e
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recéived, as of fundamental consequence in the christian sys-
tem ; and that the doctrine therefore stood in no sort of harmo-
ny with the common Puritan view of the present time. The
martyrs of Lyons and Vienne died in full hope of the sesutrec-
tion 3 but this hope was based on a species of renlistic sacrnmen-
talism here, which we feel very sure would bring upon themn
now through all New England the chaige of gross su peretition,
and leave no room for them whatever within the magic ring of
its  evangelical sects.” '

IV, A like wide contrast between the early sysiem and the
modern comes into view, in the next place, when we look at
(heir different theories in regard to the rule of faith.

1t ie a primary maxim with Puritaniem, that the Bible alone
is the rule-and ground of all religion, of all that men are requir-
ed to believe or do in the service of God. 1n this sacred volume,
we are told, God has been pleased to place his word in full, by
special inigimﬁon , as o supernatural directory for the use of the
world to the end of time; for the very purpose of providing o
sufficient authority for faith, that might be independent of all
human judgment-and will. 1f it be asked, how the Bible isto .
be interpreted and made available as a rule of fi nith, the answer
is that every man must interpret it as he best can for hig own use,
under the guidance of God’s Spirit, and with such helps as he
may happen to have at his command. In other words, the ulli-
mate tribunal for the exposition of God’s word is private judg-

ment. No other tribun:&oinn be regarded as of any legitimaie
authority or right. All tradition especially, pretending in any
way to over-tule private judgment, is to be firmly rejected os
something inimical (o the rights of reason and conscience. What
men can see to be taught in (he scriptures is 1o be of force for
them as revelation, and what they cennat see to be so taught
there is to be of ne such force. 'The great matler accordingly
is to place the bible in every men’s hands, and to have him able
to read it, that he may then follow it in his own way. The
idea seems to be, that the bible wag published in the first place
as a sort of divine formulary or text bool for the world to follow
in matters of veligion, and that the church rested on no other
ground in the beginning for its practices or doctrines, appealing
to it and building upon it in a perfectly free and original way
after the fashion of our modern sects ; 10 which view it is to be
counted still t(he foundation and pillar of the truth, so that the
dissemination of its printed.text throughout the world, without
note or comment, is the one thing specially needful and special-
ly to be relied upon for the full victory of Christianity, from sea
10 sea and from the river to the ends of the earth. ;
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that the arduous and responsible task of setiling the canon was
brought to a complete close, although the main parts of it were
acknowledged and in general use probably before the middle of
the second.

These are difficulties, we say, which fiom the Puritan stand-
point it is by no means easy to meet. But we do not press them
at present. ~ What we wish to hold up to view is the clearly evi-
dent fact, that the church of the second century was not Puritan
but Catholic, in its conception of the rule of faith, concurring
here in its whole habit of thought with the order that actually
prevailed, as just now siated, in the first planting of Christianit
in the world, The sacred books are indeed referred o wi
high veneration in this age, s they are in all subsequent times
of the Catholic church, but never under an such abstract and
independent view, as they are made to carry in the private-judg-

ment sect system of the present day. Of a bible, out of which
every man was to fetch the doctrines and practices of religion
he best could with the bucket of his own common sense, these
early Christians had nol so much as the most remote imagina-
tion. They own the inspiration of the scriptures and apiseal to
them as the norm and measure of their faith ; but it is only and
always as they are taken to be comprehended in that general

