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THE APOSTOLICAL ORIGIN OF INFANT BATTISM.
" [From Schaff’s ** Geschichle der Chr. Kirche”]

Asgtbe npostolic church was & missionary chureh, the most of

. these baptized futo it, were grown pevsumns.  Infant baptisns has

force and imeaning, only in the Lt of o parent cliareh abready:

existing, and the preswiption of Cluigtisn eduention, which of

coirse codd not be expected of hemben or Jewish panans.

Tlue in our day, o Missimury beginie his winde, with she insiroe-
tion of adults, not with the hapiisar of children.

The question, howevey, presents itsel, whether, i adilition to
the baprism of ndults, whichy in the viine of e ense, ook
pace most freguently, vhore wig find alsn in comgregaionaabready
estallished the Chiistivn baptism of infams, siinilar e eivenmet-|
ston, 8 type, which, die paviareh Abrabam havieg st yreniv-
ed as o send of the righreonsness of Gdily, (Rome jv: TLY fonth.
witle performed upan his son Taug, on the eighth doy afier his
hicth (Gen. xxi: 4); and which was iade the: sign ol the cove-
aand ta all his posierity, (Gen, xeiiz 10, &a)o Phis quesiion,
we Jeed Dound o answer wllimnaaively, slilieugh in duing so, we
have apposed to us, sot anly the Baptivts, but also she sty
af some istinguished Fedo-bapis diviness for ‘indanee, the
veuesable e Apeseer, who denies that infsy bopian wos
practised inn the eposolical clirehlt Bt is true, there is no direet
histoeival proef in suppmt of it, to be ot with i the lener of
the N. 1% nor in these pssages in the Aeis of the Apostles,
which the buptisms of whole famibies s spelen of (Acks xvic 15
-30-33; xvii: 8, comp. x: Ad-48 and | Cer. i: 1) inos-
svsch ws ehildeen e ot expressly wemioned, aod @ s possible
that the families were composal exclusively of grrown persons,
Seill Losa is there any possage to prove the comnry, W nurst
have recourse aceardingly to the spirit of the bilile, which con-
g foe more than ia just expresad by dizleners md o hthienee
appears that infant nmisa iz aecessardy ineladed in the very
deaft and desisn of primdiive Chvistanity, we will bo able, in
the tomnl abgence of prool 1o the contruy, o wirive at tolemble
cartainty that it wis wettnlly practised.

'ALILL 278, &e. Sifll, we must notaverlondr this important distineiing,
that aceonding 0 Neamder, infaut baplism was developet {rom the pure
spirit of Clivistingity, atthowgh it was not pracrised wntil wwanls the eluse
of the'secom? ceatury, whilst the Baptists pronounce it o be an unserips
twwra¥apd unchtistian innovatiom.
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Tie strangest ground in favor of inft Lnptism, in connexion
wille mid s o part o a0 well ordereld Gliristinn cleurel, and with
a stllicient gawmates of o Plous educarion—for it js only upon
this condition that we maintain it o al—lies in e universality
af the very iden of Christ, whieh includes humanity fisell.  He
is buth able and willing 1o redeein oll nen, of every nge and
gex awd deseriprion and condition of Nifs, In the pres::mcn of
the Suviour of the woild, all theso disinctions are lost in the
genernl need anik eapacity of all men forsdvuion. A Saviour
who was enly able and willing 10 gave adulis nnd- ot infauts,
:.v‘uuhl wok be the Christ hie is represented 1o L in the Gnspcl.,
Dleere is o waremit whatever, in the word of God, for the ex-
c!ﬂsu_m of # pari pi‘ our race,-on acconnt of their age, from e
Blessings of the Kingdom of heaven, nnil our best feelings, and
Qccpcs} and mwst inwontl relisions consciousnces revoll at pur-
tenlarisan, so mos s this® Ta the gigniflant parallel, Rom.
v 2 &b Apostle makes it very prominently lo‘nppem-
Uint the Kingdom of righteousness amd life, aceording 1o its di-
Vine witention und inward power, is aliogerier ng comprehensive
fndeed il wiore compreliensive and effectual, thap thclringz
dout af sin and death, 1o wivel it s admiied children nre sub-