wadition of infallible truth, which had come down from the
Apostles in aliving way by the church. "The bible was for
them the word of God, not on the outside of the church, and as
a book dropped from the ekies for all sorts of men to use in their
own way, but in the bosom of the church alone, and in organic
union with that great system of revelation of which this was
acknowledged to be the pillar and ground. Sundered from that
organism, cut off from the living stream of catholic fradition,
the holy oracles in the hands of heretics were considered as
eliorn ofall their force. Such men a8 Irenzus and Tertullian had
no idea of sitting down, and debating points of doctrine with the
Gnostics out of the bible, in any way owning at all their
right to appeal to it as an independent rule; just as litle as it
ever entered into their heads probably to put the people, ¢ with
the New ‘Testament in their hands,” on im}uiring “into the prin-
ciples-ond rules of church government,” after the demacratic
fashion of the nineteenth century. They will not allow the
heretics to put their cause on any gronnd of this sort ; they cut
them off by prescription, that is, by the clear title of the regular
church to the succession or tradition of Christianity, as it had
been handed down, under the broad seal of its original charter,
from the time of the Aposiles. Some notice has been taken be-
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fore fo whi
t:f?c:lfs::myﬁ lnr which Ireneeus appeals to the known apos-
s of 31 the bishops in his time, and their collective
Sty Jlo he truth, bringing all to centre and culminate
efeespeieg e principal see. This constitution, and no other
sl e organ of unity both in doctrine and government ;
nathcy el.:y and schism.  “ It is necessary to hearken to the
E:.ve e mnt e church,” he tells us (Adv. haer. iv. c. 20), who
s i::u:e\sm.orl from the Apostles, and along with the suc-
g ol e l?plscopnte have received the certain gift of truth
5 8.{){ to 'Il‘ ha good pleasure of the Father.” Again (iv. ¢
byt e ‘hn true knowledge (yvaos) is the doctrine of the
e wh. lde ancient constitution (svornua) of the church in
ts & world, and the character of the body of Christ accord
tles) haveecf}lggi?&nﬁ:oefcmfmblfsgaps’ s Syt R Apos:
. L in every place.” 'The
i n{l :;r: r:::gny and varinble, but the dn]:,trine of the cEg:'tfl ?:
vty ];m%mg all over the world ; “she preserves the tra-
syl g QFOUgh spread throughout the earth, with the
el 111)3 if she occupied but one house ; and f}eliaves it
i) Bt nl;l: o:]le soul and one heart ; and proclaims, teach-
ol urrr ; with marvellous ngreement, as if she had
o b il he languages used are indeed different, but
s g t 81 lradmon_ls still ove and the same” (i. 10. 2
i s wr-it?' ). Aguin (jii. 4. §. 1.): «If the Apostles had
i Pgs, ought we not still to follow the rule of that
s l;grl Iﬂwj’; anded over (o those to whom (bey com-
do ol 1o o c:;ﬁ To this rule many nations of barbarians
it Iflt, ‘I‘I ich believe in Christ, and have his salvagjon
carefully fgifo;ingc’]ig?rﬁil‘ﬁslgh ]’?k gr paptiz]r ks herﬁ"ﬁa,
Jowing ! c.’ ecially striking i
mﬂge i\Pi;::::I c.24.8§.1,, where this lracﬁticn iz matl;e E)l:a[r[;;
s ement, reudering itinfallible ; gathering itself u
Bold fropn ystery of that faut}{ “which ‘we have received unﬁ
iJiil{r church, and which the Spirit of God continuall
impard fe a precious jewel in n good casket, imparting to yl
o I?enssfx‘s,o '!11115 own perennial yontﬁ?” Such is the testi?nonlr
i ertu”.-lan.:ls, if possible, still stronger in the samje
me‘nlaligna |fam. He w;l[ koow nothing of any private argu
et o lh’ rom l!le scriptures or any other source; all rné:ls;
el gs.rfmshmg weight of ecclesiastical tradition. Chiis-
o o f St I e, M
m tt . Truthi ip wi
. churches derived by regular succession frm:? {;léo:;mﬂe‘:{thtlg;
b ¥

bave collectively but one doctrine; and whatever disowns this
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order, is without farther examination to be. rejected as false.
His whole tract on the Prescriptionof Heretics rests on this
view, and might be quoted here with effect. The heretics have
1o right to appeal to the scriptures. These belong only to the
church. She may say to them: ¢ Who are you'! Whence do
you come? What business have you strangers with my proper-
ly? By what right are you, Marcion, felling my trees? By
what authority are you, Valentine, (urning the course of my
sireams? Under what pretence are you, Apelles, removing my
jand-marks? The estate is mine; why do you other persons
presume to work it and use it at your ‘pleasure? The estate is -
mine; I have the ancient, prior possession of it} have the title
deeds from the original owners. "I am the heir of the Apostles;
they made their will, with all proper solemnities, in my favor,
while they disinherited and cast you off as strangers and ene-
inies.” Tertullian had no idea of making exegesis the mother

of faith.!