Jeety b iha tle gain and sdeaninge secured (o us by the second

Adum fas smove ihan compensate Tor the loss and injury received
EI‘UEII the !Il’é[.’ It Is fur Whis reasun, e repeats the expresaion,
tuch more,” in the second ineaber of the sentence, (ver, 15

*And yet this is the inevitable consequence, and in fact the very prinei-
ple assumed ns noprimary trath, by the Bapiisis,  Dr, Alexander Garson
their must leirwed wpotagist, nsserrs wiliont reserve in his work (Baptism
in it mde aml subjects, po 17,3 o chitdeen cannot be saved by the Gos-
el e by laith, -« 1'he Gospel has notiting 1o do with infants; por have
Linsped vnlinnnces any respeet o them. It is goud news ; but to infants jt
15 2w news st alk. “They knew noiing of it The salvation of the Gospel
5 ag muiel cosfincd ‘o believers, rs the baprism of e Gospel is. None
can rver b saved hy the Gospel who do aut beliove {t. Consequenlly by
the Gospel nocinfant can be saved”  When therefure Tapiists assume, ne
they geneeally do, that chiliren are saved, withowt baptism ar fuith o the
Guspcl. ey apsed the Tundamental principle of Christianity that oot of
lClmst there is no salvation, amd that by faith in him only are we saved.
‘frfants wha enter leaven,” says Garson, *must'be regencraled, bet not
by the Gospel.  Infans nrost be sanctified for heaven, but nat trough the
truth as revealed o man”  (Is chere then any other \ruth for tis i;\uprpqse
Wan that which s revealad? 17 thers is it most bea contradiction, and
auch_an anlward anti-evangebical iruth ¢an never be saving.) Y Woe i;now
nothing,” he adds, * of the meaus by which God receivesinfants; nor have
we any business with it Precious comfort fo be sure for Christign’ par-
¢ols, pasticularly, when standing by the graves of theic children!
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~A7).  Anin Jesus himself, so is his church exalted above every
limitation of nationality and tongte and kindred and age. The
similitntde of the fenven, which leavens the wiole lump (Matth.
xiii : 33¥ is inionded to represent the inward power of the king-
dom of God o pervads all elazzes und conditions of human life,
and when the Loed, afier the soletn dechuation that alt powey
in lieaven and earth was given Lim, commands bis diseiples, to
malko disciples (pednrves) of afl natious, by baptizing thent in
the trivne name, and by teaching thein his doetrine 5 there is no
reason to hink that it was (o be linited to those whe were of
mature age. O do none bt adulls belong o a nation, and not
youth and children and infants?

In harmony and close connection with this, is_ the beantiful
ien, o clewrly exprossed alrewdy by Jrenacus, e diseiple of
Polycwrp, sl the faihful beorer of tradition Trom within the
sphiere of the Iabors of St John, numely, that Jesus Chiist be-
camie o child to childven, a youth, 1o thuse whe were growing
up, and & wan (o those of manture years, and in thus enteing
inlo the various sintes and singes of the development of mnn's
earllily Tife, he sauetified every e aud periadd of life, bis nfun-
ey, 08 well v hisadult age.  According to the Baptiat view, the
childhood of Cheist f4 robbed of is deeper signifieatcy ond most
precious comforting efficney.

But now, on the other hund, Thith is necessary as the indis-

pensable condition of salvalivn, as the organ by which we em-.

brace Christ and npproprinie to ourselves lia benefits 3 and here
iL is that we come into conflict with tlre main exegetico-dogaat-
jo argument of the Daprige.  Chuistian Laplism, s they say.
presuppozes, objectively, tho preaching of the gosped, subjective-
Iy, sepentonee sud fith  infant ehildran, however, can ueither