Is it necessary to say, that the fuith of the second century, as

here portrayed, is something very different from the reigning
evangelical scheme of the present doy? No honest student of
history, we think, can fuil 1o see and confess, that the doctrine
of Treneus and Tertullian on the relation of the bible to the
church is essentially one and the same with that which is elearly
presented aflerwards by Chirysostom and Augustine, and thatin
tound at lenst it is very much like the Catholic doctrine as op-
sed 10 Protesiantisin in modern times.
V. Take next the order of doctrine. Single traths have their

proper value and force, not merely in themselves separal ely tnk-

en, but in the place they occupy a8 paris of the whole systein to

which they belong. Myuch depends then on the order in which

they are held. The docirinul scheme of the ewly church has
come down to us in the Apostles’ Creed. Into the queslion of
the origin of this symbol, it is not necessary now 1o enter. Iis
universal prevalence in the fourth century is itself argument
enough for a thinking mind, that it must have come down from
{ime immemorial before in substantially the same form; but in-
dependently of this, it is abundantly plain from the writers of
the second century, that the whole ilealogy of that period wos
shaped in the mind of the churchon this model at least, nnd on
no ather. But this at once conditions and deternines its uni-

e,

1 See Rothe’s work before quoted ; also MGhler’s Patrologie, pp. 344-357,
737-748. o : _ . e
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versal character, setting it in close affinity with the later theoloEy
of the Catholic church, and placing it in broad contrariety to the
Puritan scheme of doctrine as we now meet with it in New
England.  Puritavism, by its abstract epiritualistic character, has
lost the power to o great extent of understanding both the old
creed, and the catholic theology of which it was the foundation ;
and with a certain feeling of superior maturity is disposed gen-
enally to put the whole away as somewhat childish and out of
date. The objection is not'so much to single points in them-
selves considered ; for most of these may be translated into some
modern sense ; but it holds rather against the order in
which they are put together, the architecture of the creed, itd
reigning animus, its too much of one thing and its oo little or
nothing at all of another. The sound of it is uncomfortably
mystical, sacramenta! and churchly. Puritanism knows very
well in its inmost soul, that no such creed is the symbol exactly
of that form of belief which it now parades as its own, and as
being at the same time the only true and perfect sense of the
hible. It would never have produced any creed of this sort. It
sees all truth in a different order, and holds itin quite other pro-
pottions and relations. When it undertakes to give us a creed
w foct, (as it is rendy to'do commonly at a moment’s warning
and to any order,) the product is something very different from
the ancient symbol of the Apostles.*

! Bee an article entitled “ Puritanism and the Creed,” in the Mercersbarg
Review for November 1849, published at the;same time also as n separate
tract. It will be remembered, that the Puritan Recorder, of Boston, plainly
ncknawledﬁed “that the Creed and Paritanism have not a kindred spirit,”
and that only by courtesy it found a place originally in Puritan formularies
aod catechisms, “Its life and spirit,” it was said, ¥ never entered into the
life of the Puritan churches; and consequently it now exists among us as
some fossil relic of by-gone ages, And we look with a sort of pity upon
those who are laboring to infuse life into it, and to set it op as a living ruler
in the church. We are free to confess, that this Creed has forsaken the
Puritans, and gone over to hecome (he idol and strength of all branches of
anti-puritanism. And there are good reasons ; for Puritanism builds on the
Seriptures, and this Oreed teaches, in several respects, anti-scriptural doe-
wines!” Tt should have been said rather, that Puritanism has forsaken the
Creed; breaking away at the same time from the faith of the universal
charch as itstood in the second century, and while itaccepts the bible from
the hands of this same church, cooly turning round and saying to it: You
never understood your own scriptures ; we know what they mean, and you
and your creed may go to thetomb of the Capulets, We have never heard
of any repudiation of this monstrous sentiment, on the part of the interest
thus represented by the Puritan Recorder, and take it for granted therefore
that it is nothing more than a true pictare after all of what must be eon-