‘v irenncus says, adv. Hacret. 711, 92, from @ most inward consciogauess
of the full meaning of the incarnation, pmnes enim per semetipsum venil
snlvare, pmnes, inquam, qui per eum renascuniur in Dewm, tafanles et
parvulos et pueros et juvenes el seniores.  Lico per omnem venit actateny
el infantibus infans faclus sanctificans infanles, in parvolis parvolos, sane-
tficans hane ipsam habentes netatewm, simul of exemplum s pictmis efee-
‘tus et jostilim et snbjectionis, in jnvauibus jevenis, exemplum fuvenibus
dens, et sopctificans Domine,  ‘Thal, by reoaseontur in Deam, Irenacus
refers to baptism, a5 the sacrament of regeneration, by which the infant is
dedicated to God, Neonder himsell ndmits in his Eceles, Hisn vol L, p.
37, where amongst other things said coneecning this cxpression af the
Church Jaiber, he adds, © Phus, the practice of infant baptism is derived
from the deepest conception of the very nature of Christianity, raling our
minds wpon the subject.”
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understand preaching, nor can they report and believe ; fhere-
fore they onght nat to be baprised. ~As 1t regards this, the wiajer
propasition is correct enouglt, the niner, in this expanded furm,
18 false, nnd with it the conclusion fulls 10 the ground. The
connexion of bapiism with the presching of ihe gospel, and
wHI} faitly, is beyund dispute evidom, in part from the words of
the instinion of tie snerment, Math. xxvili; 19, and particu-
vty Mk xvi e 16, * He thint ( firsz) believeth, and (ien) is
baptized, shalibe saved,” and in part from the examples given
us in the Acts of the Aposiles, nceording to which, the prench

ing ol the misstenary and the fbh of the hearer, abwaya pre-
cede and peopare for the baptismal set, A iic 37, &eg Vil 5y
&e-33-39; ix: 173 x: 42485 xvis 15, 335 xvifi: B xix:
5. Bt here, we mnst not forget e limitution, oveslooked by
the Bap:ists, that in wdl these instnhces, (he instyuction given wus
very brief and sommary, n mere announcement of the principal
hisioricel events of the gospel, and with i, but o low gonde of
fuith, previous to their fntraduction into the chureh, and that
their more perfect insivaction in the apostolic doctrine, ind their
growth and Improvement in faith took place after their reailar
connexion with the ehurel, Primitive. Christian baptism was
neither compnlsory, as Far instance, e baprism of the Saxons
by the command of Charlemingne, nor yet n mere baptistic fern,
canpurnicating nothing that wha not posseseed before, b sim-
ply sealing swnd conlirming the alrely existing life of faith,
The Apostles never demataded formnl regenemtion s o gendi-
tion of baptism, bt the evrnest sineere longing of the soul afies
salvation in Christ, whieh was actunlly peoposed amd offered in
baptism, and was sealed nind nfierwands tdleveloped and promoted
by the other means of grace.  * Repent,” said Peter to she three
thougand, who, on the day of Pentecost, alter hewing with an
envnest desire for enlvation n ghirle brief diseourse, were baptiz-
zd, “oml be Daplized every one of you, in tlte nume of Jesng
Christ, forthe yemission of sins, and ye shull receive the gift of
the Holy Ghost.” Thus he places, buth these blessings, the
negative nnd the positive a3 the frvit and effect, not ns the pre-
liminary eondition of baptism.  Thia view ia niso canfirmed hy
the freguently misanderstontl passage, Manh, xxvifi: 19, which
should be rondered, aceording 1o the oviginal @ Go ye therefere
and ke distiples of all nations, (by} baptizing thewm {faxvd-
ovees) in the aame of the Faler, e Son, and the Holy Ghost,
and (by) tenching (StSurzorrss) them 1o obey all that I Lave
commanded you.”  Hure it is evident that ** 1o muke disciples”
to Jesus (i- e. true Cliristinua) is not one and the swne thing ax
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* to tenclt,” ' but comprehends more than this, and indicntes the
object 1o be atinined in the wse of hoth ihe ineans 1o be employ-
ad, buplism, amt the teaching whicli is 10 succeed it* 1f it
were possible to bevome o conflimed Chrisiinn withiowt baptisn,
and so also without a cotnesion witl the chureh, the chureh
would Dbe altogeiher useless, ot lenst not necessary, and 1o this
the Bapristic theory nlso condueds, which always miisapprehends
the nattre and pedsgogical significapey of the cherehy ns an
tustifution indispensabie 10 salvation, and consilers it siply in
ils graund 03 an association of saints,  Desides to insist upon
regenerution and eonversion s n neceseary preliminary condition
to baptizin renders this also Bupossible, or at least requires that it
ghould he indefinitely postponed 5 inaspnrch s God has not ur-
nighed us witle the gilt of infullibly searching the heart.