sil:lsrag here a general falling away from the regula Jidei of the primitive
church.
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There is areal difference, as regards the Stmtde;’tﬁegifg‘-
Christian doctrine between the Patnistic system 11.1}11 g
jsm in its oviginal proper form. More than m:.e‘l e
thing of the experience given in the fol]lam’? 8tri F k}: g
from Thiersch. ¢ It is a strange impression,” e rltlsma 1 e
work on the Canon, p. 280, “ that the church fat! tirs frn::‘l i
one who first enters on the study of them, unde;d i: ;elith =
of a merely Protestant consciousness. hﬁo f;&; gl ]
writer himself. Nurtured on the best that the ot
books of devotion contain, and trained theologlc(;\ % i Dt
trines and interpretations of the orthodox pe(l!m oh o
ism, he turned finally to thehfnlhpra.lhe“l’)iléi ! :ie:g fo <o
how strange it appeared to him In o e
i ; formed the spring © :
nothing of those truths, which ; ety e
igi i i the sinner ypust tread O
religious life, nothing of the Wl;y el gl v
the Divine favor, ing
o s ke d of forgiveness, nothing of
ist’s merit as' the only ground of lorg i g%
g:llllinunl repentance and ever new recourse ;o‘ Ilnl;e'?;.irl‘i‘:énb;
ok g vl ol'f' lhl: h}gh gmtli?:: 1::!? \:eight '\'vus laid on
liever., Instead of this, be foun ¢ ey
i i ivi the right knowledge o
the incarnation of the Divine Logos, on e
; ' rorshi bjective mystery o ]
the great object of worship, on the o A o
ity ¢ i tion between cre y
nity and of Christ’s Person, on the connec e
i storation of the creature along
redemption, and the future res . Frpeishemaigh e
the glorification also of man’s body, on t o
reality of the operations of Divine grace e \
g:lm:ls? ‘;;ut}lrla was eugbled. Erad ually to 11\;: v:lﬁg:s?:ft:{: ;0 ;l;;;
e of thought, and without giving up, e
?ni(zl\lliﬁ:dabla in the Lutheran Protesiant cunsmnusnea?, to u?r[e;fa
its onesidedness by a living appropnat}or: ?E alhei-rl:l:r?o?gl{\ : préa-
fathers. He soon saw, that over agamst (b ot osiiphryge - o
ime, its pantheism and fatalism, 1s spiritun d n
e?;!'r::?:;’o:l ulgalhe significance of the corporeal, the c?}ufth gggfg
E decided taking up again of what ils :ruelml Lhitisfl?::a !3.112 :i]cient
¢, and av assipilation of her whole lle 1
(I;Eal(?efiﬁ?n: spirit and idea first, u8 outward r.e_lu.uou]s ::le; n;:; ;15
ler haman control. This old primitive chu (
gﬁ:it;]ﬁi[se:iew more and more in its full splendor,. in llisuzl(:mcf
beauty, of which only fragmentary linenments l;ue o er.ldaug”
nised in the churches, cai: fessions li_\ncl S?l{::ifoinil : ee f.fl?;eﬁ i]]’eri'.nt
Thiersch here finds Protestantism 1is dy
istianity ; whi holds it however, in its leg
from early Ghrlsnamtr ; while he holds it h gl o g
acler, capable of a living conjunctio
Eisillf, tl:!lllzflgh c,u.rging in itself a fearful tendency to full away
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from it altogether; a tendenc ich i i
ta r ¥, which is now getting . -
I of i I ey plocs ot e o s
f : t rmer ideas. at he has hi
%nl::l:hdmtelym the rationalism surrounding him ?I;s.Geey:mi;;on
e e ie:ﬁiancy is not I:mEu-:d to that form of open unbelief,
systemm iiit fgfrzgl:l:ihg'o?hgmn-l E‘tpﬂuimatw the whole sect
stem. ; er soul of Puritanism. This i
?Ji%l:?;;olzf:lti?;a?:gfi l;:arryl.n% inf i§1 the possibility mareslywo?(};
. € mind of the ancient ¢ 3 it i
{.Iﬁls pOSSI!:(lilllf.}' actually vealized. Itis a grcnwtll1 ucr;:l}'rlu,ﬂ:tg;t l’:
. t:sn(la:ngfsxcz,ﬁ\:ll;;;hdgecf;?;s no\xir] all orﬁamc agreemnent with the
€ as (his stood in the beginning. Th
two schemes of thought are quite g st be sk
: part, and c¢an never
- ::} ?:stgigll::;n\::_t‘h ti::m y sort of Bymmeiry or ease, Plu E?ar?i:g\‘:
Ap‘?}llea’ % reed.i ution, ignores and abjures the old sense of the
. Look finally at the subject of fuith in mi Iti
' f iracles.