As U respeets, however, the recond proposition in the Daplistic
argrent, U is the inability of chilibien o believe, from which
is deduced iheir ipndmigibiluy to haptisnr: we admi it Pally, if
by Faith we are 1o wnderslond, a self conscious free survender of
the heart 10 Ged. "Tlis can only ke place wfler we have dt-
tained 1o constionsness—ad fur this we can fis wpon no defin.
ite period—and thusinfunr baptisin needs to be subjectively com-
pleted by weans of ciccheiical instrugion ond confivmation, in
whicl the believer Lavine susised to spivitual manriy confinms
lis baplisingl vows, and with fall snd free determination gives
himaelf up to Gud.  For this renson (oo, the buptisin of ihe
children of unbelievers, ihough ticy may be professing Cliris-
tianm, bas really ne sigoilicance, wd 18 a profinaion of this
sicred rite, innstmueh as in such eazes ihere is no sure wnrrant
for the religions education and teainiug demanded by the baptis-
mal vow. The great crror of that assertion, bowever, les in
thiz, that the concepiion of fith genemlly, and with it the ofii-
ciency of the Holy Ghost, is beund to o purticntar singe ol the
developorit of hunmn conscionsness, and iz made dependent
upan it The true grovd and condition of satemion tie gener-
ally, not in any thing subjective, ss helunging to the ereature, but
in the depths of the divine cowrpussivn; uad i faith itself we

.

1*I'he Tntheran oterprefation here is inaccerate and misteading, in rend-
ering paSnreene lso, to teach,

* Dr. IL Martensen, the Danish divine, is azenrdingly perfecily earrectin
saying (Glrist Bapiism, aml the Dapristic Question, Hamb, 1843, fol, 34},
“Phe more general infant kaptism bremnes in the world, the more fully
are the wards of the Savieur negemplished, that the nationr, are maie dis-
ciples, by baptism and teaching.”
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must he careflul to mark different geades, frow the first bud, to
the ripa feait. - It commences already with owe religious suscep-
tibility aml wneousciong yearning towards God, and a0 ehildlilee

confklenrce in n higher power. 1t is wor atiogether o product of

our pwn hinking or knowing, er feeling, or willing. but il ia n
worls of svnite ard of the Diviee Spiri, linbied 1o oo nge, or singe
of consciutsuess, but i3 tke the wiml whivh bloweth where it
Bister, aod when and whither it will Faille dues not produce
the blessings of salvation, it ouly receives them,ad only in the
receptive way, ns the orzin of approprivion, aml el ws produe-
tive, 8 i saving in its operadion, imasmuch as otherwize, onr sal-
vation woubd fow fusih fobr o ereriure sonree,  "Phis receprivi-
ty fur the divine, iste be found however abready i the child,
and indeed. purer, and less obsenre tlaue ta luer yeus, By vir-
tue of its relirivus coustitution and frune of mind it is sccessi-
ble to the intlneirces of grace, aed oy really be horn again.
To deny this, Is. to sl all elhildren willoot exception to hell.
Por shey ton have been conceived in sin, (Ps. 510 5) are flesh
Dorn of feste (Jaluy §ii 2 8), wnd by nanareabie chilibiew of wiath
(Bph. iz 3 comp. Rom, iz 22-21) aud withew being bomn
again of wader nud the Spirit, no one con ever, wearding o the
uaequivocal and express decturation of e Tond Jusus, enter
inte the kinmlom of G, (Joloriiiz 5,). ¢ He ila beligveth
not shadl be daemed® Mk gviz 16, When dierefire Daplis-
e divines adimit st teest some chilibven inn heaven withour re-
generation and faith, they muost ta he consistent hold e Pela-
ginn view of odviginal sin aod guilt or else spen auplber way (o
sulvation, of which tlee goapel knows nothing, and which stinds
in ppen contrudicion to all this,  There we lunvever, in the
seriptures, passnges direaity 1o the patal, which place this suscep-
tibility of the infuse swind o Uivine inthunees, beyond adl
deubt, Ir we even overluok the reawrkalde cuse of John the
Baptiat, wha, % in his inothe’s woieb, hefare s wos horn,” was
filled with the IToly Ghost (Lake iz 15-41), we nevepheloss
are nssireil Trom Matth, xvidic 2-5 0 xix: W, 155 Mk x:
14,15 Lake xviii: 16, V7, du the Savienur of the world hio-
sell took childyen into his wrms, niad bleseed theny minl epoke 1o
them encouragivngly of the kinglows of Tesven s dectared in-
deed peremptorily, that adults theisselves nust beeame children
again, must purdales of their simple, confiding, susceptible dis-

13; GGal vy &5 1 Cor, xii; 3-0; 2

*Comp. such passages as Rom, xii:
235 Philis 29; Jno. dii; 8,

Cor.ie: 13 Bph.ii: B4 Col. ils 125
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positions, in order to have past in the kingdom of heaven. Shail
the Ghuseh then refuse iaptism o those dear little ones, whom
the Son of Gad embraced ! Shall the Cluurely reject ns incapa-
ble and unworthy of her commuaion, the very persons, whom
the Hewd of the chirel held fonh as o pasent 10 alt whe wish-
etl 1o be hisdisciples? Tt is much more rensonnble tu infer from
all dids, s'vnge s it nny seem, that every baptism, cven that of
Hrown puersons, i fuel infant boptisue, innsnel; ns Christ
has deeked the ehitaltie spirit to be an indispensable condition
of our entranee intu his kinrdont 5 and as baptian, moreover,
ns dlee sucrsent of regeneration, demmids of every one reeeiv-
ing i1, peritentinlly ro fmsake their previons evil ways, wml in
faith o commenee e cowse of life conecrated to God,
The sune objeetions, which are 1oged aganst the Chyistian
baptisin af infams, iy with equal plasibility be made noninse
the Jewislt rie of cirewncision on the eighth day,  For this too
was net an wimenning ceremony, but & holy, sign and seal of
the covenant, by which the pesson cirenmcised nssumed the
oblizulions, and wt the sane tne was adimitted 10 1he privilozes
and blessimes of the eovennntl of ihe Inw, (Gal, v 3), which
siietly wken coutd in ke nimneer anly be dune, after he had
attiined 10 gelf-conseinusness, nnd in the exercise of hisown free
will.  Ir however, it be saitl that the circunieision of ihie Jewish
children rested upon a divine compnnd a3 is untleninbly the
case, Gen, xvii: 12, Lievit. xit: 7, we can neveitheless, from
this type detive o strong argumem in favor of infunt haptism,
innemuels us this has in o manner, certninly mwhen e pluce of
the ober, and Tor thig renson s eolled 1he “ circumcision of
Clheist,” (Cul. iz 1L 12) with ihis grent ditTerenee, it is irte,
it ilie ancient covenant, with all its arrangements was nothing
more than a shadow of hetter things 1o cowme, whilst the new
covenant of grnce is 1he image and essentinl realily jtself (JHeb,
s0 4, Col it 37, 31 then the list, acconding to the promize
of Jehovaly (Gon. xvii: 7, doe.,) includes the “wlhale posterity
ol Abeaham, why this much more, far surpassing us it cdoes the
other in riches und fulness aud depth.  In this comprehensive
senge, and in neeordanee with the analogy of the command of
circimetslon, must the Aposties ns Jews have ondersieod rhe
injunction of the Saviour 10 baplize all nations, nnd if the chil-
dren were o be exelwled it would be some wliore mentioned.
In fuce, Poter ot the feast of Penteenst in culling upan lis bear-
ers to be baptized, expressly declaves this extension of the liless-
ings of the wospel ta chiltven © * For the promiss (the renisston
of sing and the pift of the Moly Glioat) is to you, and your chil:
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dren, nnd te all that are afur off, even ns many as the Lord our
Gud ghall enil.”