:}]ell kpon]n, that the em-l({ church nn{ifmly helievedkﬁ"mﬂ?il:
lIe (r-;iilmc es of Christ and his Aposiles, as well as in those of
he Old Tesimnent_. but I:md a most firm persuasion also that the
;nme_ ]}owqr was still actively displayed in her own bosom, and
wt it lay in her commission in lruli: to look for its revelation
zI\:; -occnslm? might require, * always to the end of the world.”
iiom if{er_:em]ly admitted even among Protestants not openly ra-
- nalistic, (though some feel it necessary with the celebrated Dr
onyers Middleton to take different ground through fear of Po-
pery,) that many supernatural signs and wonders were wrought
Juhthe service of Christianity during the first three ages Bgu'l
:\r s;itwe have to do with just now is not so much the actual
ll‘ul of these miracles, as the state of mind on the port of the
;‘.H.lrch itself, by which they were considered possible, and which
Ie to their bemgi:; readily received on nll sides as n:;thing more
than the natural and pro{:er fruit of the new religion. The
apologmrsr ilppea! to them boldly as notorious facts. ~ Both Iren-
‘mug and Tertallinn chalienge ihe heretics (o prove their authori-
ler y niracles, as the church did hers in every direction ; and
l 1e proofs mentioned are such as giving sight to the blind and
rearing (o the deaf, casting out devils, healing sicknesses, and
even raising the dead to life. o question the fact of miracles
J}i‘:) Ih(?- church, would have been in this period equivalent to
{ :;fuught infidelity. It lay in the whole sense the church then
lu}_ foi{’ the realness and nearness of the supernatural world, in
;ler:de L apprehension ‘of the living communion in which che
ood. with it throngh Christ, that such demonstrations of its
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presence should be regarded as most perfectly possible, and in
some sort as a maiter of course. Her idea of faith was such,
as of itself involved this from the very start.
But who needs to be told, how different from all this the tone
of thought is that now pervades the universal empire of Puri-
tanism? The difference is not in the mere want of miracles;
though that is something too for a thoughtful mind ; it appears
rather, under a more alarming and affecting view, in the want
of power to exercise faith in anything of the sort. Puritanism
pretends indeed to great faith in the invisible and supernatural ;
just as the Gnostics did also in ancient times. But its faith, like
theirs, is in the language of Ignatius wondeifully asomatic and
unrenl. The action of the supernatural is remanded by it to
the world of mere thought. CGod works miracles now in the
souls of his people; and away back in the shadow land of the
past, he wrought them by special dispensation also under a more
outward form. But the age of such proper wonders is long since
past. It is unsofe to speak of them after the third century, and
not very wise to lay much stress on (hem even in the second.
All pretensions to anything of the sort may be set down at once,
and without any examination, as purely “ lying wonders.” Such
we all know to be the reigning habit of thought here, witls this
opular system. Dr. Middleton’s theory suits it to a title, and
is drawn as it were from its very soul. Puritanism hos no faith
in miracles answerable at all to what prevailed in the early
chureh, no power we may say to believe them in the same way.
Tis inward relation to the world from which miracles come, is by
no means the same, 'The difference is notin the judgment ex.
ercised in regard to this particular miracle or that, but in the total
frame of the mind with regard to the universal subject. This
is mot fuith, but absolute scepticism, just as complete ns any-
thing we meet with in Gibbon, Voltaire, or Hume.!
The martyrs of Liyons knew nothing of such scepticism. It
required another sense of the “ powers of the world to come,”

' Both the N.Y.Observer and the N.'¥ Churchman, representing but
too foithfully we fear the spirit of their respective communions, noticed not
long since with pure derision a sermon by Dr., Forbes, the late convert to
Romanism, in defence of the idea that I.:{'nrist has continued to fulfl his