T'his important ider of an organic connexion between Chiis-
tian parents and 1heir children, and their being included in the
gause covenant duties sl privileges meets na akso i the writings
of St Paul. Ho regands the children as atready betonging o
the congregarion, ant cojoins upon them {o obey ther parents,
“inthe Lord,™ Eph. vic 1, Col. it 0 20, which properly speale-
ing, is only possible upon tlie presumption of their being engraft-
cd into the body of Clirist, mul this s effected by bapisn. In
1 Cor. vii ¢ 14, e maltes o very significant distinction, between
heathen and Clhristian ehildeen, and speaks of the fisst s un-
cles (ezedepzad, the lntier on the contrary ns hioly (syes) in
virtue of their organic connexion with a believing father, or be-
lieving mother.  As in o mixed warringe, of wiich he isepenk-
ing immedinely before, the mightier divine power of 1he sane-
tified Gheistian wife prevails over she darknress of her beathen
hushanid, so she also exers a convroliing inflaence vpon their
posterity.  Gud Is stronger than Satnn. Huw inueh more mnst
this be the cnse, when both parents are walliing in the fear of
God, ond are thoroughly pevvibed by (he Spirit of hith! By
all this, Panl does not pretend 1o deny the nikural eosraption of
the chifdren of Cliistians 3 but he teaches vnequivoenlly tha
the blessings of the vovenant puss over i them, and remove the
carse, 5o Ikt those, who in themselves were unclean, are by
genee consecvated to Ciady and brought under Tioly inflnences.
Here it is troe the baptismy of fnfants i 0ot mentioned, buc the
iden of treir baplism nud the mithority Tor it are necessarily im-
plied.t  IParif the ebildven, v vivwe of their binh from befiey-
ing parents wre nfrendy includwd in the ecovenant of grice, why -
should they be shut omt from the enerament, which Impressea
upon it the divine seal, and gives ity so 10 say, its propee validity ?
Tis troe it the possage, wgether with the claim and the rghe
1w baprfam, is limiled w the chifdren of such pavents, v ave, or

!'T'his also Neander substantially admits whea in speaking of the pas-
sage mentionel, he says Apo Ho ool 2620 » Prom the pointol view here
presenied by Pasl, thaugh it dogs testify () ngainst the exisienee ther of
infant haptism, we fited 518 the fandamental iden, from which iafant bap-
usm nferwards muost amd (did devetope jlsell, and by which it was to be
justified in the spirit ol Taul: the acknuwledmment of the preference Wiat
could be given to ehildrea born in a Christian enminusion, in allowing
them by baptism to be eonsecraied to the Ekiwglon of God, nod  (hereby,
from their firsi development, o spread abroad ao jimmediate sanctifying
influence.”
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at lenst one of them, believing, inasmach sz it s only in con-
pexion with n Clristion funnly life, trl 1liis Beduazaee, which,
tecerdinge to ilie conmmiand of (Jln-ls[, is to fullow bapiiam, and
with it the mainiesnice and evobution of buptisiaul grace, can
be expested 1o wesnft in o substantial and contioned lie of Mitls.

If then the mbwissibility aud propriety of infant Imptisin are
grounded in the veed which all huve of salvation, in Ilu;_
very iden of primitive Cliristianity, in the extent and cmnp‘nsslu'
ihe covenant of grace, in its nintugy to circuancision, and m .l HE
organic, spiritual and hodily relaion which believing pmtlnla
sustnin to theie ofl:piie ;. so may we suppose ll‘vxlrf,'nw!_\! preba-
ble shat its inroduction woold conespond witly ale st inde-

0 Nigtatis - oLt - -
pended existence of o Cheistian congregation, and we have

wler sucl presinpion every renson to l:u-fie\'c thal it wos ftlcluE_
ally practized, when wae I:Cflll in the N, 'IN. more ‘tlmnfnu.z o
thee bapisin of whole fmilics, wiihout nny restricsiun w 1:1[u\.|:':r.,
{ns we wonld have e expeet, seconling 1o tlee Rapeistic theary):
such lor instonee, ns the honsehotd of Liydlin, nnd Ih}! Jailer of
Philippi, amd Siepliwas of ol swehieh are menlioned p..il'r-
Heonlnly s exmnples, iough deob lessiheie were many similar
cases, il i1 would be remarkalde and commiry to daily LX]ie-
rienee, 1o ke for srunted that all these funilies were witheut
chilthen. ) . )