romise of miracles in the later ages of the church. The misery of all
his is, not that this or that wonder of. papular belief in the Catholic church
may be shown to be false and ridiculous, but that the basis on which alone
any such popular beliefs are made possible, the sense namely of the super-
natural order of Christianity as a real and ever present fountain of the
miraculous in the chureh, is rationalistically undermined and destroyed.
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c?a ‘far;g aﬁi ﬂﬂnﬁ ilhmple and plain persons, with such triumphant
g, | rdo%n B'I‘ scenes that are described in the account of
i z_ i hey had no difficulty in admitting the
e corl%n and wonders in the chnrci;. Nay, these had
i ?:;leon with their own sufferings, and are reported
e e supposed writer of the account,) as carrying in
o regardedgaslgc‘re ible whatever. Blandina, a weak sigve

oty eignd eing upheld, quite beyond the commen course
o o I lhe tl;:mble torments through which she was made
e, hes w'ah Leakof day till night. The deacon Sanctus
R boes 1th hot plates of brass and in other ways, (ill his
ol w;;[‘;::?mdfw“h wounds and bruises that the very
e ; o few days after which he was brought out
.y gl h.vas supposed that the inflammation of his sores

Siher to stk Lr:l,mlll:a eorr ti)xepir:epatigon :::f the same cruelties,

i . But
all, his body under the latter torments rg::g\]v:r::lmi?: "il‘nerl']::::{

; gy
:v?t;edesison:al:lm by this miracle of the grace of Jesus Christ, what
b cureg” ';‘im additional pain, proved an nbsolute and effec-
ofsupern;auuml e martyrs appeared (o move in a perfect nimbus
b inds nlanm%?::;:yen “their bodiessent forth such an agree-
g g _I:},';m gave occasion (o think that they used
e Wild beasis of the amphitheatre, to which sh
b I:'n arl,riﬂ“‘ﬂl:]n c?:lrl;ze r;:!voI’;,efl to touch Blandina. On:

: Tl revelation” in regard t i
:3 [c)llfa fl_aal; ;n'? ;‘ﬂ his business dutifally tceﬁ:[;;ow? a{’]\?ll:l:lir:’-e‘r‘::‘;h
i odies, after the terrible tragedy, was burned ( aah::s.
el u‘:tn ;ntf) the waters of the Rhone; but it was b ieved,
s lhs rel?cs :. ::rs: Szg:imz&s af:}erwarda miraculously recovered,
. u : i }
: am‘:;;ntly bore the name of tht;}AeI:;:zf‘dae[aﬂ::fl t]J'_l:‘ytal.:':; st
i lhg Zaji/nniﬁllung of the credibilily of these statements, nothin
il the:‘ \3; s:}z::;;iyha::e of what they pretend 1o ’deecribeg
¢ _ 48 a picture of the mi in
the church in the days of Pothlpuus and Ire:aenlgn;d alx?:l‘ tix‘:mv 3‘?;\:

—

A% 4y velated i the gets of
e ts of the martyrdom of St.
hi:n n'huerzhﬂ:l;: Bmfg:’rna. that when fire was set loo thet l;‘l:;]'ye:.rp;r:ir{tten 4
oo T lhes forming themselves into an arch, liﬁe lh?: szils rw i
hipra ) ;wmg, gently encireled the body of the martyr, th ha_sth
pearing bright ;lh:g?:lgllai:g'a n;;nr;:s.md ge".'* but purified gold or s;f"“: ,I:Od
graney, that we seenied to smell pr;‘:iaozs ;::ul;ody m‘d-i”‘ vt e

stre
ng:b and shape, and the exnct use of all his limbs was re- .
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of it we have no hesitation in saying, that Dr. Bacon is altogeth-

er mistaken, when he finds its facsimile, either in Mr. Fisch’s

evangelical congregation of the present Liyons, or under the
keen sharp features of Puritanism in any part of New England.
1t would be easy to extend this contrast to other points, Ven-
eration for the relics of deccased gnints comes inlo view, os far
back us our eye can reach. The bones of Ignatius, who was
martyred at Rome under T'rajan in the beginning of the second
century, were carefully gathered up after his death, we are told,
and carried back to Antioch his episcopal see. According to
Chrysostom, they were borne in triumph on the shoulders of all
(Le cities through Asia Minor. In Antioch they were placed
finally in a church distinguished by his name, which St, Chry-
sostom encourages people in his day (o visit, as having been to
many the means of undoubted help both spiritunlly and corpor-
ally. In the case of Polycarp, the church of Smyrna writes
that the malice of the devil was exerted (o prevent his relics be-
ing carried off by the Christians ;  for many desired to do it, (o
show their respect to his body.” At thesu estion of the Jews,
the proconsul was advised not to give the body into their hands,
lest they should pass from the worship of the crucified one to the
worship of Polycarp; ‘not knowing,” cay the acts, “that we -
can never forsake Christ, nor adore any other, though we love