It i true tlind 1t has been attempred {o eet osida this cxegeticnl
vesult, by e tesimony of n single witness, the' well Imt‘;)w:i
podemie, Lertutlinn, whu lived townrd the ¢lose of :llc]..n
cemtney, wind from it to ghow it bad a proportionably later
introthieetion. Bt ihis palemic himsell must conclusively
shows, thit infant Dapiisne did exist _in liis du_\'r,'nml \\:llh l.l llui
nstitulion of sponsars. What s sifll more, Tenullion kuew
that the: whule chiweh prazis was agitins him, and he stood
fortly ss o reformier in oppasition o i, il he referred (o an-
tiguity, anul conld be lave spoken ngainst infase hapiism as ns
innovation, saneiling new, he wonld doultless have nvaile
Bimeell of this ndvaninge. Bt he ouly ealls in question, net
its apostobic orivin, not us ndnissibility, or |Hopriety, but m‘lly l(;u
expeditney. e considered it datyrerons, innsiely 1s aecor i
ing to his Montnissic vivw, s individual commnsitiing o morta
gin nfier bapisi, muet be shut out from l‘]!lll::'ll uummumng,
and i all probability wonld he lost.  Upan this ground, he ud-
vized that, not enly infunts, but ulso grown persons, whe weu;._
not yet mareied, and Lad oot ln[_ceu upon themselves the vow nd
chastity, should put off their baptiz, il they were fully sceure
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aguinst the templation fo licentionsness.’  Thig whale contro-
versy of "Portitlinn resis—whiely Neander, Gieselor, mud others
appear nut 1w have woticed, or ot leost lve brotglit forward
—upon mistaleen impressions, in wiieh the el il ot par-
tcipate, and ling aothing mre Qi the foree of an fsalated pri-
vate judgment in oppusition 1o e Preva ling theory il prac-
tee, and proves elenrly the very reverse ol s which i his ofien
been allempied ro show.  Just 5o mueh may we with torerulile
aufety infee from iy dea infun bapiga, al that tine, was not
yebautleoriiatively es alilished, bur was {efi predty mnch to the
free will noul judsement of Cliristing puents, Otherwice, Ter-
tltiny would seaveely huve assailed iyso vigoronsly. A, how-
ever, in this partienlur, the spirit ol the awe was nonins ltin, his
oppusition, which hy (e way, was also in cmtvdiction o some
of his awn prineiplis, produced not e stighiest vlleet, and died .
away witlion an eclo,

This was made perfeetly evident in he fitowing century,
The Afvican eliore]) itself, i o council at Curthuge i1 the yeur
2406, decreed that it was not necessiry even fu defer huptism 1o
the ciglih day, aswas the cose in cirenmeision, ns thit it might
be perforind (et snst) on the steemt, or lird day, afier binh o
aml Cypinan who lind the gresiest veneration for his pre-
ceplor "Pertudlivn mainmined his view,  So ey ot that
tinme alrendy was evuy trace of the conlioversy against infan
bapiiain olditesated, tha e only guession wOncerning it nl issue
wits, wheiher arcording tn Jewfal, analogy, they must deluy it
for g least eight dnys!” AL the very swne tine, Onrteey of Al-
extivlrin, the most Lenred representative of 1he Greek clureh,
who wits hirsell baptized soon nfier his Birth {nn, 183), aud st
the sl of "Periullinn was 35 yeirs ol speales in ihe niost
unrequivoeal terng of infant laptism os qn apmstolic trsdition,
and a genoeal clinrely observanee. It however fruin the silence
of the churel histurians previvus to Tl in telatioy to in-

‘Mon minore de eausa, he Y5 dnnmpd quoque procravtivendi, iy Q-
bus tentatie pracparan oSt lam virginilus per watritatem, quam vidoiy
fer vacnationem, doner aat nubant, aul eantinentiz corroborentur.  Cpn-
sequently, acconding o Tertallen, baptism wouhl have s be confine] o
superanmited aml married persoos, and manks and s § i yer he
maiedaias an the siher haml, that we ean only ke saved shrougl) 1hse water
of hapsisin, nee aliter quam in aqua permanewde salvi sumos,. 'Phe wide
difference between the st paint of “ertallian and that of the Tapiists, in
the whole controversy, must be eyideat 1o any ohe pessessed of any lis-
wrical or erilical skifl. 11 i+ therebire perfecly absnnd for e Bamisig 1o.
reler as they i, with so mach zeal, 10 the Aftican church father,
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fant baptiam, we are o drnw o conclusion nignmst “st\‘?c\t}:’:i%
wa shonld not forget, fiest that we huve aliogether very Sl
ten memarials of those times, and hat !lwrc.mﬁ n:ln ﬂ ther
points also in regand 1o which we are entirely :nd llf ::-; 3 und
then in the great missionary zeal of the age, and e @p