" the maxtyrs, us his disciples and imitators, for the great love they

bore their kivg and muster.” The corpse accordingly was re-
duced to ashes. * Weafterwardstook up the bones,” the church
adds, ¢ more precious than the richest jewels or gold, and deposi-
tad them decently in a place, at which may God grant us 10 as-
gemble with joy, to celebrate the birthday of the martyr.” How
different all this is from the spirit of modern Puritanism, even &
child may see and feel. But the veneration for relics is itself
only the proof and sign of a great deal more, embraced in the
article of the ¢ communion of snints” as it was held in the early
church, every vestige of which has disappeared from the think-
ing of this later system. It is equally evident ngain, that the
church of the second century nttributed a peculinr merit to the
dtate of celibacy and virginity, embraced for the glory of God
and in the service of religion, which falls in fully with the tone
of thought we find afterwards established in the Roman Catho-
lic communion, but is as much at war as can well be imogined
with the entire genius of Puritanism in every form and shape.
1t is not necessary, however, o push the comparison any. farther,
in the . consideration of these or of -other kindred: points. . Our
general purpose is abundanily ‘answered, our cause more than
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made o i i
e ut, by the topics of proof and illustration already pret
Th i i
. : g:lrll;:lchypol!]esls, We now repeal, is fulse. There ney-
pidh s {rhe o period of unchurchly evangelicalism as it as-
& goldsn e, ammmacsble 1o i e L ff‘s kg e i
- - aste and fashio
\ g:'::cloig;:tnrgeThTwamem' and back of what it takel;'lgﬂl:; tllt::
dhih. hase)l’ at cowmes into view in the third century, is as
b he:: nast nny‘I vision could. well be. 1Tt rests ,u;'mn
Sl ot a syllable of true historical evidence in its
P e u_{lilw;ml_drm. of proof is directly against it
gt rwx ave it that New England Puritanism is
st t‘ﬁ]do what -Chns!mm!y was at the start, and that
i n i e',ncy as it appears in universal force afterwards
oy g snrth:_t corruption only, must take still higher
gt w'ti‘ie?ll is dizzy iagination; they must makg u
i chnrch: asl the hemrg Baptists, to look upon the histor ol?
ey so0n o g g SyY o s il dosgn
! : e hands of the
tlg;-iagﬂl::ﬂmae the last of these in fact had gone (o i?igc:fegfs, a'll"'d
ey h?)li{i :_:'omle_s in the end ; and with the great b;}rly n(;'
eyt i ,éua probably is the sense that always lurks in
bl m ut we need have no hesitation surely in sa
A Sab . ry view of this sort i3 fatal to the credibilily of Ily-
O[:w.hid is o?ly Gnosticisin in dsiguise. - 4
b {hetlh:n[l;}:l:eﬁ::-;alir:e;;lo:oglhzlrlis;ianiry will not allow us 1o
b ell fiom thie very ontset into 1 -
wi?[l:zgt:}fm{;i:;?:;:lc apostacy, which carried the uuivem’fai:ﬁﬂ}lgﬂ
bl he or knowledge, right onward always to lht;h
! 44 infull'lnl thousand years—while Chrigt was showing him-
miracles of fr:i:}? :E:l,-szzzfl%{);:ﬁ;g!und il e
i 2 on every si i
:ﬁ,’ Llf::i;vl;ollcil supposition is monstrous, P?:ri::tdneit;mli: ;lilz:tt?l?-t
B rocus-aud times safer 1o interpret the meaning of
e :J:t :I mrus own actual history in the beginning thau
The b evnsemf‘e'e‘ now of any such modern authorit 'spin-
e - o! }l from the clouds. As to the likeliﬁ:)od of
o s i ;1; ltD esale error, in the main difference between
ot e oreachfng? we believe the chances o be immen-
e il iy lr:nthnny_nml. against the modern authority
o b 0 fe isve Puritanizm an apostacy, in its re-'ecligr;
r o |Iie-Jm'firy o lllh? church and its sacraments, than :i}l is fo
i versal faith of the second and third centaries ith
ach character, for the acknowledgment of this mysler;las
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something quite above the range of reason and common sense.
We choose to go here with the early church. We do not be-
lieve that it fell into apostacy, us & whole, from the very outset
of its course; that it mistook fundamentally the sense and mean-
ing of the faith delivered to it by the Apostles ; that it was al-
most iminediately overpowered by o new and foreign idea, a
« mystery of iniquity”’ that turned it finally into the synagogue
of Satan, We %eleﬂt and abhor any imngination of this sort;
and pray God that our children may be kept from every such
miserable tradition, as a true snare of (he Devil that looks direct-
ly to rationalism and infidelity. There weve faults and corrup-
tions no doubt in the history of the church ; but there was no
such falling away from it own proper and primitive idea, as
Puritanism finds it necessary constantly to assert. The reign-:
ing course of Christianity was right, and in fall conformity with
tha will of Him who so visibly presided over it *“ cn the right
hand of the Majesty on high.”” The habit of doctrine and wor-
ghip in which such men as Augustine, Ambrose, Chrysostom,
Cyprian stood, which animated the mariyrs of Liyons and Vienne,
and glowed in the seraphic ardor of Polycarp and Ignatius
must have been in the main, not diabolical, not supersiitious
but true to the génivs of the Gospel as it was © first epoken b
the Lord and confirmed by them that heard him—God also
bearing them witness both with signs and wonders, and with di-
vers miracles, and gifis of the Holy Ghost, according to his own
will.” This implies of course that even the Papacy itaelf, fo-
wwards which at least the wholesystem was carried with intrinsic:
nevessily from the beginning, came in with reason and i-i%l;:t,
and had a mission to fulfil in the service of Cliristianity that
conld not have been fulfilled as well in any other way. No one |
indeed can study the hisiory of the church soberly, it seems lo
us, without seeing this in the actual course of events, The
grand bulwark of the true religion, through the whole period of
the middle ages, was beyond all question the eccclesiastical or-
ranization that centered in the popes or bishops of Rome.
Without this, the church would have fallen to pieces, hundreds
of years before the Reformation. Only suppose the Papacy to
have been overwhelmed by . Mohammedanism, or by the Ger-
man emperors, or by the wild fury of the Albigenses and other
such Manichean sects, and what would there have been left of
the glorious mystery of Christianily es it fist stoad, either to re-
form or mend in (he sixteenth century i s
If the cause of Protestantism then is to be successfully main-
tained, it must be on some other ground than the ::{)1111113%11’;l Puri-