tansion of the church, prosciyle Lzptism woult be musi promi-

nent, and in the natore of the ense, would attract most émc.nuou._
Slill’hnwnver thiere are ot wanting, in the writings of Ill_mmtx'-;:'r; _
of Alexandiin, Inewarus and JusTiy Mm?‘yt}, ;{ub l:][:lilﬁlg‘
S ly the exisicnce of inft s,
that shaw more or less clearly the ) :
Espeeially is the passuge, ulrundylcncd l:rn;n rIrLln.x]n&:]s(; ;:!I' Ilgl;i Ix;::ﬁ_
i ifient erjod of chi N
encration and sanctification of the perlod ot GLEEIOE °
féhil(]hcmt] of Jesus, lalcen in conneXion with s dmm.ll:dﬁz:l!:lur(::tll\d
ly habit of 1hought, mnd his close union of rcgeneml ond
bBaptism, n proof not anly for the idea, but {or the nctunl pra
? . . -
of infant baptisin in his du i
may OOIlCllll]lu Imele with grent safely to hig vcncingc_tl ]:lre:;rél;r
Porveanr, and he was the dieciple and personal fen :

Jonw, the favorite aposie of Jesng Chirist. ¢

Translated by
Baltimare, Md.

. T'ram this church Futher, we' -
y. Fr
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A DEVOUT MINISTRY.

Jesus Christ prayed, although he united in His person the
atribotes of the true Godbemd nod of perfeet homasity,  Pray-
er was his joy, Hours al a time he spent in devotion, not only
now snd then ov at long intervals, ban regularly and frequentiy.

- Why was (his?  Clrist wus perfectly holy,  Could He not

have. exemplified the virtues of n perfect religion withowt the
aid of prayer?  In Him were hid alf the trensures of infinite
wizdom, -Gould He not have tanghe the plan of redemprion
o revenled the desiiny of the world, witlhoett seelding addnion-
ol knowledge i prayer?  He bad alt power ond autherity in
Hewven and ow eart. Gould He not hnve perfurmed mirmcles,
made @ sullicient oblution for the eins of men and fiave visen
from the genve, trivmphing over tte power of demh and hell,
without recetving new strength by holding formal; outward com-’
munion with Gud ?

With Him prayer wnanot anntier of mere clivice——nol some-
thing which he could owit or perfortn with equal propricty.
Nor tid e pray Dbecausze compeflied to do sa by the ciretnstan-
ces of Providence, or any power extrancous to himsell: --But
He was impelled 10 prayer by an inward necessity—by the con-
stiwntion of his person; not because he i coinmited sin or
wis linble to i ol therefore required pardon or purification—
uor hecanse there was any deficiency in the resources of bis
divine-human nntire for the purpases of his wission,  He pray-

“ed just beenuse He was very God and very man,  The Son

cotnunes with the Fuather and the Father communes with the
Son,

it helonps necessarily to the complele idea of an intelligent
being that i thinles snd uuers s thoughts, Den think and
speaks through the medivm of hwmaa language. Angels think
und comemmicmie their thoughts to each other, but of the man-
ner in which ihis is done we know litle or nothing.  God thinks.
The tiune nbsplute Deing, of whom angels and men ore the
reflection, communes with Himself under the Lighest form af
pecfection. The three selfexistent and co-sternnd persons, con-
glituting in _myaterions anion the culy true Gad, think siwulia-
ncously.  T'o koow and to thinde me identical,  In stlier wards,
ihe Fatlier, Son and Holy Ghost, commune or hold fellowship
with ench other necessarily.  Such eommunion belungs to the
iden of their being and reciprovai relafion, a8 demanded by
raundd philosophy and ns revenied in the Scriptures.  Piiere ore
various possuged, that clensly presuppose or indicate this fellow-