vok. IIL.—NO. VL.
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tan assumplion, tkat it is just what Christianity was in the be-
ginning, and that all variations from it in antiquity are to be set
to the account of a devilish apostacy, of which Popery was at
last the consummation and end. Come what may of the Re-
formation, there are certain general maxims of faith here which
we can never safely renounce. We must hold fast to the divine
origin of the church, and to its divine continuity from the begin-
ning down to the present time. We musi see and admit, that
Protestantism is no return simply fo Primitive Christianity. Its
connection with this is through the Roman Catholic church
only, as the real continuation of the older gystem. 1In no other

view can it be acknowledged, as the historical and legitimate .

succesgion of this ancient faith, This implies, however, that
the life of Proiesiantistomust be one with the life of the church
ns it stood previously. Itis to be (aken as different from this
indeed in the rejection of many accidental corruptions, but not
in digtinctive subsiance and spirit. Iis doctrines and habits
must be felt to grow forth, with true inward vitality, from the
faith that has been accredited as divine from the beginning, by
the promise and miraculous providence of Christ. Puritanism
then, by abjuring this historical and orgnnic relationship to the
ancient church, does what it can in truth 10 ruin the cause of
genuine Protestantism. It brings in another Gospel, It throws

us on the terrible dilemma: “ Either Ancient Christianity was
‘intrinsically false, or Protestantism is a bold imposture” ; fov it
makes this last to be the pure negation and contradiction of the
first. But when it comes to this, what sound mind can pause
in its choice? To crente such adiiemmn, wesay then,is to fight
against the Reformation. Puritanism, carrying upon its hard
front these formidable horns, is no better than treason and death
to Protestism.
J. 'W. N.
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